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Arafat in Egypt before Russia, Turkey visits 

GAZA cm’ (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat arrived here Monday to discuss the Middle 
East peace process with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak before setting off for Russia, officials said. 
While in Cairo Mr. Arafat was scheduled to brief Mr 
Mubarak on the latest phase -of peace negotiation^ 
with Israel, his adviser Nabil Abu Rdaina said. The 
Palestinian leader then heads for Moscow Tuesday 
for talks with Russian President Boris Yeltsin, Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and Forei<m Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, he said. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is also expected to visit 
Moscow next month. On his return from Russia, Mr. 
Arafat is scheduled to stop over in Ankara on Thurs- 
day for talks with President Suleiman Demirel. 
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Arab Bank pic Investment Funds 
AB CAPITAL GUARANTEED FUND 

Managed by Arab Bank pic, Singapore Hie scheme offers 
security on capital invested while giving exposure to high 
yielding financial instruments 

Applications will be accepted 13/2/97 • 24/3/97 
For more information please contact our International 
Private Banking 

Amman Tel : 703625 Fax:703608 

Singapore Tel : (065) 5330055 Fax: 5322150 
London Tel : (44 171) 3158585 Fax: 6002617 
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Khasawneh chairs 
Geneva meeting 

GENEVA (Petra) — Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh on Monday 
presided over a meeting of 
human rights experts at the 
United Nations headquar- 
ters in Geneva. In an 
address at the gathering, Mr 
.Khasawneh. rapporteur of 
ilhe human rights experts 
team, talked about forced 
migration and the right for 
repatriation or compensa- 
tion of those subjected to 
forced migration. Partici- 
pating in the meeting were 
several experts in 
international law from the 
United Stares, Britain, Den- 
mark, and representatives 
of concerned international 
organisatio. 

Immigration to 
Israel dips in 1996 
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TEL AVIV (R) — Immi- 
gration to Israel dropped by 
about eight per cent in 1996 
to 70,600, official figures 
showed on Monday. 
Eighty-three per cent of the 
immigrants arrived from 
Blmr fe republics of the former 
the ha:. Soviet Union. The rest 
‘■PP-'wni is. came from other parts of 
..n'l'iiduiy -v Europe, the United States, 
■:* -I’-vpeTi Argentina and other coun- 

tries, the central bureau of 
statistics said. It said 16 per 
cent of the newcomers list- 
ed their profession as engi- 
neer and 1.4 per cent as 
doctor or dentist. More 
than 780,000 Jews have 
immigrated to Israel since 
the former Soviet Union 
eased travel restrictions in 
1989. The influx peaked in 
1990 when nearly 200,000 
immigrants arrived in the 
Jewish state and since 1992 
the number has hovered 
between 70.000 and 
80.000. Israel has a popu- 
lation of about 5.5 million. 

Libyan group claims 
raid on military camp 
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CAIRO (AFP) — A Libyan 
opposition group said Mon- 
day it killed or wounded 
several Libyan soldiers in 
. attack on a camp for 
rn^y elite military guards last 
week. The Movement of 
Libyan Patriots said in a 
statement sent to AFP in 
Cairo that its "armed units 
tried Tuesday night to enter 
the Souk AI Kh amiss camp 
but die forces of injustice . 
forced them to retreat after 
an exchange of gunshots." 
Several soldiers "charged 
with security for the elite 
guards' camp were killed or 
wounded" in a bail of gun- 
fire, it said, without giving 
the camp's location. 


UAE to nationalise 
Interior Ministry jobs 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is to replace all for- 
eigners working in its Inte- 
V rior Ministry with nationals 
las part of a drive to cut the 
* expatriate workforce in the 
state, officials said Monday. 
The Interior Ministry said it 
had set up a committee to 
"nationalise all jobs at the 
ministry and its affiliated 
departments." 

Turkish defence 
minister to visit U.S. 
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ANKARA (AP) — 
, -ii Turkey's defence minister 
‘ 1 plans to meet later this 
week with his American 
counterpart in Washington, 
\-' f which is seeking to ease 
tensions between Turkey 
and Greece, a report said 
[;j hl . Monday. Defence Minister 
Turan Tayan is scheduled to 
be in Washington Thursday 
to attend the meeting of a 
Turkish- American friend- 
Yjship group, Anatolia news 
' “agency said. Mr. Tayan will 
meet with U.S. Secretary of 
Defense William Cohen on 
the same day, Anatolia sad. 
.:i* - The talks are expected to 
’’’ *' concentrate on Cyprus. 
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Israelis, Palestinians 
work on civil issues 

Land seizure formally raised in talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negoriarors gor down 
to work Monday in their lat- 
est round of talks on broad- 
ening self-rule. amid 
Palestinian protests over 
Israeli settlement moves in 
the West Bank. 

Palestinian Jamil Tarifi 
and his Israeli counterpart 
Oren Shahor met in a 
Jerusalem hotel for negotia- 
tions over civil affairs, 
focusing on environmental 
and communication issues. 

Mr. Tarifi said he opened 
the talks with a condemna- 
tion of Israeli moves to 
increase settlement building 
in the West Bank. "We put 
forward the subject of set- 
tlements and the confisca- 
tion of land,” he said. 

“We asked the Israelis to 
raise these issues to their 
political leadership so they 
can take appropriate deci- 
sions, since these are very 
sensitive matters," Mr. Tari- 
fi told journalists. 

Mr. Shahor said the talks 
had touched on the confis- 
cation of Arab lands out- 
side the West Bank self-rule 
area Tulkarem, where pro- 
tests broke out last week 
against Israeli plans to build 
a quarry on the confiscated 
land. 

“The atmosphere was 
good, and more talks are 
planned for this week," said 
Mr. Shahor, who is to be 


replaced as committee head 
later this week by General 
Yaacov or. coordinator of 
Israeli activities in the 
occapied territories. 

The talks also explored 
ways to free movement of 
Palestinian workers and 
goods through Israeli-con- 
trolled border crossings into 
Egypt and Jordan and 
through jointly-held cross- 
ings from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip into Israel. 

The session launches a 
series of talks on broaden- 
ing Palestinian autonomy 
ordered last month by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat as part of a deal 
which brought self-rule to 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

In all. nine committees 
were formed following the 
Hebron deal to negotiate 
finalising implementation 
of the 1995 lsraeli-Palestin- 
ian interim peace agree- 
ment 

The talks were formally 
launched Sunday night by 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and Mr. 
Arafat’s top deputy. Mah- 
moud Abbas, who said he 
expected concrete results 
from the working groups 
within two to three weeks. 

“From what we saw 
today, both sides are posi- 
tive and insistent on reach- 


ing results," Mr. Abbas said. 

Despite optimism expr- 
essed by both Mr. Abbas 
and Mr. Levy on Sunday 
night, the negotiators also 
avoided setting any dates 
for fulfilling overdue stages 
of the autonomy process. 

The most important of 
these are the establishment 
of Palestinian port and air- 
port in the Gaza Strip and 
the creation of "safe pas- 
sage" corridors between 
self-rule areas in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Progress on the issues has 
been blocked by Israeli 
security concerns, notably 
Israel’s demand for rotaJ 
control over the movement 
of people and goods 
through the airport to pre- 
vent smuggling of weap- 
ons or unauthorised per- 
sons. 

Working groups were also 
created to t3ckle Palestinian 
demands for an easing of 
economic and travel restric- 
tions clamped on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip a year 
ago following a series of 
suicide bombings in Israel. 

Other panels will deal 
with Palestinian prisoners 
in Israeli jails and so-called 
"people-to-people" mea- 
sures to improve relations 
between the Israeli and 
Palestinian populations. 


Netanyahu in trouble over reported 
‘no-settlement’ pledge to Clinton 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu returned from a 
visit to Washington on 
Monday with his ruling 
coalition up in arms about 
reports he promised U.S. 
officials to delay building a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Leading members of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
met prior to his arrival to 
discuss ways of ensuring 
the government quickly fol- 
lows through with the plan 
to build 6,500 homes for 
Jews in the Har Homa dis- 
tricL 

Israe Radio and newspa- 
pers reported that a senior 
Netanyahu aide had told 
Likud officials by tele- 
phone from Washington 
that the prime minister told 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
he would put off construc- 
tion at Har Homa so as not 
to disrupt peace talks with 
the Palestinians. 

"Netanyahu believes that 
paving and developing a 
road system is of much 
greater importance to East 
Jerusalem than the Har 
Homa neighbourhood." one 
aide was quoted as saying. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
Shai Bazak told Israel 
Radio Monday that the 
Israeli leader had made no 
promises concerning Har 
Homa during his Washing- 
ton meetings and that -the 
issue would be decided 
soon after Mr. Netanyahu's 
return. 

But leading members of 
the ruling coalition were 
not satisfied and renewed 
threats to withdraw their 
support from Mr. 
Netanyahu if he waivers on 
the issue of expanding the 
Jewish presence in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

"For me. Har Homa is a 
red line, and its construc- 
tion will determine my sup- 
port for this government," 
said Jerusalem’s Israeli 
mayor Ebud Olmert, a 
senior Likud deputy and 
normally one of Mr. 


Netanyahu’s strongest 
backers. 

Mr. Olmert added that 
Mr. Netanyahu’s coalition 
"will not be guaranteed its 
majority in parliament if it 
doesn’t keep the promises it 
made to voters.” 

He also threatened to 
"send bulldozers” to the 
Har Homa area in coming 
days even if Mr. Netanyahu 
does not sign final 
approval. 

"If there is no Har Homa, 
I will rethink everything. I 
see the issue of Har Homa 
as a watershed with respect 
to my support for the gov- 
ernment's policy,” Mr. 
Olmert told Israel Radio. 

"I find it hard to believe 
that there will be a parlia- 
mentary majority for a pol- 
icy that does not cany out 
express commitments on 
the issue of Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, mean- 
while, said he was “’simply 
shocked” by reports that he 
had decided not to go 
through with Har Homa. 
His critics, he said, were 
"fabricating headlines for 
nothing.” 

The controversy grew as 
Israel resumed negotiations 
with the Palestinians on the 
next stages of the peace 
process. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat said Saturday 
that building Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods in Arab East 
Jerusalem, which the Pales- 
tinians want as a future cap- 
ital, would sabotage 
chances of a permanent 
peace agreement. 

Israel insists that the city 
remain "united” under 
Israeli rule. 

A decision by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government in 
September to open a new 
entrance to an archaeologi- 
cal tunnel close to the holi- 
est Muslim sites in 
Jerusalem sparked fighting 
that killed more than 80 
people. The Israeli group 
Peace Now said Monday 
that "Har Homa could be 
the government’s second 
tunnel.” 


The Har Homa neigh- 
bourhood is supposed to be 
built on land between Arab 
parts of Jerusalem and sur- 
rounding Palestinian vil- 
lages. Palestinians say it is 
pan of an Israeli strategy of 
cutting the city off from the 
West Bank. 

In another likely point of 
dispute with the Palestini- 
ans. the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz said Monday thai 
Mr. Netanyahu wants to 
hand over four per cent of 
the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians in the first of three 
withdrawals from rural 
areas of the West Bank. The 
newspaper, quoting a senior 
Israeli source, said the 
United States had advised 
Israel to give up 10 per 
cenL 

The Palestinians currently 
have full control of only 
three per cent of the West 
Bank — the major cities 
— and limited power in 24 
per cent. 

Likud ideologue and par- 
liament member Benny 
Begin, who resigned as 
minister of science and 
technology last month in 
protest of Mr. Netanyahu's 
“concessions" to the Pales- 
tinians, called on other 
ministers Monday to resign 
if the Har Homa project is 
not begun. 

Mr. Begin submitted a 
motion in parliament last 
week entitled “Bibi 
(Netanyahu) is dividing 
Jerusalem" but, under pres- 
sure from the Likud leader- 
ship. changed it to ’’the 
dangers of dividing 

Jerusalem.” 

Likud’s successful cam- 
paign for the May elections 
accused Labour Party 

leader Shimon Peres of 
planning to divide 
Jerusalem with the Pales- 
tinians. 

Two of the Likud’s coali- 
tion partners, Tsomet and 
the National Religious 
Party, have threatened to 
vote against the govem- 

( Continued pn page 7) 


Germany reaffirms continued 

support for Mideast peace effort 

King holds talks with Chancellor 
Kohl and other German leaders 


BONN (Agencies) — 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on 
Monday assured His 
Majesty King Hussein that 
Germany and its European 
Union (EU) partners would 
do eveiything possible to 
support the Middle East 
peace process. 

The two leaders 
expressed their hope the 
Middle East peace process 
would be continued “in a 
spiru of mutual confidence 
and for the good of the pop- 
ulations concerned.” 

German government 
spokesman Peter Haus- 
mann said Chancellor Kohl 
had promised King Hussein 
that Germany and its EU 
partners would "continue to 
do everything possible to 
strongly support the peace 
process.” 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference later King Hussein 
was upbeat about the 
prospects for peace in the 
region, saying; “I believe 
that we will achieve the 



His Majesty King Hussein and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl hold talks in 
Bonn on Monday (Petra photo) 

goal of a comprehensive the peace process forwards: 
peace in Middle East." "Germany has done so 

The King paid tribute to much and we appreciate 
Germany's role in moving (it). We hope that this part- 


nership will continue in the 
time ahead.” 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israel 

rebuffs 

Vatican 

concerps 

TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Israel’s tourism minister on 
Monday rebuffed Vatican 
warnings that the Jewish 
state must improve rela- 
tions with the Christians 
before Pope John Paul II 
can visit Jerusalem. 

The minister, Moshe Kat- 
sav, insisted that ”the 
Christian world has never 
enjoyed better status ... in 
Jerusalem than since the 
(1967) war,” when Israel 
occupied the Arab eastern 
part of the city with its 
Christian. Muslim and 
Jewish holy sites. 

“Their representatives 
here in Jerusalem and in 
the state of Israel know it.” 
added Mr. Katsav. who is 
also deputy prime minister. 
“I don't know what the 
complaint is abouL” 

Israel and the Vatican 
established diplomatic 
relations in 1993, and the 
Pope has spoken often of 
his desire to visit 
Jerusalem. He was recendy 
invited again by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu when the two 
met in Rome. 

But his secretary of state. 
Cardinal Angelo Sodano. 
said last week that while 
“the Pope has this great 
desire to go.” the visit 
depends on the situation in 
Jerusalem. 

“It’s certain that 
Jerusalem must be a city of 
peace, of collaboration 
with Christians as well.” 
Mr. Sodano was quoted as 
saying by the ANSA news 

agency. "Perhaps, if there 
is* - an effort in Jerusalem at 
greater respect towards 
Christians, it would also be 
possible that the Pope goes 
there before 2000.” 

Israel and the Vatican 
have long disagreed over 
Jerusalem, which the Vati- 
can wants as an 
international “open city.” 
Israel rejects any challenge 
to its "sovereignty” over 
the city. 

e 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saleh accuses U.N. committee of delaying 
food deals, including those with Jordan 


By Khaied Zubeidi 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iraqi Minister 
of Trade Mohammad 
Mahdi Saleh on Monday 
accused the United Nations 
Sanctions Comminee of 
delaying the approval of 
agreements that Iraq has 
signed for the supply of 
food and medicine, includ- 
ing orders placed with 42 
Jordanian companies. 

Mr. Saleh, speaking to the 
Jordan Times before leav- 
ing for Cairo to attend an 
Arab • meeting there, 
described Jordanian-Iraqi 
relations as good and said 
the relationship was mov- 
ing in a positive direction. 

The Iraqi minister, who 
held talks with his Jordan- 
ian counterpait Ali Abul 


Rasheb on Sunday, noted 
that the two countries 
recently renewed a trade 
protocol under which Jor- 
dan would expons goods 
and services exempt from 
the international sanctions 
against Iraq. 

The protocol is tied to 
another bilateral accord on 
Iraqi oil supply to Jordan 
and is separate from Bagh- 
dad’s oil-for-food agree- 
ment with the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Saleh, who will 
attend a meeting of the 
Arab Economic Council in 
Cairo, said that he and Mr. 
Abul Ragheb reviewed 
prospects for increasing 
Jordanian-fraqi cooperation 
and increasing Iraq's 
imports of Jordanian goods. 

An Iraqi newspaper on 


Monday accused the Unit- 
ed States of delaying deliv- 
eries here of food and med- 
icine under the oil-for-food 
agreement with the United 
Nations. 

"It’s the United Stales 
which is delaying and 
blocking any U.N. action 
that could ease the suffer- 
ing of Iraqis.” the official 
newspaper AI Jumhouriyah 
said. 

"If the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee is really con- 
cerned about (Iraqi) rights, 
it should try to determine 
the one responsible for 
delaying the arrival of sup- 
plies and make him assume 
legal and moral responsibil- 
ity." the paper said. 

Iraq complained officially 

(Continued on page 7) 


Police to question Netanyahu 
today in scandal investigation 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
police will question Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu Tuesday on 
alleged high-level criminal 
tampering over the abortive 
appointment last month of 
an attorney-general, offi- 
cials said Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
returned Monday from a 
four-day visit to the United 
States, is scheduled to testi- 
fy - in his office about the 
Jan. 10 appointment of 
Roni Bar-On as Israel's top 
judicial official. 

He had been scheduled to 
undergo questioning last 
week but the encounter was 
postponed until after his 
U.S. visit. 

The investigation centers 
on the choice of Mr. Bar- 
On. a defence attorney and 
militant in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud Party, for attorney- 
general over the objections 
of several government min- 
isters and legal advisers. 

Israel state television 
reported on Jan. 23 that Mr. 
Bar-On was appointed at 
the demand of Arich Deri, 
■who heads (he powerful 
religious party Shas and is 
on trial for fraud and 
bribery. 

According to the televi- 
sion report. Mr. Deri sought 
to link his party’s support 
for the recent Hebron 


accord with the Palestini- 
ans with a plea-bargain deal 
in his bribery case that Mr. 
Bar-On had allegedly 
agreed to. 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Deri 
and Mr. Bar-On have all 
denied the television report. 

The Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported Mon- 
day that Mr. Netanyahu 
told close associates over 
the weekend that he was 
confident he w - ould be 
cleared of any wrongdoing 
in the affair. 

Police reportedly want to 
ask Mr. Netanyahu who 
first recommended Mr. 
Bar-On for the attorney- 
general’s job and why he 
approved the appointment 
despite alleged opposition 
from his own legal advis- 
ers. 

Police have already ques- 
tioned a score of officials 
and Likud activists in con- 
nection w'ith the affair, 
including Mr. Deri. Mr. 
Bar-On. Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi, Netanyahu 
chief of staff Avigdor 
Liebemian and legal advis- 
ers Yitzhak Molkho and 
Dan Shimron. 

Press reports said 
Netanyahu’s cabinet secre- 
tary. Dany Naveh. would 
also be questioned this 

(Continued on page 7) 


FBI, Israel 

discuss 

Abu Marzouk 

TEL AVIV i APi — Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) Director Louis 
J. Freeh met with top 
Israeli officials Monday 
and reportedly discussed 
the question of where to 
send a Hamas leader jailed 
in New York. 

Although Israel’s previ- 
ous government had asked 
for the, extradition of Musa 
Abu Marzouk. Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
appears to be hesitating for 
fear of sparking another 
wave of Hamas violence. 

Israel’s Channel 2 TV 
said Mr. Freeh discussed 
the issue with Israel’s Jus- 
tice Minister Tsachi 
Hanegbi and other officials 
Monday. The report said 
the sides discussed all 
options, including sending 
Mr. Abu Marzouk to a third 
country'. 

Israel’s Yediot Ahronot 
daily reported last week 
that Israel, Jordan and the 
United States are working 
on a deal to send Mr. Abu 
Murzouk to Jordan rather 
than Israel. 

U.S. embassy spoke- 
sman Richard * Scorza 
refused to discuss details of 
the meetings. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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DEMAND FOR PRISONER RELEASE: Palestinian stage a sit-in demonstration on Monday in front of the Palestin- 
ian council in Gaza Strip calling on Israel to release their sons and brothers who are held as political prisoners. Sev- 
eral thousand Palestinians are still held by Israel (Reuters photo) 


Turkish coalition government 
under fire from angry public 


ISTANBUL <R) —Tur- 
key’s coalition is expected 
to weather more corruption 
votes in parliament later 
this week but there are early 
signs that many Turks are 
losing patience with the 
troubled eight-month-old 
government 

The coalition has the mus- 
cle, at least on paper, to 
squeak through parliamen- 
tary corruption probes 
aimed at junior partner 
Tansu Ciller. Voting is 
■'.'scheduled ‘for Feb. -18 and ... 

rill | q U>|l| * - . 

Analysts say Prime Min- 
ister Necmettin Erbakan’s 
Islam-based Welfare Party, 
the biggest and most disci- 
plined faction with 160 
deputies, will surely vote as 
a bloc to protect Mrs. Ciller. 

With no more than 269 
seats shared among rival 
opposition parties, only 
defections from Mrs. 
Ciller’s secularist True Path 
Party could secure the 276 
votes required to pass the 
motion and send her to the 
supreme court for trial. 

Members of the main 
opposition Motherland 
Parly are pessimistic about 
the prospects of splitting 
Mrs. Ciller’s party. 

"Deputies may have prob- 
lems sending their own 
chairman to the supreme 
court, so 1 think it is unreal- 
istic to expect voles from 
the DYP here.” a Mother- 
land member told Reuters. 

That same parliamentary' 
calculus should allow Mr. 
Erbakan to side-step a cen- 
sure motion, effectively a 


vote of no-confidence intro- 
duced by two leftist parties, 
set for Feb. 25. 

“Many politicians say the 
government will fall but no 
one can explain how.” said 
political analyst Bilal Cetin. 
“It is not so easy to topple 
the government.” 

However, the opposition 
is clearly taking heart at a 
growing civic backlash 
against the Erbakan-Ciiler 
partnership, fuelled’ by 
revulsion at evidence of 
■hirgprfcafe.;j’ ,..^a^jfjiion.; 
state-sponsored > death 
squads and fears the offi- 
cially secular system is at 
risk. 

At the same time, the 
coalition allies — always 
uneasy bedfellows — are at 
odds over everything from 
high-level appointments to 
fiscal policy. 

"In the West, we would 
call this a formula for grid- 
lock,” said one foreign 
diplomat. “It seems they 
can survive for now. but can 
they govern?” 

In a rare display of public 
anger, up to 10,000 women 
took to the streets of the 
capital Ankara on Saturday 
to protest against any bid to 
give Islam a greater role in 
Turkey’s public life. Left- 
wing groups also joined the 
demonstration. 

Their immediate target 
was a series of welfare pro- 
posals. including an end to a 
bun on headscarves among 
female civil servants. Mr. 
Erbakan has also planned to 
build big mosques in secu- 
larist neighbourhoods and 


sponsor overland travel to 
the Muslim holy city of 
Mecca. 

“We are women, we are 
strong. We are against 
Sharia chanted the protest- 
ers. “Join hands for democ- 
racy." 

Some residents of Istan- 
bul, Ankara and other cities 
have responded to a cam- 
paign for greater openness, 
switching off their lights for 
one minute at 9.00 p.m. 
every ni^ht 

°f clubs,' tas 
^and restaurants in Istanbul .s . 
‘ "Tat si m 'square, £ secularist 
stronghold and once “capi- 
tal" of the Ottoman Christ- 
ian community, observed 
60 seconds of darkness on 
Saturday. Hundreds of peo- 
ple gathered around the 
square with candles, chanti- 
ng “don’t stay silent or the 
guns will be trained on you" 
and “human dignity will 
overcome torture.” 

Local cinemas have been 
running a short 
advertisement before each 
film asking citizens for 
“one minute of darkness for 
enlightenment.” 

The campaign was 
launched this year to 
demand answers in a scan- 
dal that has revealed close 
ties among the security 
forces, top politicians and 
ultra-nationalist gangsters. 

"This is a good indication 
that public awareness and 
sensitivity has been 
achieved in Turkey.” ana- 
lyst Cetin told Reuters. 
“This did not happen in the 
1960s, 1970s or 1980s.” 


Uday faces 
amputation 
— exiles 


AMMAN (R) — An Iraqi 
opposition spokesman said 
on Monday three Cuban 
doctors treating Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s 
eldest son If day in Baghdad 
have recommended that his 
left leg be amputated above 
the knee. 

Haroun Mohammad, 
spokesman for the Amman- 
based Iraqi National 
Accord (INA) which says it 
has sources inside Iraq, said 
Uday’s knee " had ' been 


when gunmen attacked him 
two months ago. 

"The doctors suggested 
amputating from the knee 
and fining him with an arti- 
ficial leg,” Mr. Mohammad 
said. “It seems they are 
waiting for a decision from 
Saddam himself.” 

He said Lfdav had been 
treated by Iraqi and French 
doctors as well as the 
Cuban team, which, he 
said crossed into Iraq from 
Iran. Reports in Amman 
have said Jordanian doctors 
have also travelled to Bagh- 
dad to treat Uday, but Mr. 
Mohammad denied this. 

Iraqi television footage of 
Uday in a wheelchair, mov- 
ing his head and arms, has 
failed to allay speculation 
the man seen as Iraq's most 
powerful figure after his 
father has been paralysed. 

“It’s now been two 
months since the attack, 
and he still can't stand up 
and his hand movements 
are limited,” Mr. Moham- 
mad said. 


Gamaa claims massacre 
was ‘perhaps a mistake’ 


SI 


Lebanese parliament speaker to visit Kuwait 


CAIRO (Agencies) — An 
outlawed militant group 
has claimed the church 
massacre in which nine 
Coptic Christians were shot 
dead last week but said it 
was “perhaps a mistake,” 
the newspaper AJ Hayat 
reported Monday. 

A Gamaa Islamiyah offi- 
cial, contacted by the Lon- 
don-based Arabic daily, 
said “our policy is not to 
kill Christians wherever 
they are, nor to attack 
places of worship, unless 
plots are being hatched 
there against Islam.” 

“Gamaa found out that 
the people in the church 
were refusing to abide by 
the alliance of protection.” 
he said, referring to the 
rights and obligations of 
non-Muslim subjects in an 
Islamic state. 

“That’s why Gamaa com- 
mandos opened fire on 
them,” he said, referring to 
the Christian religious stu- 
dents shot in the back last 
Wednesday at a church in 
the mixed village of abu 
qurqas in southern Egypt. 

“It was they (the com- 
mandos) who decided to 
attack the church, and the 
mistake was perhaps to 
attack the church.” the offi- 
cial told A1 Hayat. 

He said his group was 
also responsible for the 
deaths of three more Copts, 
including a policemen, 
whose bodies were found 
on Friday near Abu Qurqas. 
“The ■ Gamaa was con- 
vinced they were collabo- 
rating with the police.” he 
said." 

Egyptian state television 
on Saturday broadcast pho- 
tographs of six militants 
who police said were 
behind the church mas- 
sacre. in which five people 
were also wounded. 

Around 110 Copts have 
been slain since the out- 
break of anti-government 
violence in March 1992 


that has now claimed the 
lives of more than 1.140 
people. 


Iraqi newspaper 
denounces massacre 


Iraq on Monday con- 
demned the massacre of 
Coptic Christians in Egypt, 
saying the attack was 
designed to spark another 
Lebanese-style religious 
war. 

“This crime is aimed at 
provoking religious con- 
flict in Egypt like the trou- 
ble which tore apart and 
destroyed Lebanon during 
the last 20 years,” the offi- 
cial A1 Thawra newspaper 
said. 

“This incident, as well as 
what is happening in Alge- 
ria, the aggression against 
Sudan and the plot against 
Iraq” are part of a larger 
“American-Zionist plot 
against the Arab Nation.” 
the daily said. 

’This plot is aimed at 
tearing apart the . Arab 
nation and weakening it,” 
the daily said. 

“Zionism and the West 
harbour a deep hatred of 
Arab nationalism, and there 
is a concerted attack led by 
the Zionist entity, America 
and Britain against Arab 
nationalism.” 

Ai Thawra accused the 
West of encouraging Islam- 
ic extremists in order to 
give Islam a bad name. 

“If the governments of 
Western countries are really 
against terrorism, why do 
they allow extremists to 
open offices in their capi- 
tals and permit them to con- 
duct political activities 
there?” it said. 

The daily asked "why no 
American or Briton has 
been killed in Algeria while 
French people or Russians 
are killed,” and why do 
militant groups “have the 
most sophisticated means 
of communication?" 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Lebanon's Parliament Speak- 
er Nabih Berri will visit Kuwait in the first week of 
March at the invitation of his Kuwaiti counterpart Ahmad 
Al Saadoun, an official said Monday. Mr. Bem, whg 
leads the pro-Syrian Shiite Muslim party Amal, is expect- 
ed on March 1 or March 2, although the date has not yet 
been finalised, said the official at Kuwait’s national 
assembly, or parliament. The visit is to last between three 
and four davs. The national assembly is dominated by : 
Sunni Muslims, although there are five Shiite deputies 
among the 50 elected seats. Shiites account for between 
20 and 30 per cent of Kuwait's 700,000 citizens. 


Philippines lifts ban on Gulf workers 


MANILA t AFP) — The Philippines has lifted a ban on 
sending workers to Bahrain and northern areas of Saudi 
Arabia near the borders with Kuwait and Iraq because of 
easing of tensions there. Labour Secretary Leonardo 
Quisumbing said Monday. The Labour Depaimtent sus 7 1 
pended the deployment of workers to the area in Septem- 
ber 1996 because of tension sparked by renewed U.S. 
attacks on Iraq after the 1991 Gulf war. 


Quake hits Iranian port, no damage reported 


DUBAI (R) — An earthquake measuring 4.6 on the 
Richter scale jolted the southern Iranian port city of Ban- 
dar Abbas on Monday but there were no immediate 
reports of damage or casualties, the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said. The quake shook Bandar Abbas at 
8.03 a.m. (0433GMT). “No report is so far available on 
possible casualties or damage to property." IRNA said, i 
Bandar Abbas, which has 250,000 inhabitants, is a major 
commercial port on the Strait of Hormuz at the entrance 
to the Gulf. Iran's eight oil refinery is due to be ready for 
operation in Bandar Abbas next month. A force four 
earthquake is powerful enough to cause heavy damage in 
a populated area. Clothing with Western symbols set on 
fire in Iran. 


Gothing with Western symbols set on fire in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Authorities in southeastern Iran 
have set fire in public to "hundreds” of pieces of clothing | 
bearing Western symbols, notably the American flag, a j 
newspaper reported Monday. Militiamen, known as the 
Basijis, had seized the clothing from boutiques in the 
Oman sea port of Kenarak in Sistan-Baluchestan 
province, Kayhan daily said. It published a picture of 
many T-shirts bearing the pictures of the American flag, 
the Statue of Liberty and “other Western symbols” being 
set on fire in front of a group of people. A Basij com- 
mander. Hamid Arvai. told rhe paper that stores in 
Kenarak had been ordered not to sell clothing bearing 
such symbols. Iran seeks to eradicate all signs of the 
“decadent” Western culture in line with its Islamisation 
drive. In December, the Iranian parliament banned man- 
ufacturers from printing Western inscriptions on their 
products. 


'.'S.7S. Africa play “down Syrian disagreement 


CAPE TOWN (R) — 
The United States- 
South Africa binational 
commission started 
work on Monday deter- 
mined to play down dis- 
agreements over a pro- 
posed South African 
arms sale to Syria. 

U.S. Vice-President AI 
Gore and South African 
Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki said in opening 
the third plenary session 
they shared enough 
common values to over- 
come their differences. 

Relations between 
Pretoria and Washing- 
ton have been strained 
by news that South 
Africa is considering 
selling tank firing sys- 
tems to Syria, a plan 
opposed by Israel and 
the United States. 

“Like any relation- 
ship. ours cannot be free 
of occasional disagree- 


ments,” Mr. Mbeki said. 
“But I believe that 
because our relationship 
is based on common 
ideal, with respect for 
each other's sovereign- 
ty, we are able to resolve 
those differences cor- 
dially. 

“And the commission 


plays an important role 
tn that regard. The areas 


of agreement between 
our two nations are so 
many that we are able to 
withstand a few areas of 
disagreement that might 
arise.” Mr. Mbeki said. 

Mr. Gore led a high- 
level delegation, includ- 
ing five cabinet secre- 
taries, for three days of 
talks to increase cooper- 
ation on trade, econom- 
ics. science, education, 
health and the environ- 
ment. 

Mr. Gore, who has 
refused to comment in 


public on U.S. opposi- 
tion to the arms sales to 
Syria, said the commis- 
sion marked the contin- 
uation of the two coun- 
tries’ “shared voyage to 
freedom, grace, healing 
and redemption." 

He said the commis- 
sion’s task was broader 
than forging bilateral 
links. “To share tri- 
umphs and successes 
ana. yes, to disagree and 
to do so openly^ honest- 
ly as friends and part- 
ners and global neigh- 
■ bours.” 

Mr. Mbeki and most 
of the South African 
cabinet met the U.S. 
delegation at the historic 
fort, the Castle. 

Mr. Mbeki said the 


commission already had 
substantial achieve- 


ments in promoting 
trade and investment as 
well as advancing free 


markets, conserving 
water, protecting the 
environment, reducing 
pollution and providing 
sustainable energy for 
the poor. 

Agreements due to be 
signed this week include 
one on double taxation 
and another on the Ful- 
bright scholarship pro- 
gramme. 

“The double taxation 
agreement will certainly 
reinforce and spur our 
already growing invest- 
ment and trade rela- 
tions.” Mr. Mbeki said. 

“We would like to see 
the number of U.S. 
companies operating in 
South Africa increase 
from the current 700.. .to 
1.400 by the time of the 
next sessions of the 
binational commission.” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:08 Cunoon — Buds:ie-Tlie 
Little Hclieupicr 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


14:30 .. 
15:00 .. 

Flinisii'iies 

French Programme 

16:00 . 

Super Sport Follies 

16:30 . 


17:00 . 


17:02 . 

Fun With Physics 

17:15 


18:00 .. 

French Programmes 

1930 . 

News Headlines 

19:35 

Comedy — Murphy 

Brown 


20:00 . 

Superstars of Action 

2030 . 

Encounter 

21:10 . 

Lost Civilisations 

20:00 


2235 .. 

Snowy River 

23:00 .. 

Mission Impossible 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:54... 

Fajr 

06:12 .. 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:50.. 

Dhuhr 

14:58 .. 

Asr 

17:27 .. 

Maghreh 

18:45... 

‘Isha 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Aqaba, there will be a chance of 
scattered showers. winds 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 06/17 

Aqaba 11/25 

Deserts - .04/19 

Jordan Valley .. 10/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 27 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 24 per 
cenL Aqaba 29 percenL 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh.Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depiin - 
meat of Meieomhpy ■ 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly with a chance of 
rainfall m all regions of the 
Kingdom. Skies will be cloudy 
to partly cloudy and winds west- 
erly moderate to active. In 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Manna’ .._ 839759 

Dr. KhafilAIJbaD -740740 

Dr. Waleed.AlMasri 6734S5 

Dr. Yousef Rashed 896301 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ....637055 
Al Salam pharmacy -...636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
NairtHikh pharmacy —623672. 

Najib pharmaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qann 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy’ ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waleed Halaseh ... 982799 
Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre ...63711 1 
Civil Defence Dept ......661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police -.843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfic Security Department 

- 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 89746^ 

Amman Municipality Com-' 

plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls - 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623] 01 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ........773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0S53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


"HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity — 64428 1 /6 

AkUeh Maternity 642441 /2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhgjjreen 777101/3 

AJkBasMr. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -...865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

-_( 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Ai EBkma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basna Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

„.(02)272273 

Ibn AJ jNafees Hospital 

(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa ( RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09*45 _.-Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0930 . — .Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

1(W15 .Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10r05 .Beirut (RJi 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55- London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 Frankfort (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
Other Flights : 

05:05 -.London (KJ) 

13:30 Kiev (6U) 

14:05— Munich (YP) 

16:30 .— - — ...Rome (AZ) 

18:15 — Duhaj, Damascus (EK) 

20:10 — — Beirut (ME) 

2030 ■ Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:59 Aden (IY1 

(Mh55 -.-Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

17:45 .~...._.Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 .Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11:15 - Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 Paris iRJ) 


12:15 London (RJ) 

— — .Cairo (RJ) 

Frankfort (RJ) 

13:00 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

- Lamaca(RJ) 

20 ; 30 Jeddah (RJ ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 ....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJi 
22:00 Kuala Lompur, Singapore (RJ) 
04:50 ..._ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

Banana.. 


....7GG/5O0jf 

.-550/550; 


Other Flights 

0*30 London (KJ j 

0^35 London (BA) 

14:30 Kiev 

13:45 -....Munich ( YPi 

J7; 40 —.Rome iAZ) 

J, JJ -Dubai (EK) 

-....Cairo (MS) 

- Tel Aviv (LY j 

00:40 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

2J5J - Aden ih') 

Bucharest (RO) 

Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings IRW) Flights 

„?? Aqaba (RW) 

20 -Tel Aviv (Rw, 

-Aqaba ( rw) 

hijaz railway TRAIN 

°ep- Damascus 7130 am. 


Bananu (imported, 980/800 

Cabbage 80/50 

230/140 

Cauliflower. 300/180 , 

Cucumber (large) 300/120 

Cucumber t small) 330/180 

Eggplant 320/140 

Fava beans ..900/700 


.1150/950 


Gni P e fruit 160/100 

Umon 

Marrow (large) 300/150 

Marrow (small, .460/280 

Onion (green, 300/140 

Onion (dry, 220/130 

0ran ? e 

Peas 900/700 

Pepper (hot) 300/140 

Pepper ( sweet , .400/200 

Putat0 

Rb ! Mi - 100 190 

Spinach 330/150 

Siring beans. 750/500 

Tuniaiu 
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Crown Prince visits 
Special Forces 
headquarters 
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AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Monday visited 
the headquarters of the 
Special Forces where he 
was briefed by Commander 
of the Special Forces HRH 
Prince Abdullah on the 
duties and activities of the 


unit 

Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai and 
other senior armed forces 
officials attended the brief- 
ing and subsequent tour of 
the Special Forces head- 
quarters. 


• v.lMullio ,>! .i.n-.i.,. 7. rjr a'ai fc 
AM'iiv which h.,s (R\i 

vi.il |nnl .»ti t!ii- si-..,! ... ;« . 

Ml'. llilll'H 01 chi i'll !.■■■ :, u i 

■u m H.uiil.ir \h\ 1% • 

lk»? i> poiViMtll! ofi, n: ,, Vi ^ J 
•iK'd ;i!i.M i ' l«i! f 1 1 n •• ,i i ; . . \\ . ‘ lca 'J ^ ■ 

uni. • • uni \'mboi f ; : 

I 

I 



WstOIll '.WlihMU. ■!, ■:..!%!•, i|.. \rn-n . • 

VI. Ml I.V ‘ I"! II • h. ailiiiiH 1 

HM I-..II ..I ... ■ 


K.ivh.iu 




1 ■ • l ' , i-lvd a put' : 


v.SJif. Iv.iMiv i". 


i. i-l 1 \\. 

>■ i« \wntvliV 

ii> m Jr.'Mi , i . 


ii.auni Vr. „« 

:!ui 'V; 

U u\ Iv.'s: i ■ ■ v ' 

• ■- ’• *i hint fef 

r::!vS |».:n ■■ 

’. -'ll MJt * 

ill ftut. i :: 4 ill:. . 

■ i’! is l-Lro: 

! 1 \ Vi-irK i ils. !:. . • • 

■ "l Kiihkj" 

» - ii .*!ii j'l :M: j: \\ . 



Prince chairs meeting 
regarding development 
of Petra region 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain HRH Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid Monday chaired a meeting of the Petra Region 
Council (PRC) to review plans for developing the Petra 
archaeological region. 

The Prince urged the council chairman and members to 
maintain dose cooperation with other government agen- 
cies involved in the development of the region. 

He stated that the council shoulders a serious responsi- 
bility for the development of the region and thai Petra 
should be developed in a manner which would serve as a 
model for other Arab states with archaeological treasures- 

Council Chairman and Minister of Tourism and Antiqui- 
ties Saleh Irsheidat briefed the Prince, who heads a com- 
mittee for the preservation of the ancient city, on the coun- 
cil’s projects for regional development. 

The two-year old council has received strong backing 
from the government, he said. 

The Petra region will witness a boom in tourist facility 
projects during 1997 with financing from the World Bank 
as well as the Jordanian government. Dr. Irsheidai 
affirmed. 

Water, road and sewage networks are being constructed 
in the Wadi Mousa and Petra regions, he added 

The minis ter stated that tens of millions of dollars have 
been pledged for development and infrastructure projects 
in die Petra region. 

The council’s Director General Kamel Mahadin present- 
ed an outline of projects which include the creation of a 
handicraft centre, a traditional items and souvenirs market, 
a building for council activities and offices. 

Mr. Mahadin enumerated that the ministries of public 
works, health, youth, water and irrigation as well as the 
National Electric Power Company are all involved in pro- 
ject implementation. 

Local mayors and officials as well as ministry represen- 
tatives attended the meeting which was held in th city of 
Petra. 


vrian disa«reemfi! 


■r*ti r: 



iW ; 


. |M"lCi1ili; ! 


v. . ■Miii'iil. rti! 

W ■- ''ll! IV 

■.■mu::. - n -::lJ p». • 

\M' 

• Me 4IW? ’■ 

\ i 1 ' ! V ■ 


»■ ■ 

\ ■ •. :i.-nb Jut ; 

» 

•. wit,' 

is. I': • Mill : 

- .i.-iihk u; 


.■ .1,11* vi ■ 

!!’ 

■: ..!i.JjrJ#i 

1 

SI SC. C ' 


..1 'UV . 51 ’. ■■ 

IN. 


::;eiii ttilM-jr 

.;Hi! {Mil 


\ii l!i‘S •■It 



.. : hi i 

• \S: i, . 

\|i Mh'fa'i 

.1 1 


IM.-I l!i.' 5 N 

||: .*•! il:: ■ ’• 

t 

m:. 

i'll ...hi.'. 
»*■■■»■ i ■ 

...h ,1:1. II! ' * ■ - ' 


\\ IV‘-I 

■< .■ 

. Mtk-J 

.. .urufl 1 •'! 
'• . m; m*'! 


R 


\: i 

Nllllll 


MIlUlJ' 

XllHUJll 




r • ■ 

« M 


\l\KKU l 


t 




-f 


What’s Going On 


.FILMS 

^ ’Diamonds Are Forever” at the British Council Jabal 
Ammatuat 6:00 p-m. 

* French film entitled “Cyrano de Bergerac” at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 pun. 


GERMAN FILM WEEK 

■* ‘T)ie veriorene Landschaft’’ (The Lost Landscape) (in 
G erman with English subtitles) at the Royal Cultural 
Centreat 7:00 p.m. 


OPEN DAY 

*Open day at the Young Muslim Women’s Assodation 
Centre for Special Education and Sheltered Workshop at 
the Amman Industrial Estate in Sahab on (9i00 . im - 
1:00 pm) 

EXfflBmoNs 

* Weeks by artist Amanda Shehadeh at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, until March 6. 

•Display of Jordan River Designs Products, Jabal 
Amman -fleL 6 1 3081/2) until Feb. 28. 

•A& exhibitidn by Naziha Salim at Orient GaJlety, 
Isarri Ajlonni St ^ Shmeisam, until Feb. 28. _• 

* Bani Hamidk exhibition/sale of’ handicrafts (rugs, 

cushionSv runners, and wall -hangings. Jabal Amman 
(UL 658696/7), until Feb. '28. ^ . 4 ‘ .... 

^*Wbrks by coruemporary Arab artists .entitled “Toe 

New Collection” at Darat Al Fonun, Jabal Weabdeh, (Tel: 
643251/2), until Feb. 27. 


Criminal Court sentences man to 
death for murder of two brothers 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Tuna 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Monday sentenced a 
42-year-old man to death 
after declaring him guilty 
of the premeditated murder 
of two brothers in the Wadi 
Saqra area of Amman in 
October of 1994. 

Muhiddin Abdul Rahim 
Yousef became the third 
person to be sentenced to 
death by the Criminal Court 
since the beginning of the 
year. 

The court found Mr. 
Yousef guilty of shooting 
and killing Salman Nader 
Abu Izzieh, 34, and his 
brother Nader, 22, in their 
shop on Oct. 11, 1994. 

The court, headed by Jus- 
tices Abdul Ruhman Taw- 
fiq. Mifleh Mubeidin and 
Ismael Hmouz, also 
ordered Mr. Yousef to pay 
JD73, 300 in compensation 
to the victims’ family. 


According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, Mr. 
Yousef frequently argued 
with the victims regarding 
problems related to the 
proximity of their shops 
and they subsequently filed 
cases against each other in 
court. 

“Due to the dispute, the 
two victims began to avoid 
Mr. Yousef to prevent trou- 
ble,” the charge sheet said. 

On the day of the inci- 
dent, transcripts said, the 
defendant consumed alco- 
hol at around 2:00 p.m., 
grabbed his unlicensed gun 
and went to their shop. 

According to affidavits, 
Salman was standing with 
an employee at the office 
named Fathi Saleh, while 
his brother Nader asked Mr. 
Yousef if he needed any- 
thing. 

“Mr. Yousef responded by 
pulling his gun and shoot- 
ing once towards the three,” 
the charge sheet said. 


They ran towards a table 
and ducked underneath to 
hide from the onslaught, 
“but Mr. Yousef walked 
towards them and opened 
tire again ... until he emp- 
tied his pistol, then left the 
store ” the charge sheet 
said. 

According to the results 
of the autopsy, Nader 
received three bullets to his 
stomach and leg, while 
Salman received four bul- 
lets to the head and stom- 
ach. 

The court stated that it 
relied on Mr. Saleh’s court 
testimony and other wit- 
nesses who saw Mr. Yousef 
leaving the srore with the 
gun in his hand. 

The verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 
30 days. 

Last year, a total of 23 
people were sentenced to 
death in the Kingdom while 
10 people were executed. 


Minister calls for increased investments in 

energy sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
consumed JD340 million 
worth of imported crude oil 
and oil products in 1996, a 
sum which is equivalent to 7.5 
per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hashem Dabbas announced 
Monday. 

This sum would also equal 
31 per cent of Jordanian 
exports or 13 per cent of its 
total imports, he added. 

In a lecture delivered to 
army officers at the Royal Jor- 
danian War College, Dr. Dab- 
bas maintained that the huge 
oil bill poses a serious chal- 
lenge to the country’s social 
and economic development 
and continues to burden the 
Kingdom’s balance of trade. 

Energy consumption is 
-ex pected- to-risc-by-an-anmiri - 


six per cent while electric con- 
sumption is expected to 
increase by an annual 1 1 per 
cent, according to the minister. 

He called for investments 
worth an annual minimum of 
JD150 million in the energy 
sector in order to meet the 
growing demand on energy 
and electricity. 

The minister noted chat total 
national investments in the 
energy sector between 1986 
and 1990 totalled ID 240 mil- 
lion while a total of $200 mil- 
lion has been spent on refin- 
ing. transporting, storing and 
distributing oil and oil prod- 
ucts. 

The Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources is seeking 
to invest JD 600 million on 
energy and electricity until the 
year 2000, Dr. Dabbas staled, 
noti ng -that-this-includes- plahs . 


tor linking the national grids 
of Jordan with those of neigh- 
bouring Arab states as well as 
the provision of electricity to 
600 villages. 

Referring to oil and gas 
exploration operations, he stat- 
ed that Jordan has thus far 
spent a total of $260 million 
on such but that the King- 
dom’s oil production remains 
marginal and that in 1996 only 
2.000 barrels of crude oil were 
produced — hardly sufficient 
for a fraction of a day in Jor- 
dan. 

However, the minister 
affirmed that Jordan’s gas pro- 
duction, used to generate elec- 
tricity. reached 10 million 
cubic feet in 1996. a sum which 
accounted for 15 per cent of the 
country's total electric power 
production. 


Man retestifies in ‘national unity’ case 


AMMAN — An attorney, who 
filed a lawsuit against former 
deputy Ahmad Owidi Abbadi 
accusing him of sowing societal 
divisions, was Monday subject- 
ed, for the second time, to a two- 
hour gruelling interrogation by 
Dr. Abbadi ’s defence lawyer. 

Litigant Ahmad Habboul was 
asked by Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Momani whether he was 
a Jordanian or a Palestinian. 

This is the same question he 
was asked during his first testi- 
mony. 

“I am a Jordanian of Palestin- 
ian origin and I am proud to be 
Jordanian," Mr. Habboul reaf- 
firmed 

When Mr. Habboul was asked 
by the defence as to which coun- 
try he professes devotion, he 
responded by saying that politi- 
cally he is devoted to Jordan but 
“this does not mean chat 1 cannot 
be culturally and historically 
devoted to Palestine." 

Dr. Abbadi and the former edi- 
tor of the weekly tabloid Shihan, 
Jihad Momani are being tried at 
the Amman Court of Fust 
Instance on charges of under- 
mining national unity, inciting 
people to criminal acts and 
“fuelling bigotry” in regards to 
an interview with the former 
deputy, published in Shihan on 
June 29. 1996. 

In the interview, Mr. Abbadi 
reportedly stated: “There are 
several threats against Jordanian 
identity, both internal and exter- 
nal, as Jordan is menaced with 
becoming a substitute country 
for Palestinians.” and “Palestini- 


ans are not Jordanians under any 
circumstances.” 

Mr. Habboul charged that 
these statements were racist and 
undermine national unity and 
had asked the court for JDI mil- 
lion in compensation, stating 
that if he wins the case be will 
donaie the money to establish a 
centre to fight regionalism in the 
Kingdom. 

Attorney Momani asked Mr. 
Habboul whether he thinks that 
Dr. Abbadi's opinions are influ- 
ential. Mr. Habboul answered in 
the affirmative as Dr. Abbadi 
“was once a deputy and... can 
affect many people.” 

The litigant was also queried 
about: the date he entered the 
country, the places in which he 
resided and studied, and who 
financed his education. 

Mr. Habboul responded that 
he was bom in Jordan, bis fami- 
ly arrived to the Kingdom in 
1948, he studied in government 
schools and received his bache- 
lors degree from Alexandria 
University in Cairo, adding that 
his older brother financed his 
studies. 

Attorney Momani also pre- 
sented publications regarding 
the right of return for Palestini- 
ans and refugees and peace 
process agreements for the sec- 
ond time and asked for his opin- 
ion concerning these publica- 
tions. 

“My answer remains the same 
— 1 have no opinion about these 
publications because I did not 
read them.” Mr. Habboul said. 

Mr. Habboul was asked 


whether he supported the sever- 
ing of ties with the West Bank or 

IKJL 

“These decisions are made by 
leaders and [the people] have 
nothing to do with it,” he 
responded. 

During the court session. Dr. 
Abbadi presented a 14-page 
defence testimony denying ail 
charges and reiterating his inno- 
cence. 

He also charged that the week- 
ly tabloid inserted statements to 
his interview for which he was 
not responsible nor did he say. 

“I am an intellectual and pub- 
lished several works,” Dr. Abba- 
di said. “I harboured no inten- 
tions of harming national unity.” 

Also during the court session. 
Amman Prosecutor Jamal Zou'- 
by questioned Mr. Momani con- 
cerning die interview. 

Mr. Momani denied all 
charges and stated that he was 
indeed the editor of the newspa- 
per. however he was abroad 
when the article was published. 

At the end of the court session. 
Prosecutor Zou’by formally 
requested time to respond to Mr. 
Abbadi's defence statement 

Judge Mahmoud Ababneh, 
who is hearing the case, agreed 
and postponed the case for 
March 18. 

In related events. Mr. Habboul 
said Monday that he denied an 
Israeli television request to 
interview him regarding the 
cose. 

"This is an internal case and 
does not concern Israel,” he told 
the Jordan Times. — R.H. 


Congolese transport minister 
meets with Ensour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Con- 
golese Transport Minister 
Victor Tamba met with Act- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour Monday and the 
wo discussed Jordanian- 
Congolese cooperation in 
economic matters, air trans- 
portation. and regional and 
international issues of com- 
mon concern to Jordan and 
the Congo. 

Dr. Ensour expressed Jor- 
dan’s readiness to exchange 
expertise and consultation 
services and conclude an 
air transport agreement 
with the Congo. 

Minister of Transport 
Nasser Lawzi also attended 
the meeting. 

Mr. Tamba Monday also 
met with Royal Scientific 
Society (RSSj President 
Hani Mulki and the two 
discussed cooperation in air 
and land transport matters. 
Dr. Mulki expressed his 
willingness to collaborate 


with the minister in these 
fields. 

Mr. Tamba met Sunday 
with HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, and 
announced that Congolese 
President Pascal Lissouba 
will visit Jordan next 
month. 

Dr. Ensour offered Jor- 
dan's welcome to the Con- 
golese president, who will 
hold talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein on bolstering 
bilateral relations in various 
fields. 

Also Sunday the Con- 
golese minister met with 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Presi- 
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer Nader Dhahabi and 
voiced his country's appre- 
ciation of Jordanian con- 
sent to open an air route 
between die two countries 
to transport Congolese pil- 
grims to Mecca. 

Mr. Lawzi told the Jordan 
Times that agreement was 


reached with Mr. Tamba on 
despatching an RJ team to 
the Congo later this month 
to follow up on air transport 
talks and to examine scopes 
of cooperation and a direct 
air route. 

Mr. Tamba will visit 
Aqaba today and has dis- 
cussed maritime transport 
with Mr. Lawzi but no 
agreement has yet been 
finalised. 

Also Monday. Mr. Tamba 
visited the Royal Geo- 
graphic Centre and 
expressed his interest in 
cooperation between the 
centre and its Congolese 
counterpart. 

Centre officials briefed 
Mr. Tampa regarding sur- 
veys conducted by the cen- 
tre, preparation of maps, 
remote sensing techniques 
and their employment in 
water and agriculture 
research. 


Men sentenced to life with 
hard labour in ‘Ajloun’ case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The State 
Securiiy Court Monday 
sentenced three men to life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour after they were 
declared guilty of plotting 
subversion and of possess' 
ing illegal arms with illicit 
intent 

Ikremah Mahmoud. 28. 
an architect Yousef 
Ahmad, 27, a teacher, and 
Ali Mohammad Mustafa, 
unemployed, were original- 
ly sentenced to death, a sen- 
tence which the Military' 
Court immediately com- 
muted to life imprisonment. 

“Since the defendants had 
no previous criminal record 
and caused neither deaths 
nor damages, the court • 
decided to reduce the sen- 
tence,” according to the 
military tribunal. 

The defendants told the 
court last year that land- 
mines which they collected 
from a field in Ajloun were 
not intended for terrorist 
attacks, but rather to “pro- 
tect themselves and their 
country in case of an Israeli 
invasion.” 

But in its Monday ruling, 
the Military Court rejected 
the defendants’ claims, stat- 
ing that the mines were 
originally planted by 
Armed Forces experts in 
order to protect the country. 

“The landmines planted 
in the field are to protect 


the country, and their 
actions [in removing them] 
are considered acts of sabo- 
tage.” the courr said. 

The tribunal was headed 
by Military Justices Yousef 
Faouri, Ahmad Ayash and 
Na’el Ma&sadeh. 

On Dec. 8. 1 996 the three 
defendants pleaded guilty 
only to possession of illegal 
weapons (landmines), but 
denied charges of illicit 
intent and plotting acts of 
terrorism. 

Defence Attorney' Radi 
Ghareibeh expressed disap- 
pointment over the verdict 
and confirmed that the 
defence team is planning to 
appeal the verdict. 

“It was a harsh sentence 
and the court did not take 
my clients’ confessions and 
guilty plea into considera- 
tion,” Attorney Ghareibeh 
told reporters following the 
verdict’s announcement. 

“My clients’ sole inten- 
tions were to protect the 
soil of this country from an 
enemy (Israel) which still 
occupies part of Jordan.” he 
added. 

During their closing argu- 
ments in January of 1997, 
the attorneys argued that 
the severing of legal ties 
with the West Bunk was 
unconstitutional and there- 
fore. the so-called occupied 
territories formed part of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the three 


suspects who resided in the 
Hashmieh district of 
Ajloun. had resolved to lit- 
get Israeli tourists visiting 
Ajloun and Jcrash. follow- 
ing the conclusion of a 
peace treaty between Jor- 
dan anil Israel. 

The sheet said that the 
first defendant Ikremah 
Mahmoud knew an officer 
at the Royal Engineering 
Corps and asked him to 
teach him how to remove 
and detonate landmines. 

In November of 1995. the 
defendants dug 25 land- 
mines in the Kafarangeh 
district of Ajloun and hid 
the explosives in a cave 
near the minefield for later 
use against Israeli tourists, 
the charge sheet said. 

On Feb. 2. .1996 the three 
defendants placed the 
mines in a bag. stopped a 
pick-up truck and asked the 
driver to give them a ride to 
the Hashmieh district. 

A police officer in civilian 
clothes, who was riding the 
pick-up truck with the 
defendants, became suspi- 
cious of the three men and 
informed a police unit 
which was parked near the 
Kafarangeh intersection 
w'here the men descended, 
the charge sheet said. 

A search ensued and 
police found the landmines 
in the bags they were carry- 
ing. The three were imme- 
diately booked, the charge 
sheet said. 


Inaugural ceremony for UNRWA 
building to be held in Waqqas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
inaugural ceremony for 
a United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) health and 
social services com- 
pound will be formally 
held in the town of 
Waqqas in the Northern 
Jordan Valley region on 
Thursday, according to 
an UNRWA announce- 
ment released Monday. 

The United States has 
contributed $400,000 
for the project which 
includes a health care 
centre, a kindergarten, a 
women’s centre and a 


comprehensive rehabili- 
tation centre for the 
handicapped. UNRWA 
said. 

UNRWA already pro- 
vides these services to 
the local community, 
through rented, scat- 
tered and sometimes 
“unsuitable” buildings, 
the statement said. 

The U.S. government 
has pledged $400,000 to 
UNRWA to construct the 
compound on a 7,000 
square metre plot of 
land, offered to the pro- 
ject by Waqqas munici- 
pality. it added. 


UNRWA expects the 
15.000 inhabitants of 
Waqqas and nearby vil- 
lages to benefit from 
these services once the 
building is completed at 
the beginning of 199S. 

The statement said that 
U.S. Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Wesly Egan will 
inaugurate the project 
during the ceremony to 
be attended by UNRWA 
senior officials as well 
as local community 
leaders and government 
officials. 




M.:i 


V - 

V 1 

iU:. ‘ . - 


Reporter ; photographer gain access to ‘ Monte Carlo ’ 
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by Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - A so-called 
‘pleasure cruiser,' docked 
at the port of Aqaba, 
again made headlines 
yesterday, several weeks 
after an Islamist deputy 
described activities tak- 
ing place on the vessel as 
"immoral” and corrupt- 
ing the Jordanian society. 

The Arabic weekly 
tabloid Al Bilad main- 
tained that it secreted a 
reporter and photograph- 


er aboard the ship and 
splashed headlines with 
photographs of scantily 
clad women dancing in 
state rooms during a 
party reportedly held on 
the second day of 'Hid Al 
Fitr. 

It was the first firsthand 
press report regarding 
events taking place on the 
Panamanian-flagged, 
Russian-registered ves- 
sel. 

According to Al Bilad 
reporter Taha Abu Ridn 
and photographer Hus- 


sein Al Shobaki, for 
approximately $65, the 
boat offered strip shows 
and gambling facilities 
plus an overnight stay 
and two meals for guests. 

The entrance fee itself 
was misleading, Mr. Abu 
Ridn told the Jordan 
Times; “We were told 
that we would get a room, 
two meals and free tick- 
ets to shows aboard the 
ship for $50, but we had 
to pay an entrance fee of 
JD50 and another $15 for 
the show,” he said. 


In their report in Al 
Bilad, Mr. Abu Ridn and 
Mr. Shobaki charged that 
the vessel committed 
three violations of Jor- 
danian laws on Feb. 8. 
the day of the 'Eid al Fitr 
party; it permitted gam- 
bling and strip shows 
while anchored in Jor- 
danian territorial waters 
and also permitted chil- 
dren to attend these same 
shows. 

“The strip shows took 
place in between night 
programmes which 


included a Russian singer 
and an Arabic music 
band.” Mr. Abu Ridn told 
the Jordan Times. 

The gambling room was 
full of Jordanian and for- 
eign businessmen with 
betting beginning at 
around $500, Mr. Abu 
Ridn said. 

“The ship planned to 
cruise to Eilat (in Israel) 
and Sharm al Sheikh (in 
Egypt) at around 8:30 
p.m. and return to Aqaba 
at 6:00 a.m, however it 
departed at around 12:30 


a.m. sailed for one hour 
and then dropped anchor 
in the sea for few hours 
before returning to Aqaba 
at 4:00 a.m.” Mr. Abu 
Ridn said. 

The controversy oyer 
the ship surfaced during 
the Christmas holiday 
when Islamist Aqaba 
Deputy Bader Riati 
protested in Parliament 
that “promoting delin- 
quent behaviour is 
against our national 
morals, beliefs and oblig- 
ations." 


According to Mr. Riati, 
the ship. “Monte Carlo” 
was described by its 
agents as a “floating 
restaurant intended to 
promote tourism." and 
was initially granted per- 
mission by local authori- 
ties to dock in the port of 
Aqaba. 

However, the deputy 
released a statement to 
Parliament that ’’the ship 
was being used for solici- 
tation purposes and other 
illegal and religiously 
prohibited acts." 


Mr. Riati demanded that 
the government take nec- 
essary action to remove 
the ship from Jordanian 
territorial waters.. 

“The ship is a venue for 
gambling, dancing and 
other so-called entertain- 
ment activities,” Mr. 
Riati said. ’’Jordan 
encourages tourism and 
welcomes tourists but we 
need that they understand 
and respect our values, 
customs and morals.” 






4 World News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 18, 1997 


Pakistan’s Sharif urges 
India to discuss Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Prime Minister-Elect Na- 
waz Sharif Monday said he 
wanted to revive long- 
stalled peace talks with Pa- 
kistan's arch-foe India, but 
said New Delhi must be 
willing to let Kashmiris de- 
cide their own future. 

"Through dialogue, we 
should resolve our problems 
and then move towards 
prosperity." Mr. Sharif told 
the newiy elected National 
Assembly i lower house) 
after winning a 177-16 con- 
fidence vote. 

President Farooq Leghari 
was due to swear in Mr. 
Sharif as prime minister 
later Monday. 

"I hope that India will stop 
atrocities in Kashmir and 
play its role in giving the 
right of self-determination 
to' Kashmiris, and will with- 
draw 500,000 to 600.000 
troops from Kashmir that 
have been shedding the 
blood of unarmed Kashmi- 
ris.” Mr. Sharif said. 

"India should solve the 


Kashmir problem through a 
U.N. -mandated plebiscite.” 

Successive Pakistani gov- 
ernments have insisted that 
the people of mainly Mus- 
lim Kashmir be allowed to 
vote whether to join Islamic 
Pakistan or Hindu-majority 
India. 

India, which controls two- 
thirds of the Himalayan re- 
gion. says Kashmir is an in- 
tegral pan of its territory. 
India and Pakistan have 
fought three wars since in- 
dependence in 1947, two of 
them sparked by tension 
over Kashmir. 

Mr. Sharif said India must 
realise it had to discuss 
Kashmir if it wanted good 
neighbourly relations with 
Pakistan, which he said 
would be in the interests of 
both countries. 

‘Today as much as our 
economy relies on loans, 
India is in the same situa- 
tion, and the problems of 
our cities, villages and the 
poor people axe the same in 
India. 


“We think that we should 
spend most of our income 
on our people, our develop- 
ment and on our prosperity. 
India, too, must have the 
same wish." he said. 

__ “We will take one step 
forward, and I am sure India 
will do the same and then 
we can sit down to settle our 
issues, which are very 
important for both of us and 
for South Asia." 

Mr. Sharif's victory in the 
Feb. 3 general election has 
raised hopes that the two 
countries could soon re- 
sume high-level peace talks 
that were broken off in early 
1994 after getting bogged 
down on the Kashmir dis- 
pute. 

Indian Prime Minister H. 
D. Deve Gowda said Thurs- 
day he favoured fresh talks, 
but would never relinquish 
Kashmir. 

Pakistan said Friday that 
Mr. Deve Gowda's offer of 
talks was pointless unless 
the subject of Kashmir was 
on the table. 


India Monday congratu- 
lated Mr. Sharif on taking 
office and said it was will- 
ing to resume peace talks on 
a wide range of issues 
including disputed Kashmir. 

“I wish you success in the 
heavy rasks that lie ahead,” 
Mr. Deve Gowda said in a 
letter to Mr. Sharif. “We are 
ready and willing to have 
wide-ranging comprehen- 
sive talks on all issues of 
mutual concern.” 

“You might construe that 
the Prime Minister (Deve 
Gowda 1 is suggesting that 
Kashmir could be one of the 
issues to discuss with Pakis- 
tan,” a Foreign Ministry 
official said. 

Mr. Deve Gowda said in 
his letter, released in New 
Delhi, that India believed 
cooperation between the 
longtime foes would benefit 
the people of both nations. 
“To this end, we seek an 
early resumption of dia- 
logue between our wo 
countries, at appropriate 
level,” he said. 


Algerian army reportedly 
kills more than 60 rebels 


PARIS (R) — An Algerian 
army offensive using heli- 
copters and ground troops 
in the rugged northeastern 
region of Tamesguida killed 
more than 60 Muslim re- 
bels, an Algerian newspaper 
said Monday. 

Army helicopters fired at 
guerrillas holed up in hilly 
forest 65 kilometres south- 
west of Algiers and troops 
moved in at the weekend to 
kill more than 60 rebels in 
their hideouts, said Liberte 
newspaper. 

Tamesguida is a strong- 
hold of Muslim guerrillas in 


Medea province. Rebels 
stormed an army barracks in 
Tamesguida in 1993 killing 
at least 22 soldiers by cut- 
ting their throats. Rebels 
also slaughtered 12 Croat- 
ian workers there the same 
year. 

Liberte said the operation 
was part of an offensive to 
wipe out guerrillas the 
authorities blame for killing 
more than 300 people in Al- 
giers and neighbouring 
towns and villages in the 
past month. 

Security forces killed se- 
ven guerrillas Friday when 


they stormed a rebel hideout 
in Cherarba. 40 kilometres 
south of Algiers, the news- 
paper said. 

More than 170 guerrillas 
have been killed, according 
to Algerian newspaper re- 
ports, since President Lia- 
mine Zeroual on Jan. 24 
vowed to wipe out guerril- 
las. 

About 60.000 people have 
been killed in Algeria's vio- 
lence since early 1992 when 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which radi- 
cal Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 


Report: Britain to defer 
choice of Eurofighter missile 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
may defer until after the ge- 
neral election, the choice 
between a European and 
U.S. missile to equip the fu- 
ture Eurofighter. the Finan- 
cial Times (FT) reported 
Monday. 

The paper said the Minis- 
try of Defence (MOD) was 
considering putting off a 
decision on the £900 mil- 
lion (SI. 4 billion) contract, 
to avoid controversy during 
the run-up to the polls, 
which must be held by the 
end of May. 

Companies vying to build 
the medium-range air-to-air 
missile due to equip die 
future European fighter, are 
Hughes of the United States 
— the world leader in its 
field — and a European 
consortium led by the mis- 


sile division of British Ae- 
rospace. and which includes 
Matra (Trance) and Daim- 
ler-Benz Aerospace (Ger- 
many). 

The MOD was contem- 
plating funding an extra 
year's research by the two 
candidates at a cost of £5 
million ($8 million) each, 
the FT said. This would 
mean that when they were 
delivered to the Royal Air 
Force, theoretically in 2002. 
the Eurofighters could not 
armed with the new missile. 

The Eurofighter to be 
built by British Aerospace. 
Dasa (Germany). Casa 
(Spain) and Alenia (Italy) 
wa's originally to be armed 
with a medium-range air-ro- 
air missile ( Armaarn) devel- 
oped by Hughes in the 
1980s. But Britain then said 


a more sophisticated missile 
was needed to match prog- 
ress made by the Russians 
in air-to-air missile technol- 
ogy. 

The FT said London 
hoped the extra time would 
allow its Eurofighter part- 
ners. notably Germany, to 
reach a decision on sharing 
the costs of the new missile, 
the Amraam. This is less 
than sure however since 
Germany which is cutting 
back its defence spending, 
took a long time to agree to 
fund the' aircraft 'itself. 
Bonn has still not confirmed 
its order for 180 aircraft. 

Britain is already prepared 
to go ahead with production 
of the Eurofighter of which 
it has ordered 232. Spain is 
similarly ready and has 
ordered 87 aircraft. 


Politician’s boxer shorts at centre 
of New Zealand political battle 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
A pair of silk boxer shorts 
will Tuesday be at the cen- 
tre of the first full session of 
the New Zealand parlia- 
ment after last November's 
general election. 

As the ruling National 
Party-New Zealand First 
(NZF) coalition has only a 
one seat majority in the 
house, the fashion tastes of 
NZF politician Tukoroiran- 
gi Morgan are very politi- 
cally significant. 

The opposition Labour 
Party can barely believe its 
luck at the series of blun- 
ders which have afflicted 
NZF. 

The row revolves around 
a government decision this 
month to pur an additional 
54 million into Aotearoa 
Television Network (ATN). 
a small ailing Auckland 
based television station 
broadcasting in Maori. 

Mr. Morgan, a Maori, was 
one of its founding directors 
and opposition parties claim 
money went to ATN as a 
reward for its editorial sup- 
port of NZF in the election. 

As that row developed it 
turned out Mr. Morgan and 
ATN director Morehu 
McDonald used SI 6.000 of 


ATN money to dress them- 
selves from an elite men's 
clothing shop. Mr. Mor- 
gan's expenditure included 
a pair of S69 underpants, 
boxers for $70 and two ties 
worth a total of $298. 

Mr. Morgan reacted angri- 
ly to the revelations saying 
the allegations were “nil- 
picking” and stirred up by 
“paranoia over Maori tele- 
vision." 

“People are entitled to 
think what they like but at 
the end of the day it was my 
right and I spent it.” he told 
Radio New Zealand. 

Mr. Morgan claimed his 
“Mana" required he be app- 
ropriately dressed. 

But the scandal proved 
too rich for the government 
which reversed its decision 
to put in the extra money 
and now ATN faces closure. 

Mr. Morgan has kept a 
low profile but on Monday 
his tribal elders asked him 
to apologise for his actions. 
His electorate chairman. 
Tiini Maipi said the elders 
had advised that the MP 
needed to humble himself 
and apologise to ATN staff 
who believed they were 
wronged by his actions, 
although they were not ille- 


gal. 

T think he will (apologise 
to the staff) and I will try to 
advise him to.” Mr. Maipi 
said. 

“People have every right 
to ask him some hard ques- 
tions and he has to be there 
to answer those questions.” 

Mr. Maipi was certain Mr. 
Morgan would survive the 
attacks and said he was 
bearing up under weight of 
the allegations. 

“He seems to be ail right. 
But when you have that 
kind of pressure ... the 
man's only human. 

“He's done some wonder- 
ful things in the past and 
he's made some mistakes. 
It's a question of how many 
times he can get up. He's 
certainly got the support 
and the upbringing to do 
that." Mr. Maipi said. 

He believed Mr. Morgan 
had become a scapegoat for 
dismay at the new power of 
Maori in government. 

“It’s the first time in histo- 
ry of New Zealand politics 
that we have Maori in a 
position of power. That's 
the real issue. Tuku's under- 
pants is a side issue.” he 
said. 


Cambodian 

rebel 

hardliners 

said 

to defect 

SIEM REAP, Cambodia 
(R) — About 150 Khmer 
Rouge members defected 
to the Cambodian govern- 
ment Monday and negotia- 
tors tried to persuade 
feared Commander Ta Mok 
to follow suit military offi- 
cials said. 

"One hundred and fifty 
Khmer Rouge hardliners 
decided to join the govern- 
ment today.” said General 
Nuon Vana. deputy to 
northwest regional military 
Commander General Khan 
Savoeuo. 

Gen. Nuon Vana said 
Gen. Khan Savouen had 
flown to the defectors’ vil- 
lage at Sre Phrang. about 
30 kilometres southeast of 
the Khmer Rouge base at 
Anlong Veng, close to the 
border with Thailand. 

He did not know how 
many of the 150 defectors 
were guerrillas and how 
many were their depen- 
dants. 

The Khmer Rouge, 
whose 1975-79 rule left at 
least one million people 
dead, reneged on a 1991 
peace pact and had been 
fighting the coalition gov- 
ernment since 1993. 

The movement began 
crumbling after former top 
official Ieng Sary split with 
hardliners in August. 

Thousands of guerrillas 
have come over to the gov- 
ernment side, but an esti- 
mated 2,000 hardliners 
loyal to Khmer Rouge lea- 
ders Pol Pot and Comman- 
der Ta Mok are holding out 
around Anlong Veng. 

Gen. Nuon Vana said 15 
negotiators and pilots, who 
had been missing since 
Friday, were in Anlong 
Veng and negotiating with 
the one-legged Comman- 
der Ta Mok, known as “the 
butcher” for his ruthless 
reputation. 

“They are there to carry 
on negotiations in order ro 
persuade more Khmer 
Rouge” to join the coalition 
government, he said. 

The defection of Com- 
mander Ta Mok. viewed 
along with Pol Pot as the 
most hardline leader, 
would probably prove fatal 
to the Maoist group as a 
guerrilla movement, ana- 
lysts said. 

It was not clear if the 
helicopter pilots and nego- 
tiators were being forced to 
stay in Khmer Rouge terri- 
tory against their will. 

Military officials had said 
Sunday that the group was 
being held hostage after 
Commander Ta Mok lured 
them by saying he wanted 
to defect. 

The negotiators at An- 
long Veng are members of 
the royalist FUNCINPEC 
Party. 



Former Russian security chief General Alexander Lebed (centre) accompanied by his 
wife Inna and security people arrives to visit the Eiffel Tower. Gen. Lebed arrived in 
France Sunday for a five-day private visit (Reuter photo) 

Lebed meets French central bank governor 


PARIS (AFP) — Russian 
presidential hopeful 
Alexander Lebed held an 
hour of private talks Mon- 
day with Bank of France 
Governor Jean-Claude Tri- 
chet. 

The Central Bank gave no 
information on the talks. 

General Lebed, who 
wants to succeed ailing 
President Boris Yeltsin, ar- 
rived here Sunday for a 
five-day visit to France. 

Later Monday, he was 
scheduled to meet with for- 
mer Gaullist Interior Minis- 
ter Charles Pasqua. 

During his visit. Gen. Le- 
bed will also hold talks with 
National Assembly and Se- 
nate Speakers Philippe Se- 
guin and Rene Monory but 
is not scheduled to meet any 
member of the government. 

The former Red Army and 
Russian general — who last 
year was appointed, then 
sacked by Mr. Yeltsin as na- 
tional security chief — is in 
France at the invitation of 
the European Association of 
Political Consultants. 

This, his fourth trip to the 
West, is meant to boost his 
public image at home and 
abroad. 

At his request Gen. Lebed 
will also meet with the 
Foreign Ministry's Secre- 
tary General Bertrand 
Dufourcq. 


Gen. Lebed's itinerary, 
and the willingness of offi- 
cials to meet with him. indi- 
cates the international com- 
munity views him as a pos- 
sible successor to Mr. Yel- 
tsin. whose health remains 
uncertain. 

Gen. Lebed predicted in 
interviews on arriving in 
France Sunday that Russia's 
political system would col- 
lapse within a year. 

“The system which Rus- 
sia's political establishment 
represents is condemned 
and rotting in place. In a 
year at the most it will dis- 
appear." Gen. Lebed told 
the daily newspaper Le Fi- 
garo. 

Gen. Lebed made a strong 
showing in a presidential 
election in June last year 
and some opinion polls rate 
him as the most popular of 
those who hope to succeed 
President Boris Yeltsin. 
Gen. Lebed has said he ex- 
pects an early election. 

Gen. Lebed denied in an 
interview with French tele- 
vision that he could lead a 
coup to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

“Russia has had enough 
bloodshed. I stopped two 
wars and will do everything 
to avoid a coup d'etat,” he 
said. 

Geo. Lebed warned, how- 
ever, that moves to strength- 


en Mr. Yeltsin's powers 
could push the Russian peo- 
ple to the streets. 

“1 want to avoid this. In 
Russia, the people take a 
long time to rise but when 
they do it takes a lot of time 
and a lot of blood to stop it.” 
he said. 

Gen. Lebed said the Rus- 
sian army “didn't count any 
longer” and the government 
had given real military mus- 
cle to Interior Ministry 
troops who were “much bet- 
ter equipped, armed and 
paid... they make up half the 
military system today.” 

The Russian officer said, 
however, that Western busi- 
nessmen were right to in- 
vest in Russia. 

“Russia is a gigantic po- 
tential market The first one 
who comes will be the best 
served — but it is not with- 
out risks,” he said. 

Gen. Lebed was limping 
when be arrived and aides 
said he was suffering from 
an in-grown toenail which 
forced him to cancel 
planned visits to Napo- 
leon's tomb and the French 
Army Museum. Instead, he 
was taken to the Eiffel 
Tower. 

French radio said he 
would be treated later by the 
doctor of the Paris St- 
Germain football team. 


Burmese troops reportedly move on 
last territory held by Karen rebels 

of canying out sabotage in 
urban and rural areas, 
including attacks on civilian 
vehicles. 

The large majority of the 
“so-called civilian refu- 
gees” were actually the fa- 
milies of KNU fighters, he 
said. 

Thousands of refugees 
have fled from villages in 
areas formerly controlled 
by the KNU’s sixth brigade 
into Umphang district of 
Tak province 'in Thailand, 
creating a logistical head- 
ache for aid workers and 
Thai officials. 

KNU joint secretary 
Mahn Sha said Sunday that 
some 2,000 fighters of the 
Sixth Brigade had dispersed 
into the jungle to carry on 
their guerrilla tactics in the 
face of the superior govern- 
ment forces. 

A Thai military Border 
Task Force office said Sun- 
day that there were now 
22,000 refugees in Um- 
phang including 1 1 .300 new 
arrivals since the start of the 
government assault last 
week. 

• M n an * hile * aid workers 

in Umphang said shelling 
had been reported late Sun- 
day in areas formerly held 
by the Sixth Brigade." 

Shells landed near Beun° 
Klueng m Umphang dist 
frict, where some 9.000 re- 
fugees have gathered, both 
new arrivals and those who 
have abandoned camps 
closer to the border. P 


MAE SOT, Thailand (AFP) 
— Troops were moving 
against the last areas of 
southeastern Burma held by 
ethnic Karen guerrillas, bor- 
der sources said Monday, as 
the rebels’ leader accused 
the government of trying to 
crush his fighters. 

Government troops were 
approaching a strip of terri- 
tory more than 200 kilome- 
tres long adjacent to the 
border with Thailand held 
by the Fourth Brigade of the 
Karen National Union 
(KNU), they said. 

Aid workers on the border 
reported that about 700 
refugees fleeing in face of 
the offensive were lined up 
on the Burmese side waiting 
to cross into Thailand. 

About 2.000 KNU fight- 
ers were stationed in the ter- 
ritory. which runs along the 
Tenasserim river adjacent to 
the Thai province of Kan- 
chanaburi. where the last 
KNU-held villages are situ- 
ated, a rebel source said. 

He added he expected the 
main thrust of the govern- 
ment attack to be against 
Minthamee. the main KNU 
base in the area, where most 
of the rebel group’s fighters 
were concentrated. 

A controversial pipeline 
project which the Burmese 
government is constructing 
with the aid of French. Thai 
and U.S. companies to sup- 
ply natural gas to Thailand 
from offshore fields in the 
Andaman Sea is located just 


north of the area. 

The pipeline has been 
attacked several times by 
KNU guerrillas. 

Meanwhile, the leader of 
the Karen National Union 
(KNU) vowed to battle on 
against the offensive and 
accused the military junta of 
trying to crush the KNU. 

KNU Chairman Bo Mya 
told The Nation daily: “We 
will continue to fight since 
they are attacking us. In fact 
we are defending ourselves 
... We are not going to give 
up.” 

*1 don't think the military 
government wants peace,” 
he said. “What they want is 
a peace based on a master 
and slave relationship. 
What we want is a genuine 
peace based on justice and 
fairness." 

The KNU is the only ma- 
jor ethnic insurgency which' 
has not reached a ceasefire 
agreement with Rangoon, 
saying such a move would 
amount to surrender. 

A Burmese military intel- 
ligence official denied in a 
statement issued to AFP 
from Rangoon that a larger 
operation opposite Thai- 
land’s Tak province was an 
offensive. 

Additional troops had 
been sent to the area to pat- 
rol and “effectively secure 
the area,” he said. 

“The government has no 
choice but to clear up the 
area for national security.” 
he said, accusing the KNU 


Slavonia 
Serbs seek* 
Croatian 
papers 

VUKOVAR, Croatia (R) 

— Cornered in a small en- 
clave. minority Serbs are 
queuing up en masse to be ■ ■ 
citizens of a Croatian state 
they once repudiated with 
bloodshed. 

More than 100.000 Serbs 
in Croatia’s war-ravaged 
Eastern Slavonia region 
face reintegration under 
Croatian government au- 
thority after elections in 
April supervised by a U.N. 
Transitional Administra- 
tion (UNTAES). 

UNTAES has urged fear- 
ful Serbs to apply for 
Croatian citizenship papers 
to secure a future in a coun-^j 
try with prosperous Wes' 
tem-oriented potential, ra- 
ther than choose exile in 
impoverished Socialist 
Serbia. 

To that purpose, 
UNTAES has set up offices 
in 21 enclave towns where 
Croatian officials bussed in 
daily across ceasefire lines 
with a U.N. armoured es- 
cort process applications 
for personal identity papers 
including passports. 

More than 40.000 Serbs 
so far have obtained the do- 
cuments needed to vote, 
buy and sell property and 
get pensions and other so- 
cial benefits, U.N. moni- 
tors in Vukovar say. 

The experience of stand- 
ing in line for documents 
emblazoned with the che- 
ckerboard symbol which 
they once equated with 
supposed Croatian fascism , 
borders on traumatic for { 
some Serbs. 

For others, Croatian pa- 
pers are just a practical in- 
surance policy compensat- 
ing for die failed promise 
of Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic to guaran- 
tee a breakaway Serb state 
carved by war out of newly 
independent Croatia in 
.1991. 

All wonder whether the 
papers will mean much gi- 
ven the anti-Serb hostility 
of soon-to-retum Croat 
neighbours that may be 
hard to restrain by the Zag- 
reb government. 

AH things considered, 
however, Serbs are now 
flooding the documenta- 
tion centres for varied rea- 
sons even as diehard com- 
patriots stage daily street 
rallies against reintegra- 
tion. 

Most applicants for pa- 
pers so far are middle-aged - 
or elderly refugees seeking: 
to reclaim or sell homes in 
the former rebel Krajina 
enclave reconquered in a 
1995 Croatian offensive. 

. “We are all of us lost ca- 
ses here, neither on heaven 
nor on Earth. No one has 
decent accommodation and 
why should 1 not go back to 
ray own home (in Kraji- 
na),” said an elderly wo- 
man. 

Ilija Kalanj. 54. a worker 
from the old Krajina town 
of Benkovac but who now 
lives in Serbia, stood in the 
warm February sun gazing 
at new embossed family • 
identity papers in his hand. 

“These are the documents 
of my birthplace. I am very 
proud to have them. All I 
want is to go back where 1 
was bom. I am sure J could 
again live back there. The ■ 
checkerboard does nolf* 
bother me at all,” he insist- 1 
ed. 

Other applicants wanted . 
only to sell property in 
order to build a new life in 
Serbia, however. 

I only want the papers so 
I can go back io Sibenik and 
see how they torched our 
home. Our father wants to 
sell what is left but later we 
will most probably move to 
Serbia." said Ruzica Popo* 

V 'm a 2 ”‘- vear ‘ old man. 

wot many original Serb 
residents of Eastern Sla- 
V 3n,a have come so far but 
they have more time to de- 
cide since they need only 
show up to collect pre- 
pnnted identity documents. 

Uragoljub. a 55-year-oJd 
man dressed in his best but 
shabby suit, applied to be 
reunited with his Croaii, 
£ife who evacuated her * 

. oat Mother to Zagreb du- 
ring the 1991 war ^ nc j was 

10 return to rebel- 
held Vukovar. 
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Explosive-sniffing dogs help South Korean police search for possible bombs in the luggage of passengers at Seoul's 
Kimpo Airport Monday. South Korea has braced itself for attacks by North Korea following the shooting of North 
Korean defector Li D-Nam. Mr. Li, a prominent defector who is the nephew of North Korean leader Kim Jong-D’s 
ex-wife, was shot Saturday night near his apartment Government officials have described the shooting as an assas- 
sination attempt by North Korean infiltrators fReuter photo) 
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India’s defence budget flags 
behind China and Pakistan 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian experts said Monday 
the country’s defence bud- 
get was inadequate and 
flagged behind neighbours 
China and Pakistan, the 
Press Trust of India report- 
ed. 

“Given our defence re- 
quirements, the allocation 
does not even meet 75 per 
cent of the total demand," 
said Major-General D. Ba- 
neqee, co-director of the 
Institute for Peace and Con- 
flict Studies. 

The Indian government 
hiked defence spending by 
$270 million to $7.94 bil- 
lion last July, one of the 
lowest increases in decades. 
Experts said New Delhi 
, '!ipeif i 2:39 percent of grossi 
domestic product (GDr) bni' 
defence in the clirtent fiscal 1 
year to March, compared to 
6.8S by Pakistan and 5.63 
by China. 

They said the acquisition 
of U.S. F-16 fighter jets by 
arch-foe Pakistan and re- 
ported militarisation by 
China along its southern 
border with India could un- 
i'T '■*« dermine national security, 
i. .i' Jiclurj India has fought three 
itnlj- wars with Pakistan and a 
.•..ii:i'i k» brief but bitter border clash 
with China in 1962. Gen. 
•;Tiii.inM‘ Banerjee said' the budget 
,!i .Hi- nnJ&L would be further strained by 
\ $1.8 billion deal with 

Russia to buy 40 Sukhoi- 
308. Eight jets will arrive by 


March while the others will 
be delivered by 2001. 

The Defence Ministry 
was also critical in a report 
last year, saying: “Given In- 
dia’s security concerns, the 
outlay on defence, assessed 
as a percentage of the total 
central government expen- 
diture or of the gross do- 
mestic product, continues to 
be the lowest among our 
neighbouring countries.” 

J as want Singh, a former 
defence minister and a re- 
tired colonel, had also 
slammed the budget 
“Defence preparedness is 
not a stop-go mechanism." 
he said. Annual spending on 
India's million-plus array, 
one of the world’s largest, 
was, increased by only $4. 1 
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million to S3'. 8 'bill ion iti'fis- 
cal 1996-97. The budget for 
the current financial year is 
due at the end of the month. 

Meanwhile. Ousted Pakis- 
tani Premier Benazir Bhutto 
said Monday that Pakistan 
would find a matching res- 
ponse this year to the nuc- 
lear-capable Prithvi missile 
acquired by its arch-rival 
India. 

In a speech to the new 
parliament, she did not spe- 
cify whether she meant that 
Pakistan would develop its 
own missile saying only 
"Pakistan will give its res- 
ponse to Prithvi this year.” 

This would neutralise the 
danger posed by India’s 


development and deploy- 
ment of the medium range 
missile, she told the parlia- 
ment 

She was speaking as op- 
position leader after the lo- 
wer house overwhelmingly 
endorsed Nawaz Sharif as 
prime minister for a five 
year term. 

Pakistan has consistently 
complained of perceived 
threats to its security from 
India's missile programme 
while denying Western 
charges that it had acquired 
M-ll missiles from China. 

Ms. Bhutto did not specif- 
ically say if Pakistani ex- 
perts were developing their 
own missile to counter the 
threat from India. 

Pakistan and Andia i have 
fought three wars since 
1947, mainly over the linge- 
ring dispute about Kashmir. 

Neither country are signa- 
tories to the Nuclear Non 
Proliferation Treaty and a 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, and both are be- 
lieved capable of speedily 
assembling nuclear bombs. 

Pakistan in the past had 
said its imports from China 
did not violate the interna- 
tional Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR). 

Reports from Washington 
last year alleged that Pakis- 
tan imported M-ll missiles 
from China but both Isla- 
mabad and Beijing denied 
the claim. 


Congress support of Indian 
coalition to be ‘issue-based’ 
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NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Congress Party has sent a 
frosty warning to Prime Mi- 
nister H.Di Deve Gowda 
ahead of a budget meeting 
of parliament, telling his 
centre-left government not 
to take its crucial support 
for granted. 

The Congress Working 
Committee (CWC), the par- 
ty’s main policymaking bo- 
dy, issued a statement late 
Sunday accusing the United 
Front (UF) minority coali- 
tion of takin g steps that 
were not in the interests of 
the people. 

"The CWC resolves that 
, Congress support to UF 
henceforth would be based 
on issues and not uncondi- 
■ tionaL” it said. 

The strongly worded 
statement. issued nine 
months after Deve Gowda 
took power, revived the 
spectre of mid-term elec- 
tions. 

“Now there is a shift and 
■change,” Congress spokes- 
man Vithal Gadgil said. 
“They (United Front) can- 
not take us for granted. 
From .now on our support 
will be issue-based." 

Asked if Congress 
1 planned to pull down the 
government Mr. Gadgil 
said: “We want to convey to 
fithem, ‘don't take us for 
granted.’ We are not afraid 
of elections." 

Deve Gowda’s 13-party 
centre-left coalition de- 
pends on the support of 
Congress to survive in par- 


liament against the right- 
wing Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). 

The United Front Coa- 
lition, which rook power in 
June following inconclusive 
general elections, controls 
178 votes in the 545-seat 
lower house of parliament, 
or Lok Sabha. 

It needs the 142 votes 
held by Congress and its al- 
lies to musrer a majority. 
The BJP and its allies have 
194 votes, also short of a 
majority but the biggest 
contingent in parliament. 

All India Radio called the 
Congress warning a “major 
shift." The Times of India 
said it was interpreted as 
“Congress’s first step to- 
wards withdrawing support 
to the Deve Gowda govern- 
ment." 

But the United Front 
shrugged off the threat. 

"The government is abso- 
lutely confident," a senior 
United Front leader who 
asked not to be named told 
Reuters. "Congress is un- 
comfortable this govern- 
ment is surviving with their 
support. They are in no po- 
sition to go to the polls.” 

Until Sunday's five-hour 
meeting of its policymaking 
body. Congress had extend- 
ed unconditional support to 
Mr. Deve Gowda. 

But tensions between the 
government and Congress 
have mounted since Sitaram 
Kesri took charge of the 
party, in September after 


former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, charged in 
three criminal cases, gave 
up the leadership post. 

Adding to strains was the 
BJP’s overwhelming victo- 
ry with its local pro-Sikh 
partner in this month's local 
elections in Punjab state. 

The Congress Working 
Committee statement said 
the United Front had failed 
to work with it to “contain 
the forces of communal- 
ism” — a reference to the 
BJP, which its opponents 
accuse of favouring India's 
Hindu majority. 

Congress, which had 
ruled Punjab for five years, 
was especially hard hit by 
the setback, which gave 
ammunition to Mr. Kesri's 
detractors within the party. 

The United From leader 
Said Kesri was keen to tigh- 
ten his grip over the party 
by deflecting attention 
away from the Punjab de- 
feat and raising the political 
stakes ahead of the next ses- 
sion of parliament set to 
start Thursday. 

Congress also lost four 
key parliamentary by-elec- 
tions earlier this month. 

Id the three-month ses- 
sion’s main item of busi- 
ness, Mr. Deve Gowda's 
government is set on Feb. 
28 to propose its budget for 
the 1997/98 fiscal year be- 
ginning on April I. 


Germany, 
U.S. united 
on NATO 
enlargement. 
Relations 
with Russia 

BONN (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright and German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said Friday that W- 
ashington and Bonn were 
fully united on the need to 
work for NATO enlarge- 
ment and a charter of rela- 
tions between NATO and 
Russia. 

Mrs. Albright said they 
agreed on NATO adapta- 
tion. NATO enlargement 
and. the. lifted For strong re- 
lations with Russia, Uk- 
raine and the Baltic states, 
and were working together 
to make the enlargement 
process a success. 

Referring to the NATO 
summit in early July when 
the 16 allies plan to invite 
East European countries to 
negotiate membership, she 
said: “We are all on the 
road to Madrid.” 

Speaking at a joint news 
conference with her Ger- 
man counterpart, Mrs. Al- 
bright eluded the question 
of a five-power NATO mi- 
ni-summit as proposed by 
France for April. 

Asked- about the French 
mini-summit proposal, 
which has already run into 
objection from Italy, the 
first stop on her nine-na- 
tion tour, the U.S. secreta- 
ry of state said: ‘'We are 
now focussing very much 
on the substance of the 
NATO-Russian charter 
and the enlargement of 
NATO. 

“It's the substance that 
interests us, not the pro- 
cess." 

Mrs. Albright and Mr. 
Kinkel were speaking after 
she met with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohi and the Ger- 
man foreign minister in 
Bonn Monday morning. 

She described Germany 
as “a valued and very 
warm ally to the United 
States and absolutely key 
to Europe's future." 

Mr. Kinkel said they ag- 
reed they wanted a dia- 
logue with Russia but that 
Moscow could not veto 
NATO enlargement, that 
they wanted a NATO-Rus- 
sia charter and a calendar 
for enlargement 
He also said "everything 
must be done to facilitate 
the acceptance" of NATO 
enlargement by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

The German minister 
noted he was going Tues- 
day to Moscow for talks 
with his Russian counter- 
part Yevgeni Primakov 
and that Mrs. Albright 
would follow three days 
later. 

The German foreign mi- 
nister stressed the impor- 
tance of working out a 
strategy toward those 
countries not in the first 
phase of NATO or Euro- 
pean Union enlargement in 
order to keep the way open 
for them. 
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Seoul, U.S. warn N. Korea to 
back off over defection case 


BEUING (AFP) — South 
Korea and the United Stares 
Monday warned North Ko- 
rea to avoid provoking trou- 
ble as Pyongyang's most se- 
nior defector spent his sixth 
day holed up inside the 
Seoul embassy here. 

China also appeared to 
have acted to prevent esca- 
lating provocations by ask- 
ing dozens of North Ko- 
reans posted outside the em- 
bassy in central Beijing be- 
yond a heavy security cor- 
don to leave the area. 

Around noon all North 
Korean diplomatic care and 
personnel disappeared from 
the four roadways where 
they have maintained a con- 
tinual vigil since top ideo- 
logue Hwang Jang-Yop and 
his aide sought asylum 
Wednesday, an AFP jour- 
nalist saw. 

Armed Chinese police 
manning roadblocks said 
the departure was due to fo- 
reign affairs issues, but re- 
fused to make further com- 
ments. 

However, the new where- 
abouts of the North Koreans 
and their diplomatic cars 
was unclear as they did not 
return to the North Korean 


embassy, some three kilo- 
metres south of the security 
cordon. 

Their removal came after 
Bill Richardson. U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Na- 
tions. warned North Korea 
to refrain from all provoca- 
tive actions in the tense 
standoff, which has already 
resulted in the shooting of 
another North Korean de- 
fector in Seoul and threat of 
violence from the watchers 
in Beijing. 

“We urge North Korea to 
live up to the agreement that 
they made on the submarine 
incident when they apolo- 
gised. and part of ’that ag- 
reement with South Korea 
was. number one. that they 
not engage in provocative 
actions." he told ABC Tele- 
vision. 

The submarine incident 
provoked the previous ma- 
jor tension between rivals 
North and South Korea after 
a North Korean submarine 
carrying armed commandos 
ran aground in September 
1996 in South Korean 
waters. 

Seoul’s mission in Beijing 
echoed the call for an end to 
all provocative measures 


and said it was very worried 
by the continual harassment 
of embassy personnel and 
other members of the 
50.000 strong South Korean 
community in Beijing. 

“We are extremely con- 
cerned by their aggressive 
behaviour." embassy 
spokesman Chang Moon- Ik 
told AFP. 

“They constantly harass 
our staff and even chase us 
in their care when we go 
home” Mr. Clung said, ad- 
ding many embassy person- 
nel w ere fearful of possible 
physical attack. 

South Korean embassy 
cars — easily identified by 
their number plates — are 
usually tailed by the North 
Koreans as soon as they 
leave any of their three em- 
bassy compounds in Bei- 
jing. 

In a precautionary mea- 
sure, the South Korean kin- 
dergarten in Beijing — due 
to reopen last Thursday — 
remains closed and South 
Koreans throughout the city- 
have been warned not to 
venture out alone. 

China, which is trapped 
between its cold war ally in 
the North and its new-age 


trading partner in the South, 
has repeatedly called fur 
calm. 

It has already dispatched 
riot police backed up by a 
water cannon to guard die 
South Korean consular sec- 
tion. alongside roadblocks 
fashioned out of police ve- 
hicles and road spikes. 

But North Korea main- 
tains that Mr. Hwang — 
Pyongyang's top ideologue 
and the highest-ranking of- 
ficial to defect since the end 
of the Korean War in 1933 
— was abducted by South 
Korea and has threatened 
retaliation unless China 
helps recover him. 

Mr. Chang said the im- 
passe was under negotiation 
with Chinese officials, hut 
his superior in Seoul. Ryu 
Kw ang-Sok, the chief of the 
Foreign Ministry's Asia- Pa- 
cific Bureau, denied any 
Chinese officials had met 
with Mr. Hwang or even re- 
quested a meeting. 

“It is totally unfounded 
that Secretary Hwang Jang- 
Yop With met by i Chinese) 
Vice Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan or CIA officials. '* 
Mr. Rvu said. 


150 held as violence sweeps eastern Germany 


BERLIN (AFP) — More 
than 150 people were de- 
tained over the weekend in 
violence involving neo-Na- 
zis. leftwing "militants, 
punks and police in several 
towns across eastern Ger- 
many, police said Sunday. 

In Berlin, 104 people were 
arrested Saturday after vio- 
lent clashes between righr- 
w’ing extremists and left- 
wing militants, police there 
said Sunday. 

Several people were in- 
jured in the fighting, which 
erupted when about 500 de- 
monstrators gathered to pro- 
test a rally by the extreme- 
right NPD Youth.Party call- 
ing for “jobs for Germans 
first.” 

About 600 policemen 
backed by water-cannons 


intervened when 350 of the 
demonstrators stormed a 
tram-stop in the Helleredorf 
district in pursuit of a group 
of skinheads. 

The orginal number of ar- 
rests given by police Satur- 
day had been 26. 

In Magdeburg, two people 
were injured in the early 
hours of Saturday in a skir- 
mish between neo-Nazi 
Youths and Punks. Two 
neo-Nazis were detained. 

On Sunday, 22 youths 
some armed with clubs and 
truncheons and described 
by police as leftwing extre- 
mists. were arrested and 
placed in custody. t- . 

The punks 'agevnM the' 
neo-Nazis of being respon- 
sible for the death of Frank 
Boettcher, a punk murdered 


a week before in the eastern 
city. A demonstration by the 
extreme right, due to have 
been held Sunday was 
banned by the authorities 
and 270 supporters heading 
for the rally were turned 
back. 

In Brandenburg. 350 
young people clashed with 
police after holding a rally 
to protest neo-Nazi violence 
and the murder of a punk by 
a skinhead a year ago. Po- 
lice said they arrested five 
people. 

In Dessau, a bus earning 
supporters of the extreme 
right DVU Party was be- 
.j, sieged s “bv . a^crowd of anii- 
activists and covered 
with paint. Police said they 
arrested 37 people. A per- 
son uninvolved in the clash 


was injured. 

Meanwhile, about 250 
.•skinheads shouting Na/i 
slogans and giving tlie Na/i 
salute, ransacked a restau- 
rant Saturday at Niedc:- 
Seifersdorf after the author- 
ities banned a concert. Four 
of them were arrested. 

At Guben, police dis- 
persed about 40 neo-Nazis 
Friday night. Seventeen of 
them were found to be car- 
rying weapons and banned 
Nazi propaganda. 

Employment and immig- 
ration in Germany have be- 
come sensitive issues, partic- 
ularly for youth groups which 
-..see job opportHflipes cut to 
T -theii- fowesHwvot wince 1933 
— the year Adolf Hitler came 
to power amid political and 
social turmoil. 


Zaire denies rearming of Rwandan Hutu soldiers 


KINSHASA, (Agencies) — 
Zaire's Defence Ministry 
Monday denied claims that 
the government was rearm- 
ing troops of the former 
Rwandan army at a refugee 
camp in the east of the 
country. 

In a statement, the min- 
istry added that the Zairean 
Armed Forces were deter- 
mined to pursue their coun- 
ter-offensive against a "coa- 
lition of rebels and regular 
troops from Rwanda, Ugan- 
da and Burundi, with the 
aim of reconquering occu- 
pied territory and pacifying 
the country." 

Laurent-Desire Kabila's 
rebel alliance. which 
launched its uprising in Oc- 
tober in eastern Zaire, re- 
cently accused the authori- 
ties of rearming exiled sol- 
diers of Rwanda's former 
Hum army in the Tingi-Tin- 
gi refugee camp to fight 
alongside regular Zairean 
forces. 

The mainly Tutsi rebels 
also Threatened to attack 
Tingi-Tingi, which is home 
to some 150,000 refugees, 
because of the alleged rear- 
mament. The camp is the 
only remaining one for 
Rwandan Hutu refugees in 
upper Zaire. 

At the weekend, rebel- 
controlled Radio Bukavu 


reported increased fighting 
around the Tingi-Tingi 
camp. which shelters 
1 50,000 Rwandan Hutus 
east of Kisangani, describ- 
ing it as a "hotbed” of ex- 
tremist Hutu militias and 
former Rwandan soldiers. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan called Friday 
for a hail to militarisation of 
the Tingi-Tingi camp, 
“which puts in danger the 
lives of innocent refugees 
and humanitarian workers.” 

The rebels say they con- 
trol around 20 per cent of 
this huge Central African 
country' with 15.000 men 
under arms and non-Tutsi 
recruits joining daily. 

More than a million 
Rwandan Hums fled to 
Zaire during and after the 
ethnic civil war that 
wracked their neighbouring 
country in 1994. before a 
Tutsi rebel front seized po- 
wer in Kigali. 

Most of the refugees re- 
turned to Rwanda late last 
year. 

Meanwhile, A second 
camp for Rwandan Hutu 
refugees was opened Mon- 
day 'in eastern Zaire, offi- 
cials of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in Kisanga- 
ni. 

The Kalima site, about 


100 kilometres east of the 
town of Kindu, will initially 
lake in 25,000 people who 
evacuated their camp at 
Shabunda at the start of the 
month, when Zairean rebels 
arrived in the area. 

Some 40,000 people in all 
fled when they heard that 
guerrillas were advancing, 
according to the UNHCR.' 

The governor in Kindu 
gave permission for the new 
camp to be opened after 
authorities originally mmed 
the project down and the 
charity Caritas is setting up 
kitchens to feed incoming 
refugees. 

UNHCR sraff said the 
presence of an aiiport and a 
good road in Kalima would 
enable aid workers to pro- 
vide regular supplies should 
the camp remain open for u 
long time. A railway line 
links Kindu with Zambia 
and South Africa and the 
U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) was said 
Monday to be organising 
deliveries by train. 

Negotiations are under 
way between the UNHCR 
and Mr. Kabila to bring 
about the rapid repatriation 
of the Hum reftigees to 
neighbouring Rwanda, in- 
formed sources said here. 

Rwandans emerging from 
the forest to eo to Kamila 


are in precarious health, but 
most received food just 
before leaving Shabila and 
have held out to date. 
UNHCR officials said. 

The only other camp in 
the region is at Tingi-Tingi. 

Some 17.000 refugees 
from another camp at Ami*i 
have been grouped near 
Tingi-Tingi after they were 
evacuated following the ad- 
vance of the rebels. 

Zairean authorities and 
refugees' representatives 
want another camp set up 
for these people, but aid 
organisations in the region 
argue that the camp already 
there cun take them in. 

Amisi was officially said 
to be home to some 40.000 
refugees, but humanitarian 
sources have stated that this 
figure is grossly exaggerat- 
ed. 

At the beginning of Feb- 
ruary. relief organisations 
estimated that some 
200.000 Rwandan Hutus re- 
mained in eastern Zaire. 

More than a million 
Rwandans fled their neigh- 
bouring country during and 
after the civil war there of 
1994, when Hutu militias 
and troops were routed by 
Tutsi rebels after the geno- 
cide of more than Haifa mil- 
lion Tutsis and moderate 
Hums by Hum extremists. 


U.S. shuttle crew make fourth spacewalk 

warned from mission con- 
trol. 

Ground controllers faxed 
the crew five pages of ins- 
tructions and 14 diagrams to 
show them how to build 
sunshields from spare insu- 
lating foil, electrical wire, 
ropes, cords, alligator clips 
and wrap ties, using scis- 
sors. wire cutter, crimp 
tools and sticky tape. 

"We expect the middeck 
to look as neat as your 
garage." Hoffman joked. 

Discovery crewmen Mark 
Lee and Steve Smith were 
due to make an unscheduled 
three or four-hour outins 
into the space Monday night 
to complete repairs to the 
telescope's foil insulation. 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE. Texas (R) — Space- 
walking astronauts worked 
on the Hubble space tele- 
scope for a fourth night 
Monday as NASA engi- 
neers hurried to finalise 
plans to patch up the tele- 
scope's peeling, sunburned 
skin. 

Astronauts Greg Har- 
baugh and loe Tanner began 
the fourth spacewalk of the 
mission at 10:50 p.m. est 
Sunday (0350 GMT Mon- 
day). while on Discovery's 
middeck pilot Scott Horo- 
witz prepared to fabricate 
makeshift sunshields for the 
telescope's damaged insula- 
tion. 

NASA officials Sunday 
added an extra spacewalk to 


Discovery's 10-day flight to 
make repair to the reflective 
silvery foil. There were con- 
cerns that crucial electronic 
components could overheat 
if nothing was done before 
the shuttle’s next servicing 
coll. 

Engineers suspected that 
the cracks and rips in the 
material were caused by 
harsh ultraviolet radiation 
from the sun. 

Harbaugh and Tanner 
were to patch-up two long 
tears in the foil during a six- 
hour spacewalk, but first 
they were to complete their 
planned servicing tasks. 

They successfully ins- 
talled a European-built elec- 
tronic device to control the 
observatory's solar arrays 


and then headed up the tele- 
scope to install covers on 
two magnetic sensors. 

While the astronauts 
worked overhead, engineers 
on the ground hurried to fi- 
nalise plans to construct 
makeshift patches to cover 
four tom and tattered areas 
on Hubble’s sun-facing 
side. 

With limited supplies 
aboard die shuttle. Horo- 
witz was cautioned not to 
start the work until engi- 
neers were sure they had 
thought of everything. 

“We are using up abso- 
lutely everything we have 
and if we get something cut 
ihe wrong length then we 
will have done a bad thing.” 
astronaut Jeff Hoffman 
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Unacceptable interpretation 

MINISTER OF Information Marwan Muastaer's 
confirmation that Israel may no longer consider 
Jordanians as “absentee property owners” puts 
us on a collision course with the Jewish state on 
an issue that is literally worth billions of dollars. 
The Israeli embassy in Amman claims that real 
estate belonging to Jordanian citizens who hail 
from 1948 Palestine will continue to be regarded 
as “absentee property” under the 1950 Israeli 
absentee property law. An embassy statement on 
the issue contended that the status of individual 
properties in Israel belonging to Jordanians will 
“neither be modified nor even discussed in the 
Final phase of the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
treaty.” 

What is even more striking is the embassy's 
assertion that ‘In the framework of the peace 
treaty between the two countries, it has been 
agreed that there will be no change in the current 
status of absentee properties.” This particular 
Israeli contention is so serious it warrants an 
unequivocal statement from the government over 
and above the assurances of the minister of infor- 


THOSE OF us who believe that the Arab region, like the 
European, North American and South-East Asian regions 
are compelled by geography and culture to work towards 
closer economic integration will be pleased to hear some 
refreshing good news from the annual economic report 
card for the Arab World. I refer to the 1996 Unified Arab 
Economic Report that is published annually by four pan- 
Arab organisations, the Arab Monetary Fund, the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries, the 
League of Arab States, and the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development. 

My annual browse through this latest report, which cov- 
ers 1995 and 1994 statistics, reveals several positive 
changes in the overall macroeconomic condition and 
direction of the Arab economy, along with some continu- 
ingly worrying trends. Economists more versed than I in 
statistical issues will no doubt explain to us why these 
macroeconomic, aggregate Figures for the entire Arab 
World may have little practical meaning for individual 
states; nevertheless, I believe that this annual exercise is 
useful because it helps us monitor the broad condition and 
trends of the entire Arab region, which ultimately will 
determine the fate of individual states within that region. 
The statistics indicate the following in terras of the perfor- 
mance during the past year and comparisons with the Arab 
condition in the previous two decades: 

— Total Arab population reached 253 million in 1995, 
representing a 2.6 per cent increase since 1994 and a 53 
per cent increase since 1980. Total Arab gross domestic 
product (GDP) increased at a six per cent rate in 1995, to 
reach S529 billion, representing a 21 per cent increase 
over 1980. Since GDP increased faster than the population 
growth, per capita GDP increased slightly, from $2,036 to 
$2,091. However, these figures are in current prices, and 
are much less impressive when calculated in real terms 
that account for inflation and thus reflect teal purchasing 
power of people’s income. In the period 1980-1995, per 
capita income in the Arab World still shows a 20 per cent 
decline in current terms, from $2,612 to $2,091. 

— The food gap in the Arab region dropped slightly dur- 


ing 1994. from SI 0.4 billion to $9.4 billion, while gross 
Arab food imports remained high at $23.4 billion and net 
food imports at $17.7 billion. Total Arab foreign trade 
trends remain relatively consistent, with exports increas- 
ing from $130b to $143b and imports increasing from 
$1 18b to $125b, leaving a trade surplus of $ 18b in 1995. 
compared to $12b the previous year. 

— Arab oil income increased by some $10 billion, to 
S97.Sb in 1995. reflecting steady production of 18.4 mil- 
lion barrels per day and exports of 16 million barrels per 
day. but an increase in the average spot oil price from 
$15.54 to $16.86 per barrel. 

— The best news is in the public finance department, 
where the severe distortions of modem Arab statehood and 
oilhood appear to be slowly giving way to more sustain- 
able and rational behaviour. Total .Arab public revenues 
increased in 1995 from $126b to $ 135b, and held steady at 
around 30 per cent of GDP. Public expenditures declined 
nominally from 5158b to S157b and as a percentage of 
GDP they declined for the fourth year in a row. from 38 
per cent to 35 per cent in the past year, but from 48 per 
cent to 35 per cent in the past five years. Though this 
decline will clearly hurt the poor and middle classes, who 
will suffer worse access to basic services and employment, 
in the longer term, the declining ratio of public spending 
to GDP is' both healthy and normal — two qualities that 
have been rather rare in Arab public finance and political 
economy in recent decades. 

— A closer analysis of public spending shows that 
defence and security expenditures remain rather high, hav- 
ing dropped by about one per cent, to 26 per cent, in 1995. 
though the longer term trend suggests a slow but steady 
reduction in the percentage of public spending on the mil- 
itary. Expenditures on social services and development are 
only slightly lower, at 24 per cent, and seem to be holding 
steady at that level over the longer term. 

— The foreign debt picture remains difficult in the Arab 
World, with total foreign debt having risen in 1994 from 
$I44b to $156b. The total debt service paid by Arab states 
(principal and interest) declined in 1995 from $16b to 


$ 1 2 6b (though the interest payments increased from $4.7b_ 
to $4.9b). Debt service as a percentage of export revenues 
dropped from 3 1 per cent to 24 per cent in 1994. Official 
Arab reserves {excluding gold) increased from $53b to 
$60b in 1995, and thus the Arab World’s reserves covered- 
5.5 months of imports, compared to Five months the previ- 

0l ^L y The ton* budget deficits of the Arab states declined 
sharply in 1995. from $32b to $2 lb. and the budget deficit 
as a percentage of GDP dropped from 7.6 per cent to 4.7 
per cent — a rather remarkable one-year improvement 
explained mainly by the harsh and swift economic adjust- 
ment policies being implemented by all Arab states. The 
4.7 per cent of GDP combined Arab budget deficit com- 
pares to an average of over 10 per cent a decade ago. and 
represents one of the most promising signs of economic 
rationality on the Arab horizon. — I 

— Further analysis of public Finances shows that tbe 
Arab states are continuing to raise relatively more rev- 
enues by taxing their own people — always a good sign of 
rational and sustainable statehood and of government 
legitimacy and durability. Oil continues to account for a 
high 58 per cent of total government revenues in the .Arab 
World, but tax revenues increased by two percentage 
points, to 3022 per cent of revenues in 1995 (from an aver- 
age of 24 per cent in the early 1990s). Taxes on profits and 
income, though, remain relatively small, accounting for 
8.1 per cent of all revenues in 1995; this is slightly down 
from 8.8 per cent in 1994. but higher than the 7 per cent 
average of the early 1990s, and apparently moving in the 
right direction. 

These statistical highlights point out some continuing 
problems and distortions in the Arab economy, but also 
some refreshing shifts that promise to reduce our legacy of 
heavy dependence on governments and increase the 
dynamism and productivity of private enterprise. The four 
Arab institutions that produce this report are to be thanked 
as always for their diligent work and for their continued 
faith in the integrity and meaning of a collective Arab 
identity and economy. 


matron. The government is obliged to tell its cit- 
izens whether in fact the Kingdom agreed to 
allow properties in Israel belonging to Jordanians 
to be treated as “absentee properties.” There is no 
escaping the conclusion that what the Israeli 
embassy is now telling us is diametrically opposed 
to our understanding of the terms of the treaty. 

The Israeli assertion that the peace treaty did 
not have a retroactive effect is repugnant to the 
spirit of the peace accord. If Jordan were to 
accept Israel's thesis, then the Kingdom would 
have been absolved from taking the legislative 
and administrative measures that led to abolish- 
ing anti-Israeli laws after the treaty went into 
effect. 

We believe that Article 26 of the peace treaty 
commits Israel to repeal any legislation that is 
inconsistent with the treaty. That Israel has 
another interpretation calls for the strongest reac- 
tion. A loud and clear response from the govern- 
ment on this pressing issue is imperative. The 
“absentee property committee” established by the 
previous government in 1995 should also be con- 
vened to discuss this subject. That imposing 
Israel's own interpretation of the peace treaty on 
its peace partner is unacceptable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

REPORTS THAT the Palestinians and the Israelis have 
created special committees to tackle the outstanding 
issues between (he two sides and carry out the second 
stage of the Israeli redeployment in the .Arab territories 
were warmly welcomed by Al Ra'i daily Monday. We 
are optimistic that the negotiations which will involve 
these committees’ work in the coming month will 
achieve good results and hope that the end of the pre- 
sent century will witness the end of Israeli occupation 
of Palestinian lands, said the paper. But. the paper said, 
the negotiations on the final status concerning 
Jerusalem, the refugees and the Jewish settlements on 
Arab lands should be based on the principles and car- 
ried out in the spirit of the U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions that call for the exchange of land for peace. It 
said that the Israelis can pave the ground for a lasting 
peace by refraining from building more settlements, by 
stopping ihe process of confiscating the identity cards 
of Arab citizens of Jerusalem and by responding to 
Palestinian demands to release prisoners. Should the 
Israelis prove to be genuinely committed to achieving a 
just peace with the Palestinians, said the paper, the way 
for establishing peace along the Israeli-Arab tracks will 
be paved and the prospect of a comprehensive peace in 
the region will become closer than ever. 

A WRITER for the weekly Al Majd criticised journal- 
ists and other voices that call for a halt to all forms of 
resistance against the Israelis in the occupied lands of 
Palestine and Lebanon and said the Israeli occupation 
forces understand only the language of resistance and 
force. Bahjat Abu Ghuribch said it is the right of all 
oppressed people and occupied nations to rise against 
die oppressors and occupiers and force them out of 
their lands. It was the resistance of the Vietnamese 
against the French and American colonial forces that 
secured freedom for Vietnam, and it was the resistance 
that forced the Americans to leave Beirut, the writer 
noted. Referring to the situation in Palestine, the writer 
said rhat the stiff resistance to Israeli forces in the Gaza 
Strip had prompted Israeli government leaders to 
declare their desire to quit the Gaza Strip, and it was the 
rebellion of the young people armed with rocks and 
srones hat forced Israel to enter into negotiations with 
the Palestinians and withdraw from parts of Palestine. 
But such resistance, he said, should continue to end the 
occupation of the rest of Palestine. With reference to 
Lebanon, the writer said that the heavy losses of lives, 
inflicted on the Israelis by Hizbollah resistance group, 
and the helicopter crash have prompted Israeli leaders, 
including members of the Likud Party 1 , to call for a uni- 
lateral withdrawal from the Lebanese territory. He said 
voices advocating a halt to resistance activity should 
remember that Arab rights cannot be restored wirhout 
sacrifice. 


‘For peace to be durable, Syria 
should be part of the settlement’ 


By Abba Eban 

The writer is a former for- 
eign minister. The following 
article is reprinted from 
The Jerusalem Post. 

ITAMAR RABL- 

NOVITCH's book “The 
Road Not Taken” portrays 
me as urging Prime 
Minister Ben-Gurion and 
Foreign Minister Moshe 
Sharett to negotiate with 
the Syrian dictator Husni 
Zaim back in 1949! Those 
who say history cannot be 
changed have never read an 
elder statesman's memoirs. 

The relevance of this 
snippet from a distant past 
is simply that I have never 
believed peace in the 
Middle East to be durable 
unless Syria is part of toe 
settlement. 

It is true that Syria at that 
time “only” wanted half of 
Lake Kiiinerci. but 1 was 
confident that Ben-Gurion 
would know how to say no 
with maximal resonance. 

The principle of never 
refusing negotiation should 
have prevailed then; it 
should prevail now over toe 
obstacles that make success 
a dubious prospect. 

History has come full cir- 
cle. and toe central role of 
Syria as toe real bridge of 
the 21st century has pene- 
trated our governmental 
bulwarks. 

When Yitzhak. Rabin 
decreed that toe future of 
the Golan would be deter- 
mined in a plebiscite, he 
was never allowed to 
phrase toe question. 

If toe question were: 


“Would you like to 
renounce the Golan?" there 
would be a resounding neg- 
ative. But if it were: “Is a 
peace treaty with Syria vital 
to toe Israeli national inter- 
est, or not?” a positive 
response would be assured. 
This illustrates toe inherent 
futility of public opinion 
polls. 

Until recently toe 
Netanyahu administration 
was saying that toe Golan is 
not even a subject on the 
agenda. If is all ours, and 
that’s it. Period. 

In diplomacy you can’t 
have everything. 


Desirable ends are not 
always compatible with 
each other. Courage cannot 
always be reconciled with 
prudence. liberty' with 
equality, sovereignty with 
concern for human rights, 
precise planning with toe 
free flow of imagination. 

That is why the diplomat 
is toe bearer of a view of 
toe outside world which his 
fellow citizens cannot 
always follow or accepL 


The task of toe peacemak- 
er demands the intellectual 
gift of seeing all around a 
problem and estimating all 
the elements in their rela- 
tive proportions. Ir involves 
taking long views and 
working for distant ends. 

If you ask what good such 
attitudes are for domestic 
political advantage, toe 
answer is: no good at all. 

Israeli rule over toe whole 
of toe Golan region and a 
peace agreement with Syria 
are two things that most 
Israelis want. But if our 
government is worthy of its 
vocation, it must tell us 


plainly that we simply can- 
not have both. 

There »s no escape from 
toe necessity of choice. 
Since Netanyahu is predes- 
tined to say “Okay — land 
for peace” in the very near 
future, why not now? 

Demilitarisation, buffer 
zones, monitored peace- 
keeping, mutual accessibil- 
ity for negotiators, and 
security guaranteed by 
responsible international 


supervision are probably 
available now. They may 
not be available a year from 
now. 

Netanyahu’s qualities will 
be judged' according io his 
ability to manoeuvre within 
the range of feasibility. This 
a very far cry from toe orig- 
inal Likud positions, such 
as leaving toe Golan in 
Israel's exclusive hands, 
and pretending that we can 
satisfy Damascus with 
water and security. 

If we are in quest of a sta- 
bilising agreement, toe 
worst thing is to talk of uni- 
lateral withdrawals or to 
paint the promises of 
Hizbollah or Hamas in fic- 
titious terms. The notion 
that these adversaries 
would approach our fron- 
tiers and recoil from further 
incursions goes beyond 
anything that they have 
said, let alone anything they 
have ever done. 

The times demand real- 
ism. I doubt that France, 
having renounced Algeria, 
is looking around for non- 
European engagement in 
active peacekeeping roles, 
or that an international 
peace force in southern 
Lebanon would be any eas- 
ier to establish than iL was 
in toe Balkans. 

It is more likely that sta- 
bility will depend on Syrian 
and Israeli decision alone. 

The first law of negotia- 
tion is "Don’t take positions 
from which you cannot 
retreat without losing face 
— or from which you can- 
not advance without per- 
ilous risk.” 


“ Desirable ends are not always compati- 
ble with each other. Courage cannot 
always be reconciled with prudence, lib- 
erty with equality \ sovereignty with con- 
cern for human rights , precise planning 
with the free flow of imagination. That is 
why the diplomat is the bearer of a view 
of the outside world which his fellow cit- 
izens cannot always follow or accept.” 



LETTERS 

‘Null and void * 

To the Editor: 

I REFER to toe letter “Breaching links" (Jordan times, 
Feb. 16. 1997), by Omar Nabulsi, toe legal representa- 
tive and counsel to Jordan Mobile Telephone Services 
(JMTS) “Fastlink” concerning the intent of the govern- 
ment to introduce competition into toe cellular telephone 
market by issuing two new cellular telephone licences. 

As minister of post and telecommunications I would 
like to respond to Mr. Nabulsi’s reference to Article 2 of 
toe Licence Agreement between the TCC and JMTS. 
Article 1. 2. 1 of toe Request for Tenders document states 
that: “During toe exclusivity period no additional cellu- 
lar licences will be issued, after that toe TCC may con- 
sider granting additional licences for cellular telephony.” 
However, Mr. Nabulsi only mentioned Article 2 of toe 
Licence Agreement in passing: thus, failing to mention 
that according to Article 2, the Licence Agreement pre- 
vails over all other documents deemed to form the agree- 
ment between both parties, which includes the Request 
for Tenders that Mr. Nabulsi so dearly loves to quote. 

In turn, I quote Article 3.b from the Licence Agreement 
which states: “Nothing in this agreement may 'be inter- 
preted or construed as waiving the right of the First Party 
to award other operators similar rights. However, the 
first party undertakes to maintain toe right of exclusivity, 
of operation to toe second party during the first four 
years of toe validity of this agreement." The “issue” of a 
licence does not imply "operation" during toe exclusivi- 
ty (monopoly) period. Therefore, according to toe 
Licence Agreement, toe government is well within its 
legal rights to issue new licences for cellular telephony. 

Furthermore, toe government's drive to introduce com- 
petition in toe cellular telephony market is consistent 
with toe well-known economic principle that competi- 
tion encourages investment, enhances customer satisfac- 
tion and improves quality. 

, °J above ' 1 ^lieve that all the claims made 

by Mr. Nabulsi in his letter are rendered null and void. 

Jamal Al Saravrah. 

Minister of Post and Telecommunications. 
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Attorney-General Rubinstein — ‘the right man 
for the right position and good news for Jordan’ 


amongst the 
Israeli politi- 
cal communi- 
ty. This is 
almost 
unprecedent- 
ed. From the 
left, Meretz 
leader Yossi 
Sarid said: 
“He is a man 
of experience 
and integrity 
and is deserv- 
ing of this 
esteemed 
position as 
the position is 
deserving of 
him." Right 
winger. Shaul 
Yahalom. 
chairman of 
the Knesset 
Law Commir- 
tee. stated: 
“We are talk- 
ing about the 
right man. 
who was 
elected to the 
right posi- 
tion... a 



Elyakim Rubinstein 


By Andrew M. Rosemarine 

ELYAKIM RUBIN- 
STEIN’S appointment as 
Israel’s new attorney-gener- 
al is good news for Jordan. 
As the bead of the Israeli 
delegation to the peace 
negotiations with Jordan, 
which eventually produced 
the peace treaty of Oct. 26, 
1994. Judge Rubinstein has 
a greater incentive than any 
other Israeli to ensure the 
success of that treaty. He 
will now be sitting at all 
Israeli cabinet meetings 
and, as the man whose 
responsibility is to ensure 
the legality of the govern- 
ment's conduct, his voice 
will cany great weight. 

His appointment has been 
welcomed from all quarters 
in Israel; be is very popular 
and widely respected. 
Involved in Middle East 
peace initiatives since 
Camp David, he led the 
Israeli delegation’s Madrid 
Peace Conference talks 
with the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian group. That he 
also has experience in 
negotiating with the 
Lebanese has been over- 
looked by the Israeli media 
— this may prove useful if 
Netanyahu's government 
does enter meaningful 
negotiations with Syria. 

A cabinet secretary for 
seven and a half years under 
Yitzak Shamir, Shimon 
Peres and Yitzak Rabin, he 
was later the legal advisor 
to the Defence Minister, 
when Rabin held that post 
in addition to that of prime 
minister, at the time of the 
implementation of the Oslo 
agreement between the 


PLO and Israel. 

Rubinstein’s experience 
in Israeli peace and security 
issues is therefore almost 
unsurpassed. This, com- 
bined with his legal knowl- 
edge and his status as a 
judge (he was due to be 
promoted ro the Supreme 
Court in the very near 
future, according to the jus- 
tice minister), will give his 
words tremendous authori- 
ty in meetings of the gov- 
ernment. 

His appointment has 
received wide support 


decent per- 
son... Rubin- 
stein will be faithful to the 
law, justice and democratic 
values as he has proven to 
be in the past.” Yahalom 
belongs to the National 
Religious Party. 

Rubinstein is religious 
himself and always wears a 
skull-cap. proving the falsi- 
ty of the view that orthodox 
Jews as a group dislike 
Arabs. Some do; this one 
certainly does not. 

At last January’s ceremo- 
ny by the side of Lake 
Tiberias, when he and 
Ambassador Fayez 


Tarawneh were jointly 
awarded the Gabriel 
Sherover Peacfe Prize. 
Judge Rubinstein noted that 
during the Camp David 
Peace Conference. Jordan- 
ian TV reported that the 
then Israeli Prime Minister 
Begin brought along with 
him his personal cook for 
kosher food (the Jewish 
equivalent of halal food). 
The person whom the 
repon had in mind, contin- 
ued Rubinstein, was none 
other than himself, being 
the only member of the del- 
egation with a skull-cap. 
He bad been mistaken for a 
cook. “I am proud” he 
quipped “to have been one 
of the cooks of the Israeli- 
Jordanian peace treaty." 

He completed his first 
degree in Arabic language 
and literature at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. He 
excelled as a student, and is 
remembered there today, 
although most of his profes- 
sors have retired. He later 
went on to take degrees in 
law and contemporary 
Jewry at the same universi- 
ty. He then began his prac- 
tical legal practice on Feb. 
12. 1970, at the Justice 
Ministry, to which he 
returned this week, exactly 
27 years later, to assume the 
mantle of the government's 
legal advisor. 

His job is a tough one, 
and as the Israeli justice 
minister pointed out at the 
ceremony marking his don- 
ning the mantle recently, it 
is a lonely one. It is his 
responsibility to ensure that 
the government acts in 
accordance with Israeli law. 
and if that involves conflict 


with the interests of the 
ministers, he must insist on 
the application of the law, 
even against the wishes of 
the prime minister, 

A famous instance of the 
conflicts that can arise 
between the government 
and the attorney-general 
also illustrates the power 
Eli Rubinstein (as he is 
popularly called in Israeli 
now wields. Israeli law 
strictly limited the circum- 
stances under which Israeli 
residents are permitted to 
hold foreign bank accounts. 
When Yitzhak Rabin was 
prime minister for the first 
time in the 1970s. informa- 
tion surfaced that his wife 
had. previously, when liv- 
ing abroad, opened an over- 
sees bank account which 
she had not closed when the 
Rabins returned to live in 
Israel. This was in breach 
of Israeli law. It was the 
attorney- general who insist- 
ed that the law was above 
everyone, including the 
Rabins. In seeking to 
enforce that law against the 
Rabins, in spite of the 
reluctance of the then jus- 
tice minister to do so. the 
attorney -general brought an 
end to Rabin’s term of gov- 
ernment. Leah Rabin con- 
templated suicide, Yitzhak 
was to sit in the political 
wilderness for many years 
— and all because of the 
attorney-general's insis- 
tence on the application of 
the law to all, however high 
and powerful. 

A further instance of the 
contribution that an attor- 
ney-general can make is 
provided by the same indi- 
vidual. for he was instru- 


mental in achieving Israel's 
firs! peace framework with 
an Arab country. Present at 
Camp David, he used his 
considerable legal ingenu- 
iry to find formulas which 
both Anwar Sadat and the 
then Likud prime minister 
could agree on. That same 
attorney -general. Aharon 

Barak, now sits as president 
of the Israeli supreme court, 
and it is to be expected that 
when Elyakim Rubinstein 
finishes his term in his new- 
office. he too will step onto 
the Supreme Court bench 
and continue to sene his 
country from it. 

Rubinstein justifiably 
takes great pride in his con- 
tribution to the Middle East 
peace process. "For me per- 
sonally. taking part in the 
peace negotiations with Jor- 
dan has been a privilege; 1 
left a pan of my heart in 
those negotiations." he said 
during * his acceptance 
speech for his peace prize. 
He ended that speech with a 
verse front the Koran which 
inspires the integrity that 
every attorney -general 

should emulate: "By even- 
tide. every man is at a loss 
except for those who 
believe. perform hon- 
ourable deeds, encourage 
truth and recommend 
patience.*' 

77zt* writer is ii British 
international lawyer. Join}’ 
research on the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace process. He 
comrihiifiti tin's itrnVfr to 
the Jordan Times, 
ms msema l s'pluto . msec, huji 
.ac.il 


Randa Habib’s !! 

comer ii 


‘No fun 

without tabloids ’ I 

j 

I HAVE to denounce here firmly and openly the unfair i 
campaign recently launched against the weekly media; 
and what is know- as the "yellow press." to put an end ! 
to their excesses. j 

This is really appalling. First of all. these publications ! 
have brought.’ together with world scoops, some enter- : 
lainmeiu and humour into our generally boring press. , 

For if it weren’t for these weeklies, we would noli 
have known, for example, that Yahiah Ay ash is -till ! 
alive, that the minister of culture intends to invite Pablo | 
Picasso to personally visit Amman, that this parlia- ! 
muntarian divorced the spouse because of being in love 
with someone else's spouse, and that this lady 'uses the 
"Moulinex" to shake the "jameed" for a inan'saf. 

Also, if it weren't for these weeklies, we wouldn’t: 
have known all the top secret international stories, 
exclusively leaked to these Jordanian publications by ! 
the world's intelligence serv ices. 

Behind closed doors encounters Ivctwccn two heads 
of states are no secret any mot e thanks to them. The 
minutes of the meetings arc published in full, which 
could be quite an inspiration to a!! jwunu lists and ; 
politicised people. 

Agendas of future meetings arc also published, like. : 
for example, the upcoming summit between His 
Majesty the King and the American President Bill 
Clinton, and the mediations that will follow. 

But this is not all. These publications run sometimes , 
investigativ e reports done by their ow n people. Take for ■ 
example the recent big title of one of the weeklies:' 
“Eight hours incognito on the Love Boat: Striptease.: 
gambling and prostitution." 

The weekly proudly announces "having planted a, 
disguised agent” on board the boat in Aqaba in order to . 
give an account of what goes on on the boat. The story ; 
reveals that there is indeed gambling, dancing, anil; 
striptease. As for prostitution.... Well, the “journalist” ; 
made it clear how disappointing ii was for him to dis- ; 
cover dial no one was allowed to get too close to the . 
dancers or to any oilier woman on board. So he left us ! 
with this tip: No point in spending so much money on i 
that boat, when you can gel what you want in some dis- 
cos and bars in Amman." 

That is what I call real investigative report. So please. I 
do not deprive us of all this fun. 


Netanyahu under pressure over reported pledge 


(Continued from page 1) party should submit a, 
" ' motion of nd^onfidence. ; 


mem in parliament unless' 
construction begins on Har 
Homa. They have been 
joined by some members of 
two other coalition parries 
— Israel Be-AIiya and the 
Third Way. 

Israel Be-AJiya (Israel 
with immigration) leader 
Natan Sharansky said Mon- 
day that if Har Homa is not 
built his party will vote 
against the next Israeli han- 
dover of West Bank land to 
the Palestinians. 

In all, about 20 coalition 
members threatened to 
fight the government over 
Har Homa. 

The opposition Labour 
Party threatened to join 
forces with the govern- 
ment's hardliners in voting 
against the government. 
Labour caucus chairman 
Raanan Cohen said the 


The Har Homa project 
was authorised by an Israeli 
regional planning commis- 
sion two months ago and 
some officials say that con- 
struction can proceed even 
without Mr. Netanyahu’s 
formal go-ahead. 

Mr. Netanyahu angered 
right-wingers last week by 
declining to grant final 
approval for Har Homa at a 
meeting of his in ter- minis- 
terial committee on 
Jerusalem. 

His reticence at that time 
appeared motivated by a 
desire not to let the issue 
cloud his upcoming meet- 
ings with Mr. Clinton, who 
has made clear his objec- 
tion to Jewish settlement 
activity in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

But press reports said 
Israel’s security’ forces had 


also warned him against the 
Har Homa project and other 
plans to build Jewish hous- 
ing in Arab East Jerusalem, 
saying they would prompt 
an uprising by Palestinians. 

Palestinian officials have 
also warned of violent 
protests if Israel seeks to 
strengthen its hold on the 
east. 

“I warn Israel that there 
will be a renewed wave of 
violence if it continues in 
building these settlements,” 
said Nabil Abu Rdaina, a 
close adviser to Mr. Arafat. 

Peace Now movement — 
an opponent of Jewish set- 
tlement on land seized from 
the Arabs in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war — said build- 
ing on Har Homa, a hill of 
pine forests near the Arab 
village Sur Bahir. would 
ignite Arab violence. 

“Har Homa would be 
another Jerusalem tunnel.” 


Peace Now spokesman 
Mossi Raz said, referring to 
lsraeli-Palestinian clashes 
last September. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy rallied to Mr. 
Netanyahu's side, calling 
on right-wing politicians to 
hold their fire until the 
prime minister could clarify 
the issue. 

"There is no decision not 
to build in Jerusalem,” Mr. 
Levy told the radio. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said on Sunday 
that a ministerial committee 
on Jerusalem, chaired by 
Mr. Netanyahu, would 
decide whether to go-ahead 
with plans announced by 
the previous Labour-led 
government to build the 
Har Homa project. 

Israel Radio said the com- 
mittee would meet on 
Tuesday. 


Israel rebuffs Vatican concerns on Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

An Israeli source, howev- 
er, said that the central issue 
today is financial: The Vati- 
can’s desire' for tax-exempt 
status for its many church- 
es. colleges, hospices and 
schools in the Holy Land 
— as well as qausi-diplo- 
matic status for its workers. 

In particular, there is a 
dispute over the Notre 
Dame Church which 
"holds cultural events, has a 
luxury hotel and a very 


fancy restaurant,” said the 
source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

“Should the restaurant be 
taxed? The treasury would 
say yes,” said the source. 
The church argues its 
demands are valid because 
the Vatican is a state — but 
Israel fears that accepting 
them would spark similar 
requests from other reli- 
gions, he said. 

Mr. Katsav maintained 
that in any case it was inap- 
propriate to “conduct nego- 


tiations” regarding the 
planned celebrations to 
mark 2000, when Chris- 
tianity begins its third mil- 
lennium. 

Israel hopes the celebra- 
tions will be a tourism 
bonanza, especially if the 
Pope visits. 

At the same time, Mr. 
Katsav said, the Vatican’s 
specific concern regarding 
Notre Dame "is certainly 
being discussed at the for- 
eign ministry'.” 

In a related development. 


the Palestinian envoy to the 
Vatican. Afif Safieh, 
appealed to the Pope Mon- 
day to delay any trip until 
the political status of 
Jerusalem is resolved. 

In a letter written Thurs- 
day to the Vatican assistant 
secretary of state. Archbish- 
op Jean-Louis Tauran, Mr. 
Safieh expressed worry that 
a papal trip could be seen 
“as a legitimisation" of 
Israel's occupation of the 
city. 


Iraqi minister assails U.N. panel 


(Continued from page 1) 

last week to the United 
Nations about the delays, 
saying that two months 
after Iraq resumed limited 
oil exports no food or med- 
icine had arrived there. 

U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee experts last Thursday 
agreed on a way to speed 
up the approval of food and 
medicine contracts. Only 
four of the 153 export 
orders have been approved 
by the committee. 

Under the oil-for-food 
deal, Iraq can export $2 
billion of oil over six 
months to pay for food and 
medicine but also to defray 
U.N. costs and contribute 
to war reparations. 

In his comments to the 


Jordan Times on Monday. 
Mr. Saleh said Jordan 
ranks second after France 
in providing goods to his 
country. Iraq has already 
concluded orders for 
importing products under 
the deal with the U.N. from 
eight foreign countries 
including the United States 
as well as six Arab coun- 
tries including Jordan — 
where the order Involved 
42 Jordanian companies, 
he said. 

However, Mr. Saleh said 
the United Nations Sanc- 
tions Committee has been 
unjustifiably delaying the 
implementation of these 
contracts, inflicting losses 
on exporters including 
those from Jordan. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq 


expected the first shipment 
of wheat, rice and milk 
under the U.N. deal to 
arrive in Iraq in the second 
half of March. His ministry 
will distribute the food 
supplies in April in accor- 
dance with a government 
plan. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq had 
decided to import food via 
Aqaba port and said that 
nearly 300,000 tonnes of 
food supplies will be arriv- 
ing through thai port, earn- 
ing Jordan nearly $15 mil- 
lion in services fees. 

Mr. Saleh said that Iraqi 
stand towards Jordan and 
Arab states remained 
unchanged. He recalled 
that President Saddam 
Hussein, in his recent 
meeting with Jordanian 


ministers of energy and 
industry, reaffirmed that 
Iraq attaches strategic 
importance to supporting 
Jordan. 

He said Iraqi-Jordanian 
relations were helping Iraq 
to maintain its steadfast- 
ness in the face of econom- 
ic embargo. 

Welcoming United Arab 
Emirates efforts to lift the 
embargo, Mr. Saleh said 
that his country is keen on 
improving relations with 
all Arab countries. 

With reference to his visit 
to Cairo, he said he will 
take part in the discussions 
aimed at creating an Arab 
free trade zone to promote 
inter- Arab economic rela- 
tions. 


Germany reaffirms support for Mideast peace process 


(Continued from page 1 j 

The two leaders described 
the Hebron agreement on 
the withdrawal of Israeli 
soldiers as an “important 
step for the peace process 
on the basis of existing 
agreements." 

King Hussein also met 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment Minister Carl-Dieter 
Spranger on Monday. 

The two agreed to step up 
bilateral economic coopera- 
tion in several areas, includ- 
ing supply of drinking 
water and professional 
training, according to a 
ministry statement. 

On Tuesday, King Hus- 
sein is to meet Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel. 

In 1996. Bonn made 57.3 
million German marks 
(S33.9 million) available to 
the Jordan government. 

Chancellor Kohl wel- 
comed the King at the Bonn 
chancellery, declaring him 
“a true friend of our coun- 
ty” 

At the meeting with Mr. 
Kohl, held soon after the 
King’s arrival in Bonn, the 
two leaders emphasised the 
need for linking peace with 
socio-economic develop-, 
ment in the Middle East 
because, they said, develop- 
ment constitutes a main' 
factor in enhancing security 
and stability. 

They also called for con- 
certed efforts to give 
momentum to the peace 
process in order to ensure 
a comprehensive, just and 
durable peace for the bet- 
terment of the people of the 


region. 

The King and Mr. Kohl 
also discussed means to 
bolster bilateral relations. 

Mr. Kohl voiced his 
country's recognition of 
Jordan's key role in ensur- 
ing peace and stability in 
the region. 

The King and Chancellor 
Kohl were also expected to 
discuss the resumption of 
the Israeli-Syrian and 
Israel i-Lebanese negotia- 
tions in addition to the out- 
come of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benvamin 

Netanyahu's recent visit to 
the United States. 

The King is accompanied 
by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Minister of 
Information Marwan 

Muasher. 

King Hussein later 
received German Foreign 
Miniser Kinkel at his resi- 
dence in the presence of 
Prime Minister Kabariti. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Kinkel reviewed the peace 
process in the Middle East 
and the means to give 
momentum to it in order to 
reach a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

The King said after his 
meeting with Mr. Kinkel 
that Germany and the Euro- 
pean Union were contribut- 
ing significantly to the 
development of the Middle 
East region. 

Asked about the mediato- 
ry role of the German gov- 
ernment in the Middle East, 


King Hussein said: “I think 
Germany has done so much 
already and we really 
appreciate it very' much. 
We hope that its partnership 
will continue in the times 
ahead in trying to achieve 
the goal of a comprehensive 
peace in our region and a 
different life for the people 
of the entire region. 

Replying to a question on 
Germany’s influence in the 
region, the King added: 
"Well. Germany has con- 
tributed very much indeed 
to the area. That is very 
important apart from its 
weight within Europe and 
the world. Its influence 
has directly contributed as 
well towards a very impor- 
tant aspect of life in our part 
of the world, and that is a 
change of quality of life of 
people, u change from what 
was to what should be — 
the quality of life in an 
atmosphere of peace in the 
region. 

“I am proud of my coun- 
try and with my people of 
the understanding of the 
people of Jordan, the matu- 
rity that is there and the fact 
that we are committed to 
the cause of peace in our 
region and in the world. We 
share with you in Germany 
the same ideals, principles 
and hopes and aspirations, 
and we will continue to do 
everything that we can to 
ensure that people remem- 
ber us well long after we 
are gone and let them feel 
the legacy of peace and 
security and human dignity 
and opportunity to gel to 
know each other behind the 


harriers that existed in the 
past and to put together the 
future that is worthy of 
them.” 

Mr. Kabariti told 
reporters after the meeting 
of King Hussein and Mr. 
Kinkel that Jordan had been 
calling for dialogue to solve 
all pending issues in the 
Middle East. 

Jordan had called for open- 
ing dialogue with Iraq. 
Libya. Sudan and Iran in 
order lo help these coun- 
tries play a positive and 
constructive role for its 
people and the region as 
well based on international 
legitimacy. 

Mr. kabariti and Mr. 
Kinkel discussed bilateral 
relations and means of 
enhancing them. 

The meeting was attended 
by Dr. Khaiuf and Dr. 
Muasher as well as Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to Ger- 
many. Hussein Hanuimi. 

King Hussein discussed 
with Mr. Dicier economic 
relations between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Dieter voiced Ger- 
many’s appreciation of Jor- 
dan's efforts to solve pover- 
ty and unemployment 
issues and announced Ger- 
many's donation of 55 mil- 
lion Deutsche marks to be 
spent on infrastructural pro- 
jects in the Kinudnm in 
1997. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor also received at their 
residence Bundestag Presi- 
dent (German's! Rhita 
Suesnuitli during which the 
King and Ms. Suesmuth 
discussed bilateral ties. 


Police to question Netanyahu 


(Continued from page 1) 

week and that police 
intended to hold a new 
round of interrogations 
with several people who 
have already given testi- 
mony. 

This time they would 
be questioned under 

warning that their 

answers could be used 
against them in future 
leaal action. 

These persons report- 
edly include Mr. Deri, 
Mr. Bar-On and Mr. 
Lieberman. who is con- 
sidered Mr. Netanyahu's 
closest confidant. 

Press leaks about 

progress in the investiga- 


tion have said police as 
yet have no evidence Mr. 
Netanyahu was directly 
involved in any illegal 
action surrounding Mr. 
Bar-On's appointment. 

But several other offi- 
cials are reportedly sus- 
pected of fraud, conspir- 
acy and breach of trust. 

Mr. Bar-On withdrew 
his candidacy for attor- 
ney-general on Jan. 12 
after widespread protests 
over his political links to 
the government and lack 
of judicial experience. 


FBI, Israel discuss Abu Marzouk 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said Mr. Freeh w ax in 
the country to open up a 
new FBI office in the U.S. 
embassy as part of the Clin- 
ton administration's effort to 
combat international crime. 
He said new FBI offices 
would be opened in Tel Aviv 
as well as Cairo and 
Amman. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. a resi- 
dent of Virginia since the 
early 1980s. was arrested in 
1995 when immigration 
inspectors noticed he was on 
a list of suspected terrorists. 

A U.S. federal court judge 
ruled in May there was 
cause to believe Mr. Ahu 
Marzouk. 46. was involved 
in 10 attacks from 1990 to 


1994 in which 47 people 
were killed and 14S injured. 

Mr. Ahu Marzouk denies 
involvement in planning or 
financing attacks. hut 
dropped his fight against 
extradition last month. 

Hamas, however, has 
threatened new attacks 
should Mr. Ahu Marzouk he 
extradited to Israel to stand 
trial on charges of conspira- 
cy to commit murder. That 
could threaten the Israel i- 
Palesiinian peace process. 

Israeli security officials 
have reportedly recom- 
mended against bringing 
Mr. Ahu Marzouk to Israel, 
and Mr. Netanyahu appar- 
ently is going along with the 
recommendation. 
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Trade between Jordan and Israel 
totalled $18 million last year 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian- 
Israeli trade amounted to 
more than SIS million in 
1996 and Israel expects 
the figure to grow sig- 
nificantly this year fol- 
lowing "the easing of 
transport procedures 
between the countries, 
an Israeli embassy 
spokesman said Mon- 
day. 

Shalom Tourgeman. 
the spokesman, also said 
an improvement in polit- 
ical relations between 
the two countries would 
be another factor in fur- 
thering economic ties. 

According to statistics 
provided by the Israeli 
embassy, Israeli goods 
worth SI 2.25 million 
entered Jordan during 
1996 while the flow in 
the opposite direction 
was worth S5.75 mil- 
lion. 

Both figures included 
goods in transit, but 
Mr.Tourgeman said the 
value of transit goods 
was "very small” — 
meaning that the bulk of 
the goods entering the 


territories of each other 
were destined for the 
local market. 

Jordanian exports to 
Israel were mainly agri- 
cultural products, food- 
stuff. mechanical equip- 
ment. chemicals and raw 
materials. 

Israel exported to Jor- 
dan plants and saplings, 
mechanical equipment, 
agricultural products 
and raw materials. 

According to the 
embassy statistics. 828 
trucks entered Israel 
from Jordan through the 
Sheikh Hussein Bridge 
in the north and 538 
through the Wadi Araba 
crossing in the south 
during" 1996. while 
1,078 (rucks entered Jor- 
dan through the north 
and 35 through the 
southern point. 

The statistics also 
showed that 120.000 
Israelis visited Jordan in 
1996 in addition to 
194,000 non-Israeli 
tourists entering the 
Kingdom from Israel. 

“In 1996. the Israeli 
consulate in Amman 
granted 23,734 visas to 
Israel." the embassy 
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said. “Also in the same 
year, the Israeli Ministry 
of Interior issued a simi- 
lar number of visas to 
Jordanians" it added, 
without giving a specific 
number of Jordanians 
who actually visited 
Israel. 

However, it said about 
35.500 Jordanians used 
the Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge and the Wadi 
Araba crossing to enter 
Jordan during the year. 

According to the sta- 
tistics, 1^,000 Arab 
Israelis used the King 
Hussein Bridge to transit 
through Jordan on their 
way to perform the Hajj, 
and 472,000 Arabs, 
including Jordanians 
with West Bank, Gaza or 
Arab Jersualem identity 
cards, used the same 
bridge in addition to 
78,900 tourists. 

Israeli tourists are not 
permitted to use the 
King Hussein Bridge to 
enter Jordan. 

Trade between the two 
countries began after the 
implementation of a 
related agreement in 
June 1996." 

"We expect bilateral 
trade to be between S50 
million and $ 100 million 
during 1997 — S30 mil- 
lion to $40 million of 
Israeli expons to Jordan 
and $20 million to $30 
million in Jordanian 
exports to Israel," said 
Mr. Tourgeman. 

According to the 
spokesmanT Israel feels 
that the expected figures 
"do not actually reflect 
the full potential of trade 
with Jordan" and wants 
to "promote and encour- 
age businesses from 
both sides to exchange 
visits and seek increased 
trade." 

‘We expect to see the 


ment that replaced a 
"back-to-back" system 
on Jan.l. 1997. 

Under the new 
arrangement, Jordanian 
trucks carrying cargo for 
the Israeli market could 
cross into the Jewish 
state without cumber- 
some security and cus- 
toms inspections as long 
as they are strictly 
checked and screened by 
Jordanian authorities. 

Earlier. Jordanian 
trucks had to unload the 
cargo at the crossing 
point for inspections and 
the goods were reloaded 
onto Israeli trucks on the 
other side, thus causing 
delays and extra costs. 

Mr. Tourgeman said 
the improving political 
relationship after a peri- 
od of stagnation in 1996 
"will also reflect posi- 
tively on trade and eco- 
nomic cooperation 
between the two coun- 
tries." 

That was a reference to 
Jordan's criticism of the 
hardline policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whose position dead- 
locked the implementa- 
tion of autonomy agree- 
ments signed with the 
Palestinians by his pre- 
decessor government. 

The deadlock was lift- 
ed in January when Jor- 
dan intervened and nar- 
rowed the differences, 
leading to Israel and the 
Palestinians signing an 
amended agreement on 
the implementation of 
the autonomy accords. 

Mr. Netanyahu sched- 
uled a visit to Jordan 


two weeks ago, but post- 

poned it because of the 
and customs procedures: r A f t , 

to reflect an increase in' *}? arh ot 7j -.Israeli s . ol “ 
trade activities," said diers in an air collision 
Mr. Tourgeman. He was northern Israel. No 
referring to the new new date has been set 
"door-to-door” arrange- for the visit. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Aircraft engine 
cover 
5 Ala- 
10 Blind section 

14 Bailiwick 

15 Buddhist king 

16 Othello's 
deceiver 

17 Not Greeley's 
advice 

20 Lineman 

21 Aces 

22 Chicago's 
airport 

23 Protein source 
25 Money-making 

outfit 

27 Uncanny 
intuition 

28 Beverage holder 
32 Diplomat Abba 

35 Botch 

36 Muckraker 
Tarbell 

37 Not Steinbeck's 
novel 

41 Conjunction 

42 Refreshment 
spots 

43 On a cruise 

44 Monochrome 
46 Boob tubes 

48 Yemen’s port 

49 Paul and John 
53 Richard's veep 

56 Grazes 

57 Gin maker 

58 Not Flaherty’s 

documentary 

62 Indigo 

63 — black 
(profitable) 

64 Large landmass 

65 Cat and canary 

66 Model 

67 Nobleman 

DOWN 

1 Zoo 

compartments 

2 Maine town 

3 Mistress for 31 D 

4 Asian language 

5 Forty winks 

6 Gray 

7 Rogers et al. 

8 Boxing result 
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by Frederick T. Buhler 


9 — de Cologne 

10 Attractions 

11 Aslan monk 

12 Lab gei 

13 Pitch 

18 Some deer 

19 — the above 

24 Flair 

25 Atomizes 

26 Lead-In to China 

28 More sage 

29 Ribs 
30— fixe 

31 Darling dog 

32 Son of Isaac 

33 German city 

34 German car 

35 Subatomic 
particle 

38 Misfortune 

39 Rib 

40 Orient 

45 Sings 

46 Restraint 

47 Showy vessel 

49 Use the tub 

50 Rental contract 

51 Borden's cow 
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52 Indian 
instrument 

53 Cookie 

54 Sheet 

55 Monogram part 
abbr. 


56 Immature 
salamanders 

59 Untanned hide 

60 Lennon’s wife 

61 Literary 
monogram 
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China, Israel sign 
customs agreement 


TEL AVTV (AfT*) — China 
and Israel signed a customs 
agreement Monday at the 
stan of an official visit to the 
Jewish state by Chinese 
Vice Premier Li Lanqing 
aimed at boosting bilateral 
trade, officials said. 

Mr. Li and Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy signed, the 
customs affairs pact “in the 
framework of expanding 
trade ties between the two 
countries," the foreign min- 
istry said. 

Officials said the agree- 
ment would boost coopera- 
tion in the battle against 
drug trafficking and other 
illegal trade and evasion of 
customs duties. 

“This agreement is a sign 
of the remarkable opening 
of the Chinese economy,” 
the foreign ministry said in a 
statement 

Mr. Li was on the first full 


day of a five-day visit to 
Israel at the head of a dele- 
gation including vice minis- 
ter of trade and economic 
cooperation. Liu Shanzai. 
the director of China's Gen- 
eral Administration of Cus- 
toms, Qian Guanlin and 
assistant foreign minister, Ji 
Peiding. 

“The purpose of this visit 
is to strengthen bilateral 
relations, especially eco- 
nomic and trade relations." 
Ynebang Zhang, first secre- 
tary at China’s embassy in 
Tel Aviv, said. 

Mr. Li was also scheduled 
to meet with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, Pres- 
ident Ezer Weizraan. 
Finance Minister Dan Meri- 
dor and Industry and Trade 
Minister Nathan Sharansky. 

Wednesday. Mr. Li is due 
to participate in the inaugu- 
ration of a new factory for 


the ECI telecoms company 
which will export digital 
telecommunications equip- 
ment to China. 

The Chinese delegation is 
also scheduled to hold talks 
with Israeli industrialists 
and visit the Dead Sea 
Works Mineral Extraction 
operation during their stay. 

Israel and China estab- 
lished diplomatic relations 
in early 1992. 

Bilateral trade last year 
amounted to a relatively 
modest $241 million — 
$159 million in Israeli 
imports of Chinese goods 
and $82 million in exports 
ro China, according to gov- 
ernment figures. 

Israel's main exports ro 
China are machinery, chem- 
ical products and optical 
medical equipment. Imports 
include chemicals, machin- 
ery and textiles. 
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horoscope > 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 18. 1997 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Rig/iter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Try to establish 
more harmony today 
among the members of 
vour family. You can get 
fine results be entertaining 
at home later this evening 
with close friends and 
your loved ones, so make 
this time verv festive. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Tty to be open- 
minded in vour communi- 
cations today and you can 
get across your intentions. 
Stop thinking small, open 
your eyes to the new 
opportunities around you 
and thereby you can 
receive praise from a big- 
wig. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Revise your bud- 
get today so that you'll 
have extra money to spend 
on making your home 
more comfortable, how- 
ever. don't be too extrava- 
gant or you won’t have 
any funds for a rainy day 
or lean times. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Use 
your natural charm today 
to influence people you 
enjoy and would like to be 
around in the days ahead. 
Later this evening drive 
carefully while on the 
highway so that you don’t 
get into a difficult situa- 
tion. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) The amount of effort 
you expend today is pro- 
portionate to your position 
in the business world, so 
you can become quite suc- 
cessful if you put your 
energy into any career 
activities. Avoid a person 
who interferes with any 
tasks. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Some 
unusual aspects of a new 

ceed with caution. Plan 
your itinerary if you'll be 
leaving on a short trip 
soon, so that there won't 
be any complications. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Extend 
yourself in the business 
world today and put a plan 
to work which will gain 
you more success and 
notoriety. Watch vour 
credit situation, otherwise 
you could find yourself 
short on funds and deep in 
debt. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don’t 
put any new ideas into 
action today until you’ve 
smoothed off the rough 
edges and have a work- 
able plan of action. Seek 
the advice of an expert 
who has a proven track 
record of successful busi- 
ness ventures. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) This can be a very 
profitable day todav if 
you’re sure to keep’ the 
promises you have made. 
Teamwork with your 
loved ones caahelp great- 
ly so that you can be suc- 
cessful in whatever the 
project turns out to be. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) It 
would be wise to keep 

informed on current world 
events so that you can 
make a good impression 
upon those in authority. A 
good friend can introduce 
you to a person who has 
good advice for you. so 
keep your ears open. 
AQUARIUS: (Januarv 21 
to February 19) Superior 
rojy be studying your 
efforts, so do your best 
today and thereby gain 
recognition. Do nothing 
later this evening which 
could annoy your loved 
ones and cause a big dis- 

March 20) Listen to the 
suggestions of a new 
tnend today who can help 
**JjP rove your social 
Progressive thinking 
upon a part i s a must at 
^ ume. so make vour 
ideas come across to the 

lest and gain recogni- 
tion. & 

Birthstone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx 
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Business & Finance 

European team begins visit 
to assess economic performance 


By Ghalia Ain! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A European 
delegation arrived in 
Amman Monday on a 
three-day visit to assess 
Jordan’s commitment to 
the implementation of the 


economic structural pro- 
gramme which was start- 
ed in 1989. 

Yves Gazzo, head of the 
Delegation of the Euro- 
pean Commission in Jor- 
dan, told the Jordan Times 
Monday that the delega- 
tion will discuss the mea- 



Govemment toughens rules 
for recruiting civil servants 

** UNDER NEW amendments to recruitment rules 
approved by the Council of Ministers’ all persons 
who have registered at the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) seeking government jobs will not be hired if 
they are already employed at universities, banks, 
municipalities and mam companies (potash, phos- 
phate, cement. Royal Jordanian and public share- 
holding electricity firms). 

According to the Cabinet decision, those govern- 
ment workers classified in the fourth category will 
also be excluded from civil service posts. 

CSC President Abdullah Olayyan explained that the 
decision was taken in light of past experience that 
showed job seekers appearing for interviews when 
called were half the number of nominees selected by 
the CSC as candidates for interviews. He said that 
more than 60 per cent of appointees have abstained 
from their jobs at the Ministry of Education and that 
a large percentage of those interviewed for appoint- 
ments were found to be working at non-govemmen- 
tal public institutions the private sector. 

Ai3 such, he pointed out, the real percentage of 
unemployment and the number of government job 
seekers are questionable and unreliable. As a result, 
the CSC chief expected the number of applicants to 

civil sendee jobs *-* inn ' 7 A — u ‘- ‘ >n r — 

the 1996 level. 

expect more than 5,000 new jobs 

civil service in this year’s maiming table. These jobs 
will be as follows: 1,000 technical and specialised 
posts at a specific number of government depart- 
ments, 2,000 to replace retiring personnel and anoth- 
er 2,000 to replace staff on unpaid leaves or second- 
ment (A1 Dustour + A1 Aswaq). 

Central Bank foreign currency 
. reserves to. reach $8Q0m in ‘9?.. 

** THE CENTRAL Bank of Jordan (CBJ) is 
expected to receive about $40 million from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) today (Tuesday). 
This will be the first tranche of the additional credit 
that the IMF has decided to extend to Jordan to sup- 
port the Kingdom’s foreign currency reserves and 
implement economic reforms. 

According to CBJ Deputy Governor Michel Marto 
the new credits will boost Jordan’s reserves by more 
than $100 million above the 1996 level which has 
reached $697. 

Dr. Marto stressed that the CBJ has no intention 
whatsoever to reconsider the dinar/dollar link which 
is in force since 1995. He also denied that the volume 
of the trade protocol with Iraq will affect the reserves 
of the CBJ noting that a technical committee from the 
CBJ and the Iraqi central bank has recently agreed on 
a mechanism to implement the protocol for 
(A1 Ra’i + Al Aswaq). 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



‘It’s one of those flavored coffees. 
Ifs supposed to taste like you’re 
kissing Tom Cruise.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

|0 by Hanri Arnold and Mik* Aryfaton 


Unscramble trass tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


AXMMI 


u 


I 


87 -HU* 

in|hn 


NARBI 

D 


n 


' 


□ 

□ 



PERMAC 

T J T I 


HOW TH£ DE- 
MANDING CUS- 
TOMERS MAPE 
THE PRESS- 
MAKER FEEL. 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answwrlwm: “ f Till XX UL] 

(Anemia Monday) 

Jumbles: MEALY ENTHY JABBER THIRTY 
Answer. What the landseapert remarks were - 
EARTHY 


RETHOX 


rrnr 

□ 

□ 


sums Jordan is taking in 
its implementation of the 
structural reform pro- 
gramme before the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) decides 
to disperse 40 million 
ECUs (European Curren- 
cy Units) in support of the 
Kingdom's balance of 
payments. 

The 40 million ECUs. 
Mr. Gazzo said, will be 
the second tranche of 100 
million ECUs (about $ 1 28 
million) granted to the 
Kingdom in September. 

He added that the first 
tranche of 60 million 
ECUs was released in 
October. 

Harold Cool, desk offi- 
cer for Jordan at the Euro- 
pean Commission in 
Brussels praised Jordan’s 
"extremely good” efforts 
in implementing the struc- 
tural reform programme, 
but did not say when the 
EU will announce the 
release of the remaining 
40 million ECUs. 

Ministry of Planning 
Secretary General Nabil 
Amman expressed confi- 
dence that Jordan has met 
all the European require- 
ments and expected the 
amount to be released 
before the end of May. 

The EU had said in a 
statement following the 
announcement of the 
grant in September that 
die financial package 
which supports Jordan's 
“positive role” it has 
played in the peace 
process, aims to alleviate 
the external fiscal pressure 
on the Jordanian economy 
as well as pave the way for 
a fruitful association 
agreement between Jor- 
dan and the EU. 

The grant is also geared 
towards a deficit free fis- 
cal budget and zero deficit 
in. external, balance of pay- 
^ menr^by^^dte^-y ear 1998 
with measures implement- 
ed under supervision of 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. 

The financial package 
comes from the MEDA 
programme, a new aid 
instrument adopted in 
1996, and is based on the 
principles of the 
Barcelona Declaration of 
November 1995. launch- 
ing a Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership and reinforc- 
ing financial and techni- 
cal support from the EU to 
its Mediterranean part- 
ners. 

The countries covered 
by MEDA are Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Algeria. Tunisia, Cyprus, 
Egypt, Israel, Malta, 
Turkey, the West Bank 
and Gaza. 
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Jordan eyes France as most promising 
European market for tourism to Jordan 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Reflecting 
the high expectations sur- 
rounding the coming Jor- 
danian Season in Paris. 
Jordan's tourism industry 
is turning to France as one 
of the “most promising 
Western markets. 

“In 1996, Jordan 
received more than 30,000 
French tourists, making 
France the third most 
important European 
tourism market after the 
United Kingdom and Ger- 
many,” Tourism and Antiq- 
uities Minister Saleh 
lrsheidat said Monday. 

Speaking to 55 French 
tourism agents, participat- 
ing in a 5-day promotional 
visit to Jordan, during a 
dinner held in their honour 
at the Inter. Continental 
Hotel, the minister stressed 
that “tourism from France 
has the potential to 
increase further and cover 
a higher share of total 
arrivals from Europe." 

Dr. lrsheidat pointed to 
the recent developments in 
the Kingdom's tourism 
sector and stated that 
“since the signing of the 
peace treaty between Jor- 
dan and Israel, the private 
sector has been showing 
unprecedented enthusiasm 
to invest in tourism.” 

He cited well renowned 
international hotel compa- 
nies which are in the 
process of entering or have 
already entered the Jordan- 
ian market, such as Hyau, 
Sheraton. Movenpick. 
Radisson-SAS and Accor. 

"From the 9,000 rooms 
currently available, the 
number" of hotel rooms in 
Jordan is expected to dou- 
ble by the end of this mil- 
lennium” Dr. lrsheidat 
told the audience. 

Private sector business- 
men also look at the 
French /.m*rket_as. a. main 
targe't In their marketing 
strategies. 

“Eighty-five per cent of 
our customers are from 
Europe and the (J.S., and 
French tourists account for 
a significant share of this 
percentage," said Suleiman 
Tarazi, market and devel- 
opment manager at Jordan 
Tourism Investment (JTI), 
a leading tourism operator 
and the owning company 
of Artizaman and the 
tourism resorts of Kan 
Zaman and Taybet Zaman. 

In line with President 
Jacques Chirac’s mediat- 
ing role in the Middle East 
peace process, the French 
public opinion “sympa- 
thises with the Arabs and 
has develofied a deep inter- 
est in visiting Arab coun- 
tries," said Josiane Durand, 
director for the Near East 
and Europe at the Paris- 
based Voyageurs du 


Monde tourism company. 

Ms. Durand, a member 
of the visiting delegation, 
said thar tourism packages 
including Jordan, Syria, 
Egypt and Israel are very 
popular among French 
tourists. 

In preparation for the 
Jordanian Season in Paris, 
to be inaugurated on 
March 10 and scheduled to 
include exhibitions featur- 
ing Jordanian historic and 
artistic heritage as well as 
a number of other cultural 
initiatives, representatives 
from leading French 
tourism companies were 
invited to visit Jordan’s 
archaeological sites and 
tourism facilities. 

Addressing the French 
participants 'and their Jor- 
danian counterparts at a 
Jordanian-sryle dinner 
held on Sunday at Kan 
Zaman. Ministry of 


Tourism Secretary General 
Akram Masarweh high- 
lighted the potential of Jor- 
dan’s tourism industry and 
called for increased coop- 
eration between the King- 
dom and France in the 
tourism sector. 

The promotional initia- 
tive organised by the Min- 
istry of Tourism, the Jor- 
dan Tourism Board <JTB ). 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) and 
the Jordan Society of 
Tourist and Travel agents 
tJSTTA) was seen' by 
many participants as an 
example of "successful 
cooperation between the 
private and public sectors.” 

The five-day visit aims at 
“familiarising French 
tourism agents with Jor- 
dan’s tourism facilities and 
archaeological and nature 
attractions.” Mr. Tarazi 
told the Jordan Times. 

The visiting delegation 


will visit the archaeologi- 
cal sites at Madaba. Umm 
Qais, Jerash and Petra as 
well as the natural beauties 
of Wadi Rum and Aqaba. 

“They will also take the 
opportunity for having a 
first-hand look at Jordan- 
ian hotels and tourism 
facilities," Mr. Tarazi 
added. 

Praising the efforts exert- 
ed by the Ministry of 
Tourism and the JTB. Tay- 
bet Zaman General Man- 
ager Osama Dabbas 
defined the Jordanian Sea- 
son in Paris, to be held 
under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and Ms. Bernadette 
Chirac, as “pan of a most 
needed marketing cam- 
paign” 

Mr. lrsheidat added that, 
within the framework of 
the Jordanian Season in 
France, an advenising 


campaign will be launched 
in the famous Paris’ Metro. 
Promotional material and 
brochures will be distrib- 
uted to the public and con- 
tacts have already been 
made with the most influ- 
ential French media. 

Together with the com- 
ing Jordanian Season and 
the currently held promo- 
tional lour for tourism 
agents, the busy agenda of 
joint Jordanian-French 
activities in the tourism 
field includes a third initia- 
tive. 

A three -day workshop 
focusing on tourism engi- 
neering and hotel equip- 
ment, held by French com- 
panies highly specialised 
in the international tourism 
sector will start in Amman 
on Feb. 22. 
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MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P t E 

DIV. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

• HANGE 


HIGH 

LOW 




OF 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 
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TRANS. 


JD 





266.000 205-000 

ARAB BANK 

14.3 

1.34 

6 

580 

151620 

262.00 

261.00 

1.00- 

a 

t 1.900 

1.900 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

I 

0.00 

1 

250 

500 

1.90 

2.00 

.10* 


5.500 

4.250 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.5 

2.94 

1 

10000 

51000 

5.00 

5.10 

.10* 


3.660 

2.900 

BANK OP JORDAN 

11.9 

0.00 

7 

13584 

45116 

3.41 

3.30 

.u- 


2. 630 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.5 

5.62 

3 

1300 

3103 

2.41 

2.39 

.02- 


3.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

20.1 

0.00 

10 

10980 

30227 

2.80 

2.77 

.03- 


1.090 

.880 

JOR. CULT BANK 

5.6 

7.45 

7 

3675 

3650 

.95 

.94 

.01- 


4.180 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

ia.7 

0 .00 

8 

UBS 

4629 

4.00 

3.90 

.10- 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR. I NV. FIN. BANK 

18.3 

0.00 

2 

200 

676 

3.37 

J.3S 

.01* 


3.040 

1.600 

BKIT-AL-MAL (BSrTNA) 

1.0 

9.26 

3 

750 

1215 

1.62 

1.62 

■■ 


5.150 

4.450 

ARAB BANKINC CO. 

24.6 

0.00 

2 

119 

559 

4. 65 

4.75 

.10* 


BARR SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 199 

70 l CHG : 

-0.22 

51 

42850 

292328 





2.830 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH INS OR- 

5.5 

10. 2Q 

1 

100 

196 

2. DO 

1.96 

.CM- 


2.320 

2.000 

HOLY LAND INS UR. 

6.5 

0.00 

2 

300 

660 

2.10 

2.20 

.10* 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 120.29 *CHCi 

-0.02 

3 

400 

856 





1.830 

1.450 

JOH. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.6 

7.19 

9 

3150 

5256 

1.67 

1.67 

. 


9.250 

7. BOO 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.2 

2.06 

3 

2750 

Z20Q0 

a. 25 

a. oo 

.25- 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.4 

8.13 

3 

361 

887 

2.46 

2.46 

- 


1.580 

1.000 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

30 

22150 

27720 

1.27 

1.25 

.02- 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

21.1 

3.92 

7 

13000 

12365 

.96 

.95 

.01- 


3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.INV.BDOC. 

13.7 

6.78 

5 

750 

259B 

3.47 

3.46 

.01- 


1.220 

.960 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

1 

10CO 

1050 

1.05 

1.05 



2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

10.9 

4.81 

17 

6572 

13737 

2.11 

2.08 

.03- 

* 

3-2 rc. 

. B20 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

9 

6250 

5090 

.83 

.81 

.02- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112.41 1 CHC: 

-0.29 

84 

55983 

90702 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19. B 

2. 88 

21 

3254 

11252 

3.48 

3.47 

.01- 

i 

6.030 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.5 

3.28 

16 

12227 

74538 

6.01 

6.10 

.09* 


10.4D0 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. RIFINAPt 

10.1 

7.99 

14 

6320 

53249 

10.01 

10.01 

- 


1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

58.6 

0.00 

17 

7900 

10373 

1.35 

1.32 

.03- 


3.520 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL CCHH.AGR. 

36.4 

0.00 

14 

3750 

10148 

2. BO 

2.71 

.09- 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

8.9 

J - 60 

2 

1500 

10425 

6.97 

6.95 

.02- 


4.500 

3-040 

ARAB Ptl ARM. HANF - 

21.1 

5.21 

20 

*817 

18507 

3.89 

3.B4 

.05- 


7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

9.0 

3.45 

2 

MOO 

7974 

7.25 

7.24 

.01- 


3.310 

2.50D 

GENERAL MINING 

6.4 

12.00 

1 

500 

1250 

2.50 

2.50 

- 


7.130 

4.260 

DAR ALOAWA DV.INV. 

1 J - 7 

4.00 

B 

10050 

50250 

5.00 

5.00 

- 


-960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

8 

3950 

2370 

.60 

.60 

- 


1.420 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TPD. 

B.O 

0.78 

12 

8744 

10329 

1.20 

1.18 

.02- 


1.020 

. 540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.9 

0.96 

5 

2750 

1843 

.68 

.67 

.01- 


1.5.40 

-930 

INTERRED. PETRO.C HEM. 

9 

0-00 

10 

2900 

3165 

1.10 

1.09 

.01- 


3.250 

2.280 

UNIV.CHEM-INDS- 

68.7 

0.00 

4 

6D8 

1579 

2.60 

2.60 



1.170 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO— CHKM 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

395 

.80 

.79 

.01- 


1.670 

l.dso 

ARAB PHARM-CHEM- 

29.4 

0.00 

40 

23008 

35960 

1.60 

1.57 

.03- 


2.950 

1.440 

UN IV. HODN. INDS. 

5.3 

11.43 

20 

5930 

10482 

1.77 

1.75 

.02- 


1.850 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

17.2 

0.00 

21 

8361 

11433 

1.39 

1.37 

.02- 


1.280 

.840 

JOP. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.3 

0.00 

15 

10550 

9813 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

' ' 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119 

46 7 CHG : 

'0-41 

29 J 

144187 

366862 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 157 

17 »CHCt 

•0.03 

431 

243415 

749748 







parallel 

MARKET SHARK PRICE 

L15T FOR 
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.700 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

20.1 

0-00 

1 

1750 

878 

,53 

.50 

.01- 


.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

15.7 

0-00 

24 

45000 

26505 

.60 

.59 

.01- 



.700 


68.9 

0.00 

16 

24650 

5423 

.72 

.72 

- 


.910 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

15 

22550 

10373 

.47 

.46 

-Ol- 

H 

.950 

.670 

AL— DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.4 

0.00 

15 

100819 

45352 

-6B 

.68 

— 


.640 

.260 

JOR. INDS. MATCH— JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

4 

6000 

1615 

.27 

.27 

- 


.760 

-S10 

ARAB FOOO G HID. 

E 

0.00 

3 

2550 

1581 

.62 

.62 

- 


1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

o.ao 

3 

5100 

7140 

1.42 

3.40 

.02- 


.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD- 

9 

0.00 

17 

28600 

14170 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.840 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

5 

2000 

1105 

.55 

.56 

.01* 


.890 

.400 

NATL . HULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

15 

11768 

5766 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.690 

.430 

NAYZAK DIES b MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

8 

6900 

4268 

.63 

.61 

.02- 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

3 

2250 

1733 

.78 

.77 

.01- 


.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PHAHH. 75* 

E 

0-00 

4 

25B3 

1032 

.64 

.65 

.01* 


1.330 

1-020 

UNION TOBACCO 75 r 

E 

0.00 

5 

1080 

846 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


.770 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 65 » 

E 

0.00 

2 

1350 

365 

.62 

.62 

- 


.730 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

28.3 

0.00 

3 

1036 

476 

.46 

.46 

■ 

N 

1.020 

.800 

ARAB I NT. STOOD FACT. 

66.7 

0.00 

1 

50 

4B 

.95 

.95 

- 


.950 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

34 

B9200 

59544 

.67 

.67 

" 

GRAND TOTAL 





180 

355236 

188218 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 


I 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rent > 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger^ 

* Free enlargement 
20 x 30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



Jfnftnttomdm i 


Teppcinyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 





Quality Serviced Suites 
One Sc Two Bedroonu 
Daily & Long Stay 
Reasonable Raw* 


Slii Cird: 

Tel. 692672 l : ax 674551 


crown moth. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd 
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Barcelona win eases Robson’s demise 1 1 Alba Bedin thrill city 


Juventus lead Serie A as Bayern return to top 


starved for winner 


PARIS (AFP) — Bobby 
Robson strengthened his 
hand as manager of Spanish 
First Division giants 
Barcelona on Sunday when 
he earned the backing of 
club vice-president Johan 
Gaspart after his side beat 
Racing Santander 1-0 at the 
Nou Camp. 

The win left Barcelona six 
points behind league leaders 
and bitter rivals Real 
Madrid who could manage 
only a 2-2 draw at home to 
Betis on Saturday. 

After the match, the for- 
mer England manager 
pleaded with reporters to 
help him win over fans who 
have been largely hostile 
since he replaced Dutch leg- 
end Johan Cruyff last sum- 
mer. 

Robson had made it clear 
before the Santander match 
that he would honour his 
two-year contract regardless 
of media reports that he was 
finished at Barcelona. 

Athletic Bilbao moved up 
to eighth after a 3-2 win 
against Oviedo — Ismael 
Urzaiz blasting home a hat- 
trick. 

In Italy. European and 
world champions Juventus 
needed two goals from 
Alessandro Del Piero to 
overcome Perugia 2-1 and 
stay five points clear of the 
chasing pack. 

Del Piero scored his first 
goal from the penalty spot 
after 37 minutes after 
Perugia keeper Luca Bucci 
fouled Christian Vieri, and 
he then smashed home a 
spectacular haJf-volley in 
first-half injury time. 

Juve's title hopes received 
a boost when second-placed 
Sampdoria, unbeaten in 
seven matches, crashed 2- 1 
at home to AS Roma. 

Francesco Moriero and 
Abel BaJbo scored for 
Roma before Vincenza 
Montella pulled one back 
for Sampdoria who badly 
missed suspends! -striker 
: Roberto Mancini. 

Despite finishing with ten 



Milan’s Montengrin striker Dejian Savicevic (R) fight for the ball with Bologna's 
Oscar Mangoni during their Italian Serie A soccer match in Milan. Milan won the 
match 2-0 (Reuters photo) 


men, AC Milan scored a 2-0 
home victory over third- 
placed Bologna. A Deraetrio 
Albertini penalty was fol- 
lowed by a goal from Jesper 
Blomqvist following some 
George Weah magic. Alas. 
Blomqvist blotted his copy- 
book when he was sent off 
in the second-half. 

Oliver Bierhoff, 

Germany's European 


Championship hero, came 
back from an injury absence 
to score in Udinese's 1-0 
win over Cagliari. 

And Chile's Ivan 
Zamorano and Frenchman 
Youri Djorkaeff both scored 
for Inter Milan who earned 
a 2-2 draw at Lazio. 

In France, league leaders 
Monaco stayed seven points 
deaf after hammering Le 


Havre 3-0 on thanks to two 
goals from Brazilian Sonny 
Anderson and another from 
Nigerian Viktor Dcpeba. 

Just 24 hours earlier 
European Cup Winners Cup 
holders Paris Saint Germain 
had notched up their first 
league win since November 
29 by scoring a 2-1 win at 
struggling Lens. 

That match was marred. 


however, when a linesman 
was stretchered off after 
being struck on the head by 
a bottle thrown by a specta- 
tor. 

Bastia did not play but 
stayed third — their match 
at Caen being postponed 
because of flooding. And 
Bordeaux went sixth after 
forcing a 2-2 draw at 
Guingamp. 

Strasbourg could thank 
two more goals from David 
Zitelli, who has so far 
scored 16 this season, for a 
3-1 victory over Nice, while 
Marseille roared back after 
conceding an early goal to 
beat visiting Lille 5-1. 

Marc Libbra and Xavier 
Gravel aine were both on 
target twice while Olivier 
Echouafhi scored the fifth 
Marseille goal. 

In Germany Jurgen 
Klins mann scored twice to 
put Bayern Munich back on 
top of the Bundesliga. 
Bayern, who notched up a 
3-0 home win against Sankt 
Pauli, had been temporarily 
displaced by Dortmund 24 
hours earUer when the 
reigning champions pro- 
duced an impressive 3-1 
home triumph over Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

Brazilian Mario Jardel 
scored a hai-trick to help 
10-man Porto to a 4-2 away 
win over Chaves. It kept the 
champions 16-points clear 
on top of the Portuguese 
first division. 

Second-placed sporting 
beat Rio Ave 2-0 at home, 
while Benfica, a further 
point behind, beat Setubal 
away by the same margin. 

Jardel, top-scorer in his 
first season in the 
Portuguese League, laid on 
the first goal for defender 
Joao Manuel Pinto. Chaves 
goalkeeper Rui Vasco failed 
to hold a header from the 
striker and Pinto headed 
home. Porto were reduced 
to 10 men before half-time 
when; j . defender . ; : /.Sergio 
Conceicao was sent off for a 
second bookable offence. 


BERLIN (R) — Taxes are up, jobs are 
scarce, traffic is getting worse, the city is 
broke, and it’s been a long lousy winter. 

Berliners love to complain. 

But even if the German capital still 
doesn’t have the government, or even a 
first division soccer team, the once-divid- 
ed city of 3.5 million is enjoying a pas- 
sionate love affair with its first-rate bas- 
ketball team. Alba Berlin. 

Not only have Berlin annihilated the 
competition in the German basketball 
Bundesliga this year, running up a 
Chicago BuUs-style unbeaten record of 
. 23-0 with just three regular season games 
left before the playoffs start. 

They also now head into the final 1 6 of 
the Euroleague Championships, having 
defeated some of the best clubs outside 
the United States along the way such as 
CSKA Moscow and Greece's 
Olympiakos Piraeus. 

But what is probably the Alba Berlin's 
most impressive accomplishment of all is 
how they have captured the imagination 
of a city not known previously for its 
interest in basketball. 

In a country where soccer is the undis- 
puted king of the sports pages and sports 
broadcasts. Alba have become the domi- 
nant story, easily eclipsing the mediocre 
second-division Hertha Berlin soccer 


team. 

Alba have given a city starved for suc- 
cess what it has so long craved — a win- 
ner. 

“Soccer has a special status in 
Germany, but Berlin is a city that only 
wants winners," said Alba’s coach 
Svedslav Pesic in an interview. “The city 
is like London or New York — it only 
wants the best, whether it is theatre or the 
cinema or whatever.” 

Alba's play-off clinching Euroleague 
win against CSKA Moscow last week 
before another sell-out crowd of 9.000 at 
the Max Scheming arena drew massive 
local media attention. It was a thrilling 
last-second 78-76 victory that landed on 
every front page and led local radio and 
television news broadcasts. 

‘The game was completely sold out 
three weeks in advance and we could eas- 
ily have sold many, many more tickets 
than the 9,000,” said Marco Baldi. Alba's 
general manager. “I wish we had more 
seats.” 

It is a lament rarely heard in a country 
where before this year a basketball crowd 
of 2,500 was considered a sensation. 

All of AJbaJs Euroleague ^matches andL*- 
most Bundesliga games were sold out' r 
this year, packed to the rafters with fren- 


z i,»d — vet well-behaved — crowds. 

The new Sehemling area in the 
Prenzlauer Berg section of Eastern Berlin 
is more than double the size ot Alba s 
previous home court in western Berlin 
and twice as pleasant as any other arena- 
in Germany. 

"The whole idea with the big new gym 
and the improvements with the team was 
so we could get up there with the big 
teams in Europe.” said Wendell Aexis, a 
sharp-shooting American forward who 
joined Alba this year after 1 1 years expe- 
rience in Spain. Italy and Israel. 

Once a Yugoslav national coach, Pesic 
has been building up Alba over the last 
several years after guiding Germany to 
the European Championship. But prior to 
this year, the team finished second behind 
perennial powerhouse Bayer Leverkusen, 
losing in the Finals for the last five con- 
secutive years. 

Although Berlin already had a strong 
team, after last season Pesic lured away 
two Bayer stars, German nationals 
Henning Hamisch and Sascha Hupmann. 
Both have fit in well with the nucleus of 
talented and altruistic players Pesic had 
been nurturing for years. 

‘The core group of players have been 
together in Berlin with me for several 
years.” said Pesic. “They know each 
other's game well. We have had the con- 
tinuity that other teams in the Bundesliga 
haven't had this year." 

“I wanted to play in Berlin." said 
Hamisch. a silky 28-year-old who Berlin 
obtained from Leverkusen for a 400,000 
marks ($237,000) transfer fee. “Everyone 
fits in well here. There are no ego prob- 
lems. We all have team goals. Before 
coming to Berlin. I had seen a lot of pos- 
itive things develop here and I wanted to 
be part of iL I think there is quire a bit of 
potential." 

Berlin were expected to improve with 
the new additions, but not even the die- 
hard perfectionist Pesic dreamed his team 
would go undefeated against the rest of 
the German league and advance so far in 
the Euroleague. 

“We‘ ve* won a lot of dose games this 
year," said Henrik Roedl. an excellent 
passer and Alba's most tenacious defend- 
er who was a key player on North 
Carolina college teams in the early 
1990s. “We’ve had a couple games in 
.overtime and >Ve \von them all. We’ve 
had' quite a bit titgood fortune.' 1 ' 

And that is exactly what Berlin needed. 


Muster ousts Ivanisevic in Dubai 


Wang Junxia forced to stop training 


BEIJING (R) — China's Olympic 5.000 metres champion Wang Junxia has been forced 
to stop training after contracting a nervous disorder, the China Sports daily said on 
Monday. In an interview. Wang said she was suffering from neurasthenia, a nervous con- 
dition causing fatigue and anxiety, due to her rigorous training. But she vowed to contin- 
ue running, saying: "As long as my body permits. I will continue to run. Ii is a pity for me 
to stop training but now it will take some time lo cure my illness first." Wang, who rock- 
eted to international prominence in 1993 when she shattered the world records for the 
3.000 and 10.000 metres, said she now weighed 98 kg, 10kg more than in Atlanta. 


FIN A backs Smith 


LAUSANNE l AFP) — International Swimming Federation (FIN A) Director Cornel 
Mareulescu denied on Monday that Irish Olympic swimming hero Michelle Smith was 
one step from being banned. “She has not violated any rules yet. We have good coopera- 
tion with her." he told AFP after reports in the Times of London th3t FINA had warned the 
Irish Amateur Swimming Aassociation that Smith was one infringement away from pos- 
sible sanction. The paper said Smith had failed to make herself available for a random test 
last year but Mareulescu said the swimmer had given them a satisfactory explanation, ‘it 
was u problem of one day because of travel arrangements from the U.S.." he said. 
However, he agreed that another infringement could lead to FINA investigating. “Yes, the 
sanction is a four year ban for failing to submit to unannounced testing but first we have 
to investigate if there is another no show," he insisted. He said Smith had been tested out- 
side competition in the past. Smith, who won three Olympic cities and a bronze medal in 
last year's Olympics, faced a hostile American press, keen to substantiate drugs allega- 
tions. in Atlanta. 


DUBAI (R) — Austria’s 
Thomas Muster toppled 
defending champion and 
number one seed Goran 
Ivanisevic 7-5 7-6 (7-3) to 
capture the $ 1 million 
Dubai Tennis Open Sunday. 

Muster, ranked three in 
the world, lived dangerous- 
ly in the first set but paved 
the way to victory with 
some superb returns of ser- 
vice which not only 
clinched some major points 
but frustrated Ivanisevic to 
distraction. 

“I had a great week. I felt 
like fully charged batteries 
which never run down," 
said Muster, who will take 
home $142,000 for winning 
the event on his Fifth 


Perec faces new barrier 


PARIS (AFP) — Double Olympic champion Marie-Jose Perec says she will double up 
again at the world championships in Athens in August — but this time over the fences. 
“We've looked at the timetable and we think I can attempt both the 400m and 400m hur- 
dles and I believe the world record for the latter event is within my possibilities." said the 
Frenchwoman who won the 200m and 400m in Atlanta. 


attempt. 

“Everything about my 
game has improved, every 
day. every minute. But this 
doesn’t mean that I will win 
all ray matches, especially 
on clay this season." 

Ivanisevic, who has one 


of the biggest services in the 
game, blasted 21 aces past 
Muster buL on this occa- 
sion, that simply was not 
enough. The Croat con- 
trolled play early in the first 
set but Muster survived two 
break points in the second 
game before earning the 
vital break in the 1 1th game. 

Frustrated by Muster’s 
comeback, Ivanisevic 
hurled his racket in the air, 
collecting his second point 
penalty of the tournament, 
before the Austrian served 
out for the set. 

In the second set, the 
Croat squandered a break 
point in the eighth game and 
then had three more chances 
to level the match on his 
serve when he led 6-5. 

But the Austrian produced 
some lethal returns which 
left his opponent shaking 
his head in disbelief and, 
after saving another two 
points, he forced the match 
into a tie-break which he 


took 7-3. 

T had too many chances 
but each time muster came 
out with amazing rallies. I 
did serve very well, the best 
in the tournament but 
what’s the use when you 
can’t cash in on the 
chances,” said the dejected 
Croat. 

“Thomas is one player 
you can't afford to miss 
chances (against). I did and 
paid the penalty. Certainly it 
was my best match in the 
tournament but, again, what 
can you do when your 
opponent is so good?” he 
added. 

Muster, however, held out 
some hope for Ivanisevic’s 
year. 

“He has all the ingredients 
to be the number one in the 
world, there is no question 
about that,” he said. 

“He is a great player and I 
am sure he will win 
Wimbledon this year." 



Thomas Muster of Austria holds the winners trophv 
after^he won the $1 million Dubai Open fReoteis 


McColgan defends London title 


LONDON (AFP) — Liz McColgan will defend her London marathon title on April 13 
against New York winner Anuta Catuna of Romania and world half-marathon champion 
Ren Xiujuan from China. 


Sporting sign teenager 


LISBON (AFP) — Sporting, second in the Portuguese first division, are to sign 19-year- 
old Paraguayan Cesar Ramirez, leading scorer in last week’s South American under 20 
championship, from Asuncion Club Cerro Cora. 


A Domi cile For Diplomats^ f Dr> A|a Uddin Toukan 



or rent. A semi-detached Tina, super deluxe finish. Over 350 
square meters. Furnished or unfurnished. Three bedrooms 
and bathrooms. Opposite Hussein Medical City. Next to 
Montessori School Central heating; telephone, central antenna. 
Marble floor, private garden. Security alarm system, separate 
guard's quarters. Separate servants quarters, separate garage. 


Specialist in Gastrointestinal 
and Liver Diseases. 


Call 662875 after 6PM or 079-26386 anytime. 


Is pleased to announce the inauguration 
of his Private Clinic in the 
Ham Medical Building, Jabel Amman, 
Fifth Circle, next to The Arab Centre 
for Heart and Special Surgery. 

i Telephone No : 863099 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL-634144 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 


MICHAEL KEATON & 
GEENA DAVIS , ..... in 


PHILADELPHIA “2” 

SANDRA BULOCK, 
JEREMY NORTHAM 
& DENNIS MILLER..IN 


PLAZA 

Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 


SPEECHLESS 


THE NET 


Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


CINEMA l tL'677420 ^ 

„ CONCORD 

CONCORD “1 " ^ 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL; 625155 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 Jshows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

A A 


Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD u 2” 

now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazln 


THE THEATRE WILL BE 
CLOSED UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Late own goals change course 
of F.A. Cup matches 

LONDON (R) — Two own goals changed the course of the 
F.A. Cup on Sunday with one handing Sheffield Wednesday 
a win at Bradford City and the other giving Leicester City 
a late equaliser in a 2-2 draw against Chelsea. 

Sheffield Wednesday, who last reached the final in 1993 
when they lost to Arsenal, srayed on course for Wembley 
when Nicky Mohan deflected an 84th minute shot fcom 
Ritchie Humphries into his own net for the only goal of the 
game. Chelsea, who led 2-0 Leicester at halftime, looked 
set for a place in the quarterfinals for the fourth time in six 
seasons, and were still leading Leicester 2-1 with two min- 
utes to go. But Eddie Newton deflected a Garry Parker free- 
kick past his goalkeeper Kevin Hitchock to give Leicester a 
draw with just two minutes to play. 

Goals from Italian Roberto Di Maiteo after 16 minutes 
and Mark Hughes after 35 put Chelsea ahead but Steve 
Walsh gave Leicester — missing six key players through 
injury or suspension — renewed hope with a 52nd minute 
header. 

The match was marred though by scenes of hooliganism 


which have rarely seen on English grounds since the dark 
days of the 1 980s. 

About 100 Chelsea fans fought with Leicester supporters 
before the kickoff and shortly after the match started. Police 
made a number of arrests and at least one crowd steward 
was hurt in the melee. 

Saturday's results produced three shock results which saw 
the elimination of two Premier League teams and one from 
the first division. 

The biggest surprise was Second Division Chesterfield’s 
1-0 win over Nottingham Forest to put them into the quar- 
ter-finals for the first time in their 106-year history, while 
first division Portsmouth stunned Leeds 3-2 at Elland Road 
and second division Wrexham knocked out First Division 
Binningham 3-1. 

One fifth round tie is still to be played. The all-premier 
league match between Derby and Coventry is set for 
February 26 following Coventry's 2-1 win over Blackburn 
in a fourth round match on Saturday. 


Bulls romp past Magic; Lakers lose 



Seattle Supersonics’ Hersey Hawkins ( O kicks his 

way between Los Angeles Lakers’ Robert Horry (L) 
and Travis Knight as be drives to the basket in the first 
period of their NBA match in Inglewood. Seattle 
defeated Los Angeles 102-91 (Reuters photo) 


CHICAGO (R) — Scottie 
Pippen had 22 points, 11 
assists and six steals and 
Michael Jordan added 19 
points, 10 assists and eight 
rebounds as the Chicago 
Bulls breezed to a 110-89 
victory over the Orlando 
Magic on Sunday. 

Toni Kukoc added 20 
points for the Bulls, who 
have won three in a row and 
28 of 31. extending their 
league-best record to 45-6. 

The Bulls never trailed 
after a free throw by Dennis 
Rodman gave them a 3-2 
lead less than two minutes 
into the game and led by as 
many as 26 points. 

In Los Angeles, Gary 
Payton’s layup with 2:12 
left ignited a game-ending 

13- 2 run and lifted the 
Seattle Supersonics to a 
102-91 victory over the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

Detlef Schrempf scored a 
season-high 34 points on 

14- of-18 shooting and 
Payton had 19 of his 21 
points in the second half for 
Seattle, which moved with- 
in 1-1/2 games of the first- 
place Lakers in the Western 
Conference. 

“I don’t know if it’s that 
big of a win,” said Sonics 
coach George Karl. “It’s 
still the middle of the sea- 
son! We're in a marathon. 
Rhythm and tempo, injuries 
and maybe a trade will 
determine what's going to 
happen.” 

In New York, the New 
York Knicks held Indiana to 
one field goal in the fourth 
quarter and rallied from a 
1 9-point deficit to defeat die 
Pacers, 89-80. 

“It was a great, great 
comeback," said Knicks 
coach Jeff Van Gundy. “The 
defence was good the entire 
second half, but the offence 
was poor until the fourth 
quarter. We played a cham- 
pionship calibre fourth 
quarter, but we have to do it 
for four quarters.” 

Indiana stormed to a 34- 
15 lead in the first half and 
took a 12-point advantage 
into the fourth quarter. But 
the Pacers hit just l-of-15 
shots and star guard Reggie 
Miller scored just three 
points in the final quarter. 

In Philadelphia, Laphonso 
Ellis scored 18 of his 


career-high 37 points in the 
first quarter as the Denver 
Nuggets raced to a 13-point 
lead and defeated the 
Philadelphia 76ers 112-97 
to end a three-game losing 
streak. 

In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond became the 74th 
player in NBA history to 
score 15.000 points, and 
Olden Polynice had 23 
points and 10 rebounds as 
the Sacramento Kings rout- 
ed the Golden State 
Warriors 105-85. 

Richmond, who needed to 
15 points to reach the mile- 
stone, scored 19, including 
the historic three-pointer 
with 2:53 left in the game. 

Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
scored 1 8 of his 22 points in 
the second half and added 
eight assists as the Kings 
scored 63 points after half- 
time. 

In Toronto, Joe Dumars 
scored nine of his 15 points 
in the last two minutes as 
the Detroit Pistons 


remained perfect against the 
slumping Toronto Raptors 
with a 92-89 victory at 
Maple Leaf Gardens. 

Grant Hill had 23 points 
and 18 rebounds for the 
Pistons, who overcame a 
17-point, second-quarter 
deficit to win. 

At Minnesota, Tom 
Gugliotta scored 23 points 
and Kevin Garnett and 
Stephon Marbury led sec- 
ond-half surges as the 
Minnesota Tunberwolves 
defeated the Phoenix Suns 
for the third time this sea- 
son, 107-96. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored a season-high 40 
points and Rasbeed Wallace 
added six of his 22 points in 
a second-quarter run as the 
Portland Trail Blazers 
defeated the Boston Celtics, 
118-106, for their third win 
in four games. 

Gary Trent had 19 points 
and 10 rebounds and Kenny 
Anderson had 13 points and 
nine assists for Portland. 


Enqvist 
takes 
Marseille 
title as 
Rios 

withdraws 

MARSEILLE (R) — 

Sweden’s rising star 
Thomas Enqvist clinched 
his first title of the season 
when top-seeded Marcelo 
Rios of Chile withdrew 
from the Marseille Open 
final with a thigh injury on 
Sunday. 

✓ Second seed Enqvist was 
leading 6-4 1-0 in the sec- 
ond set when Rios, who 
had complained about a 
pain in his left leg after 
beating the unseeded 
Spaniard Sergi Bruguera in 
Saturday's semifinal, was 
forced to give up. 

“It is a disappointing way 
I'O^-win.* » -Father -have 

played the' whole match 
because I felt very confi- 
dent since the start of the 
tournament,” said EnqvisL 

The world number 10 
reached the semifinals in 
Zagreb but was knocked 
out in the fourth round of 
the Australian Open. 
Things looked up when he 
helped Sweden to qualify 
for the Davis Cup quarter- 
. finals against South Africa 
a week ago and the win 
over Rios brought him his 
first title of the year. 

“I had a very good week 
and now I am looking for- 
ward to the Antwerp tour- 
nament which starts on 
Monday”, he said. 

For Rios, the week was 
everything but quiet. The 
world number seven lost 
his luggage at Marseille 
airport and then had some 
of his personal effects 
stolen from the stadium’s 
changing rooms. 

In spite of the injury, Rios 
said he would go to the 
upcoming Antwerp tourna- 
ment where he should face 
Adrian Voinea of Romania 
on Wednesday. 

“I will ask for an extra 
day to rest and have some 
medical tests,” he said. 


OUT eHimt to of thg ImaAtofi 


»i«n hnht Uk bank's growth rale la bat. locally and tnternahonaBjr. To secure the cfy nb a Hn n'a 


short and Icng term employee planning, ibe bank wants to employ well educated and rooOrated 

Credit Officers (Juniors) 


JOB Profile 

You wfil be pvt of a hgjly credit onto - 

er team In the bankh head office. 

After inwai introduction In the bank's sys- 
tema. your task win be to —alat the credit rf- 
bn in itiffiM t to optimize continu- 

ous customer service and prattabUBy. 

This task la quite complex as it la constan t ly 
-fanning . The task has both flna nct sl and 
manpower-allo ca ti on aspects. 

You win be Involved In anafa*in£ aa 'well as 
setting up actual accounts. 


PERSONAL Profile 
You base 

• TT^rdMiim SA hi accounting or to a no e 
[and a wish to continue a banking post- 
graduate education (MBA) 

■ gprrrl roTTm*”''* 1 Arable and Bnglaih 

• -rr rrr " TT ' tr *‘ r,rry ‘ 

• tbe moderation to week hard and achieve 
gab 

• a^ between 22 and 25 years 


Employment Conditions 

Our diene offers you an interesting education 
mane of the leading, local banks with promo- 
tksn ibnad 

The "on-the-job’ edueaHoh wffl gpe you the 
pr ofession a l kuuwtedge far your career plan- 
ning. Tea wSl have co m petent ceB r s g n rs . 

The safety s ystem oHcra you mi attractive sal- 
ary In the training period 


Written application tm Human Raaourcas Diviaon. CONCEPT for Consultancy, P.O. Box 861 668, Amman 11185 

AH applications wfll be dealt -with tn .trict confidence- Our eifcnt will coly be tnfanned about the appUrsUon upon 
between the applicant and our HR Dwlsloix. 



ewreham is one of the leading Jmdanfan banks. The bank's growth rate Is fast locally ^intenattaany. Tb secure the « 8> m!-aaDn's 

Credit Officers (Corporate and Private Banking) 

V 


JOB Profile 
The Credit Officer conducts financial aaay 
Bta of customers, wnliob assigned pgrtfo- 
Hne , prepares and monitors accounts 
ability and secure* through proper sertce 
, crtenlaUun Che perce i ved Usage of the bank. 

The Credit Officer refers to the Credit Manag- 
er and wwfcs Hi a teamwork culture. 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant baa 

■ a relevant tbeorellca] background (mini- 
mum Rfl in accounting or finance! added a 
banking postgraduate education [MBA!. 

■ sbffltyto 

• flxxl connmoti of Arabic md B n^k h 

■ work experience in a credit department 
of not less than 3 - Syears 

. «ge between 28 and 38 years 


Employment Conditions 
Our chart offers a uniquely ctaflengtag Job 
where tout personal Dberty la l&ntted only by 
your own creativity and the bank's pnsUcal 
and ftranrtai tv w R You will learn a lot In 
this Job - personally 03 vvrfl art bi to lnesa- 
vrtse- You will base competent and highly mo- 
tivated colleagues. _ _ ■ 

pay trut lMM fl tw are dail y In Hne with our 
expectations regarding your effsru and moll- 

VS&C&, 


Written appuotton « Human ^ Division. CONCEPT for Consultary, ta 851 568. Amman 11185 
ITSSStowffi be dealt with m strict confides Our chent wffi only be harmed ^ Qto appheahon upon 

wt between the applicant 




Greg Rusedski of Great Britain sits with head in hand 
after being forced to withdraw from the title match of 
the Sybase Open against Pete Sampras. Rusedski was 
forced to retire after winning the first set and trailing 
in the second set (Reuters photo) 



Pete Sampras returns a volley during the finals of the 
Sybase Open against Greg Rusedski of Great Britain at 
the San Jose Arena February 16. Sampras won the 
match when Rusedski was forced to withdraw because 
of an injury to his left hand (Reuters photo) 


Rusedski quits final with 
bad wrist against Sampras 


SAN JOSE (R) — Briton 
Greg Rusedski's dream of 
knocking-off America's 
three top players in consec- 
utive matches ended 
Sunday when he retired in 
tears with a wrist injury in 
the final of the Sybase Open 
tennis tournament. 

Rusedski, who had been 
icing his sore wrist all week, 
retired at 6-3. 0-5 against 
top-seed Pete Sampras and 
blamed tennis officials for 
his injury which he said 
occurred because they used 
different weights of balls in 
tournaments. 

Rusedski, the seventh 
Seed, said Jus. wtjst .bpgan 
hurting him Sunday morn- 
ing and gradually got worse 
during die match. While 
attempting a forehand pass- 
ing shot at down 0-40, 0-3 
in the second set, Rusedski 
grimaced in pain as his 
racket flew out of his hand. 

Sampras would hold at 
love the next game to go up 
5-0. Rusedski, down 0-30 
on his serve, w»alked up the 
net and called it quits. He 
then broke down crying. 

“If I’m not 100 per cent 
that's no point in continu- 
ing,” Rusedski said. “It’s no 
good to continue to play and 
lose 6-0. 6-0. There’s no 
value to the crowd or my 
wrist.” 


An ATP official said 
Rusedski has sustained a 
strained ligament in wrist. 
He will see a specialist in 
Los Angeles on Monday, 
bur is not concerned that he 
cou Id be in for career- 
threatening wrist surgery. 

After the match. Rusedski 
lashed out at the ATP tour 
for not standardising ball 
weights at \arious tourna- 
ments. 

‘You play one week with 
a Slazenger which is soft, 
you play with a ATP tour 
ball, then you play with a 
hard Wilson ball," Rusedski 
said. “They got to do some- 
.thing about this because it's 
causing players arm and 
wrist problems. They've got 
to make some sense out of 
this and standardise one sin- 
gle ball.” 

Sampras disagreed. 

“I think the tournaments 
do a good job with the 
balls." Sampras said. “I 
haven't had any arm prob- 
lems in two years. The only 
time I've complained was at 
the Australian, when the 
balls were soft and fiat. 

"I think Greg's problem is 
that serving at 139 mph 
(223.6 kph) can't be good 
for your arm. He serves so 
hard with so much wrist that 
•it's not surprising he had a 
problem ” 


A number of icnm* 
observers believe that light 
rackets arc a contributing 
factor to arm injuries. While 
Sampras is capable of hit- 
ting a serve 132 mph 
(212.4). he most keeps his 
serves in the 1 20s (193s) 
and uses a 385-gramme 
racket, significantly heavier 
than Rusedski's 365- 
granime frame. 

' Rusedski has been all but 
unstoppable on serve this 
year, holding serve in 87 
consecutive games entering 
his match with Sampras. He 
had crushed 55 aces in four 
matches before facing 
Sampras, keying his upset 
victories of number-two 
seed Chang and number 
three Agassi. 

The one-time Canadian 
citizen continued his blaze 
of glory* in the first set, 
slamming four straight aces 
in third game, two of which 
registered over 130 mph 
(209 kph) ahead 4-3. 
Rusedski showed off his 
improved groundstrokes by 
breaking Sampras with a 
running forehand down the 
line to go up 4-3. Rusedski 
would knock off three ser- 
vice winners in the next 
game to take the set 6-3. 

"Greg was phenomenal,” 
said Sampras, who became 
the first player to repeat as 


the Sybase tiilt'*! since John 
McEnroe in W78- ». "He 
only missed four serves in 
the first set. 

“At the end of the first set. 
1 had pretty much accepted 
that if he was going to keep 
playing like that, he was too 
good." 

Sampras regained his 
composure in the second 
set, breaking Rusedski in 
the second game with a pie- 
lure-perfeet backhand down 
the line, stopping 
Rusedski's streak of consec- 
utive games holding serve 
at 92. 

Rusedski said lhai by that 
point, be.wos.fmished.,.,; 

“My kick serve was pretty- 
useless because I couldn't 
get around or over it. and I 
couldn't hit a forehand.” 
Rusedski said. "When 
you're playing Sampras and 
you can't hit your best serve 
or your forehand, it’s kind 
of hard to win.” 

A disappointed Rusedski 
will likely drop out of the 
tournament in Memphis this 
week and lamented his lost 
chance against the world 
number one. 

“I had a good opportunity 
to win the match today but 
Pete’s a great player and we 
won't know who would 
have won until we play the 
next time.” 
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FURNISHED STUDIO-APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Quiet with a nice view, 75 sq.m, one 
large master bedroom, large salon, 
telephone and CH. 

Telephone: 835999 


FOR RENT 

A brand new modem unfurnished 2 storey bldg, located in Umm Al 
Sumrraq on a 1005 sq.m, slope overlooking the Al Hussain Medical 
Centre. Each floor of 350-360sq.m., consists of 3 1/2 baths, family 
room, L-shaped living & dining room, two car garages (closed) witn 
remote control.Wllling to lease as separate two apartments or 
preferably combined. 

Contact Fax#681218 Tel, after 6 p.m. 679319 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
In Sweifiyeh For Rent' 

Located in the best area of Sweifiyeh near the 
Orthodox Church, Amin El Momany St. No. 9. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms & utilities, luxurious 
furniture. Rent: Annual, monthly or any period. 

Call TeL: 818092, 642072, 827349. 


International Committee 
of the Red Cross 

International organisation sells Toyota Corona, automatic, 
model 1990, free of tax, price to be discussed. 

Tel.: 688645 

from Sunday to Thursday, 8.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 




Announcement 


Primary Dental 
Fellowship Examination 

To be conducted by the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland in this University from 
Monday 28th July to Wednesday 30th July, 
1997. 

The examination comprises both written 
papers and oral examinations in (a) 
Anatomy (b) Physiology and (c) Pathology 
and Microbiology of importance in dental 
surgery. 

All dental graduates are eligible to apply to 
take the examination but the RCS in Ireland 
retains the right to decide who may sit its 
examinations. 

The fee for this examination is JD 440 
which must be received together with an 
application form completed in English and 
the required supporting documents by the 
Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, Jordan 
University of Science and Technology, P.O. 
Box 3030, Irbid, Jordan (Tel: 02 295111- 
Fax: 2951 23)/29501 9 by midday 

Wednesday 25th June 1997 at the latest. 

For application forms and further details 
please contact the Dean of Dentistry JUST 
(Tel: 295111 Fax: 295123)7295019. 






i2 News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 18, 1997 



Jewish settler Yosef Almalaikh (second right) chats with a Palestinian friend while shopping in 
Hebron's Arab produce market under the armed guard of an Israeli soldier on Monday. Mr. Almalaikh, 
who says he has been shopping from Palestinians for 25 years and who is only allowed to enter the mar- 
ket accompanied by Israeli soldiers, says he has no plans to change his habits since 80 per cent of the 
town was nanded over to Palestinian self-rule one month ago (Reuters photo) 


Sudan: Priority is ouster 
of Ethiopian ‘aggressors’ 


Lebanon truce panel 
meets over complaints 


NAQOURA (Agencies) — The five-nation 
committee monitoring a ceasefire accord in 
South Lebanon met Monday to discuss com- 
plaints from both Lebanon and Israel, sources 
close to the Lebanese delegation said. 

The panel — made up of France. Israel. 
Lebanon. Syria and the United States — met 
at the U.N. peacekeeping force headquarters in 
the town of Naqoura near the Israeli border. 

Lebanon protested last week after a string of 
Israeli air raids over southern and eastern 
Lebanon. 

A government official said the protest cited 
the wounding of a shepherd and the damaging 
of homes in NahJe. near the eastern town of 
gaalbek in die ftekaa Valley. 

Israel lodged its complaint after the discov- 
ery on Feb. 7 of five bombs it says were plant- 
ed in its self-declared “security zone" in South 
Lebanon by guerrillas of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah. 

Under the terms of the ceasefire accord end- 
ing an Israeli 17-day offensive against 
Hizbollah in south Lebanon last April, both 
sides are banned from targetting civilians in 
their on-going conflict 

The committee last met on Jan. 10 when it 
ruled that a Katyusha rocket attack on northern 
Israel from South Lebanon, which no group 
claimed, was a violation of the accord. 

The panel has already met 10 rimes to hear 


complaints from Lhe nvo countries. Although it 
cannot impose sanctions, the committee aims 
to contain fighting and prevent an escalation. 

In Damascus Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad on Monday received Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, who arrived here from 
Paris the previous day, an official said. 

Mr. Hariri met Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddom and Foreign Minister Farouk 
AI Sharaa on Sunday night and briefed them 
on his talks in Paris on the Arab-Israeli peace 
process. 

The Lebanese leader said Tuesday in Paris 
that French President Jacques Chirac, a long- 
time friend, assured him of his support for “a 
comprehensive agreement based on the princi- 
ple of trading land for peace.” 

Mr. Hariri also spoke in Paris with Defence 
Minister Charles Millon. who visited Israel 
last week and offered his country’s assistance 
in helping the Jewish state reach a peace agree- 
ment with Syria and Lebanon. 

However, Mr. Chirac told Mr. Hariri that 
France would not send troops to south 
Lebanon if Israel unilaterally withdrew its 
troops from the buffer zone it occupies there. 

Israel occupies an S50-square-ki]ometre to 
prevent attacks on the nonhem part of the 
Jewish state. 

Syria is the main power-broker in Lebanon 
where it has 35,000 troops. 


Most Iran 
oil workers 
back on 
jobs; some 
still held 


Yemeni forces surround area 
where American held hostage 


TEHRAN (R) — Most oil 
workers who held a protest at 
Iran ‘5 oil ministry on Sunday 
have returned to work, but a 
number who had been arrest- 
ed remained behind bars, an 
employee at the National 
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) 
said on Monday. 

The NIOC employee gave 
no figures. Witnesses had said 
police in riot gear arrested 
four or five busloads of oil 
workers demonstrating to 
press for higher wages. 

Witnesses said more than 
1,000 workers from Tehran 
refinery. Iran’s third largest, 
had taken pan in the protest. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the strike had affect- 
ed work at the refinery, which 
has a capacity of 225.000 bar- 
rels per day (bpd). 

It was also not clear w hether 
NIOC and the workers had 
reached any agreement. 

The Tehran refinery workers 
were protesting against the 
failure of officials to deliver 
on promises made last month 
to meet some of their 
demands for pay rises, food 
coupons and housing loans, an 
oil ministry employee told 
Reuters. 

The workers were also 
protesting against pressure put 
on their leaders to resign from 
their posts at the refinery's 
union, said the employee, who 
was not involved in the 
protests. 


SANAA I Agencies) — Yemeni soldiers have encircled a 
mountainous region where tribesmen are holding an 
American oil engineer hostage, Yemeni officials said 
Monday. 

Joe bell’ana. 50. an engineer with Houston-based 
Halliburton Energy Services, was kidnapped Feb. 10 in 
eastern Yemen by tribesmen locked in a land dispute with 
the government. 

Yahya Al Rayee. a member of Yemen's parliament, 
returned to the capital Sanaa lace Sunday after failing to 
win Mr. Dell’aria's release, said the officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Negotiations are continuing, but soldiers have encircled 
the Sahl mountain region in Mareb. 12S kilometres east of 
Sanaa, where Mr. Dell’aria was believed held, the officials 
said. 

*‘W'e are negotiating through the government for his 
release, but we have been instructed by the U.S. embassy 
not to comment further,” said Les Eden, service manager 
for Halliburton. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman said only that "we have con- 
fidence in the ability of the Yemeni government to negoti- 
ate his safe release.” 

Mr. Dell'aria was taken by members of the powerful 
Murad tribe, who are- locked in a dispute with the govern- 
ment over a valuable piece of land near Lhe presidential 
palace in Sanaa, said Halliburton officials, who did not 
want to be identified. 

The U.S. embassy said Monday it was confident that the 
Yemeni authorities could win the release of the American 
oil engineer. 

“We have full confidence in the ability of the Yemeni 
government to negotiate the safe release of this American," 
an embassy spokesman said. 

He said the American was kidnapped on Feb. 10 but gave 
no other details about the cose. 

The kidnappers are asking for S2 million in cash, 
500.000 Yemeni riyals (S 100.000) and five four-wheel 
drive vehicles as compensation for land in Sanaa which the 
government seized from the Murad chief, sources said. 

The Halliburton official at the Marib site said the engi- 
neer was one of 1 25 men stationed on Rig 1. which belongs 
to Nabors Industries, a U.S. oil services company. 

In recent years. Yemeni tribes with grievances against the 
government or foreign oil firms have kidnapped scores of 
tourists, diplomats or other foreigners as bargaining chips. 

The hostages, who have included an oilman from the pri- 
vate U.S. company Hunt oil and another from Nabors, have 
ail been released unharmed. 

A group of five Polish tourists were abducted in 
December, but released after government forces laid siege 
on the hostage-takers. 

The tribes' demands have usually involved land or water 
issues and have rarely been political. 


Secret 
Israeli 
facility 
fuels fear 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese government said 
Monday that its top priority 
was. to drive out “aggres- 
sors” from Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, before envisaging 
mediation with rebel forces. 
<■ Information Minister Al 
Tayeb Ibrahim Mohammad 
Khair stared that the "expul- 
sion of the Ethiopian- 
Eritrean aggression was 
irrevocable”, according to 
the official daily Al Sudan Al 
Hadith. 

Tbe government has 
announced that preparations 
have been made for a 
counter-offensive to retake 
Kunnuk, Qessan and other 
parts of southeastern Sudan 
which have occupied by 
anti-government forces since 
Jan. 12. The military junta in 
Khartoum accuses Ethiopia 
of invading this area. 
Regarding mediation with 
southern Sudanese rebels, 
Mr. Khair said “everything is 
to be set aside until after lib- 
eration of the land and its 
cleansing from agents and 
intruders, and after Sudanese 
justice has said its word 
about the brutal and inhu- 
mane acts committed by the 
enemies of the religious faith 
and the nation.” 

Mr. Khair said a final 
peace agreement would be 
concluded with rebel fac- 
tions which signed a politi- 
cal charter in April last year, 
without waiting for Colonel 
John Garang. leader of the 
mainstream rebel Sudan 


People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), to join in. 

“John Ganrng has relin- 
quished the south Sudan 
question and has placed 
himself in the arena of the 
scramble for power alone 
with ±e agents (exiled mem- 
bers of the political opposi- 
tion to the junta) in Asmara 
and Addis Ababa,” the 
Eritrean and Ethiopian capi- 
tals, the spokesman said. 

The SPLA has been fight- 
ing since 1983 to free main- 
ly animist and Christian 
southern Sudan from domi- 
nation by the Islamic north, 
but Col. Garang’s movement 
has been weakened by the 
emergence of splinter 
groups. 

In the statement published 
by Al Sudan AJ Hadith, Mr. 
Khair also said that Zairean 
refugees had recently 
crossed the border into 
Sudan's West Equatoria 
province, fleeing fighting in 
eastern Zaire. The 
spokesman expressed his 
government’s concern with 
the effects of the civil war in 
Zaire and “the inhumane 
catastrophe caused by dis- 
placement.” 

He did not disclose how 
many Zaireans had crossed 
on to Sudanese territory, but 
called on the U.N. high 
Commissioner for Refugees 
to offer immediate aid to 
them. 

The local press also report- 
ed that government ministers 
met Sunday to discuss a 


diplomatic offensive to 
explain to foreign nations 
■*the scale of the Ethiopian- 
Eritrean aggression against 
Sudan.” 

Foreign Minister Ali 
Osman Mohammad Taha 
was quoted by the papers as 
saying that a high-level dele- 
gation would tour African 
countries. 

The country’s national 
assembly (parliament), 
meanwhile, decided to send 
delegations on African. 
Asian and European tours 
conveying messages from 
speaker Hassan Al Tourabi 
to his counterpart abroad. 

AI Engaz Al Watani 
reported Monday that one 
such team had already left 
for New Delhi to participate 
in an inter-parliamentary 
conference. The delegation 
took messages from Mr. 
Turabi to the speakers of the 
Indian houses of representa- 
tives and senate briefing 
them on the Ethiopian 
aggression on the eastern 
front, the paper said. 

In a separate development, 
the official Sudan news 
agency SUN A announced 
Monday that President Omar 
Al Beshir will next week pay 
a state visit to south Africa to 
brief his counterpart Nelson 
Mandela on recent develop- 
ments in east Sudan. 

General Beshir would also 
discuss prospects for further 
developing relations 

between Sudan and South 
Africa, the agency said- 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
lawmakers will debate the 
future of a top-secret biologi- 
cal institute on Tuesday amid 
foreign reports it makes 
weapons and conducts 
research that residents fear 
pose a danger. 

“I am afraid there may be 
(research)... that can cause 
damage to the people.. .and I 
want to be sure that they will 
explain this,” Labour Party 
legislator Rafi EIuJ told 
Reuters on Monday. 

Israel has declined com- 
ment over the years on news 
reports in France and else- 
where that the biological 
iastitute in Nes Ziona, a town 
of 25,000 south of Tel Aviv, 
was working on biological 
and chemical weapons. 

Israeli officials have 
. accused Arab countries hos- 
tile to the Jewish state of mak- 
ing such weapons. 

Mr. EluJ is vice-chairman of 
a special parliamentary com- 
mittee for scientific research, 
which, he said, would invite 
representatives of the institute 
and the defence, environment 
and health ministries to testify 
on Tuesday. 

Asked if he knew whether 
chemical or biological 
weapons were made at the 
heavily guarded plant, Mr. 
EIul. a former mayor of the 
nearby Mezkeret Baiya com- 
munity. said: “I don’t know 
but there are rumours that 
maybe.” 

He said growth of Nes 
Ziona had brought the prob- 
lem closer to home. 

“When it was established 
40 years ago the citizens were 
very far from this place. But 
now the citizens are living 
very, very near,’ 1 he said, rec- 
ommending that any poten- 
tially harmful research be 
moved to a remote location. 

Nes Ziona's Mayor Yossi 
Shvo said he wanted the insti- 
tute kicked out of town after 
revived reports in France of 
arms production three years 
ago. “The biological instituie 
must be moved.” he told 
Reuters on Monday. 

The plant, hidden behind 
high walls in an industrial 
area, has long been shrouded 
in secrecy. 

Tbe former deputy head of 
the Nes Ziona plant, 79-year- 
old Marcus Klingbeig, was 
sentenced to 20 years in jail in 
19S3 for spying for the for- 
mer Soviet Union. Censors 
banned news of the affair 
until a decade after he was 
jailed. 

Ah Israeli police spokes- 
woman said on Monday that a 
Tel Aviv judge would rule on 
Tuesday whether to free Mr. 
Klingberg. said to be in poor 
health. 

Mr. El til said a parliamen- 
tary subcommittee could 
investigate the plant if secrecy 
had to be maintained. 


DFLP to launch Gaza newspaper 
and announce 'new programme' 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has autho- 
rised the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) to open a 
newspaper . in.. the 
Palestinian territories, offi- 
cials from the group said 
Monday. 

Al Massar will begin pub- 
lishing next month as the 
official mouthpiece of the 
Damascus-based faction, 
which is opposed to peace 
agreements signed with 
Israel, said Saleh Zaidan, a 
DFLP politburo member. 

In preparation for publica- 
tion, the DFLP opened a 
media office in Gaza City 
on Monday, Mr. Zaidan 
said. 

Officials said the DFLP 
move was linked to a deci- 
sion Sunday by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
launch a “national dia- 
logue” aimed at reconciling 
the various rival Palestinian 
movements, including fun- 
damentalist groups. 

Mr. Zaidan said the DFLP 
welcomed Mr. Arafat’s 
overture and would respond 


Friday by announcing “a 
new political programme” 
for the group headed by 
Nayef Hawatmeh. 

The DFLP and the bigger 
Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) led by George 
Habash strongly oppose the 
Oslo peace accords granting 
Palestinians partial autono- 
my in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip for a five-year 
interim period pending 
negotiation on a permanent 
peace settlement. The final 
status talks are due to begin 
next month. 

“We are against the Oslo 
process, but now that we 
have have arrived at the 
final status negotiations, it 
is time for a new politicial 
initiative” Mr. Zaidan told 
AFP. 

He would not elaborate on 
the new iniative, which, he 
said, would be unveiled dur- 
ing celebrations here 
Friday of the DFLP's 28th 
anniversary. 

Unlike the PFLP. which 
has claimed responsibility 
for a series of deadly anti- 
Israeli attacks since the 


launch of autonomy in 
1994. the DFLP has kept its 
opposition activities largely 
political. 

Last week the PNA grant- 
ed permission to the Islamic 
Salvation Party, launched 
last year by senior figures in 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), to 
publish a weekly newspa- 
per. 

Hamas' own newspaper. 
Al Istiqlal, was closed a 
year ago by the authorities 
after the group carried out a 
string of suicide bombings 
in Israel. 

Following a meeting of 
Mr. Arafat’s cabinet on 
Sunday, the PNA 

announced a special com- 
mittee for Palestinian 
national dialogue would 
hold its first meeting Feb. 
26 in the West Bank city of 
Nablus. 

“We invite all parties, 
both nationalist and 
Islamic, to the first meeting 
of the committee for nation- 
al dialogue," said PNA 
Secretary-General Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim. 


Cairo court to try Israeli 


and Egyptian for spying 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt for- 
mally charged an Israeli and 
an Egyptian with espionage 
Monday and said the two 
will face trial. 

Prosecutor General Ragaa 
Al Araby said the Israeli, 
Azam Azam, gave Emad 
Abdul Hamid Ismail female 
underwear soaked in invisi- 
ble ink to be used for send- 
ing secret messages back to 
Israel. 

Israeli officials have insist- 
ed that Azam is innocent. 

AJ Araby also said two 
Israeli women — Yousef 
Jreis and Mona Ahmad 
Shawahna — will be tried 
in absentia for recruiting the 
Egyptian. No date has been 
set for die trial. 

Azam and Emad are under 
detention in Egypt 

Ismail reportedly told 
police that between March 
and October the two Israeli 
women gave him $650 for 
supplying them with infor- 
mation on Egypt They also 
promised to pay him $1,000 
a month for future informa- 
tion he provided. 

The indictment said Azam 
confessed to taking under- 
wear soaked in invisible ink 
from the Israeli agents and 
giving it to IsmaiJ. 


Egyptian media reports 
said Azam, who worked as 
an engineer in a textile com- 
pany near Cairo, initially 
confessed to the charges but 
now maintains his inno- 
cence. 

In 1979, Egypt became the 
first Arab state to make 
peace with Israel but rela- 
tions between the two neigh- 
bours have remained cool. 

The two men could face 
the death penalty if convict- 
ed of espionage, although it 
is usually only handed down 
if Egypt is at war with the 
country that recruited the 
spies. 

Azam was arrested on 
Nov. 6. In remand for almost 
100 days, he has been held at 
Torah jail on the outskirts of 
Cairo. 

Azam, a father of four 
from Galilee in northern 
Israel, was arrested four 
days after the arrest of 
Ismail, who worked for the 
same textile company, 
Tifon. 

The Israeli- Arab women 
are currently in Israel. They 
have denied any involve- 
ment. 

embassy 

spokesman Lior Ben Dor 
said Azam was still expect- 


ed to be released soon. “As 
our prime minister, defence 
minister and chief diplomat 
haw all been saying, he is 
not a spy.” the spokesman 
said. 

Sami Azam, brother of the 
accused, also came to the 
defence of the accused. 

“We, the Druze. are 
Muslim Arabs who love 
Egypt as if it were our sec- 
ond home, and nothine 
could incite my brother to 
take part in acts of espi- 
onage against this country” 
he said. 

He only came to make a 
living. r m s ure he’ll be 
released in the end." said 
A*arn shortly before the 
decision for his brother to 
go on trial. 

It was Ismail who alerted 
[he authorities of the alleged 
Israeli network. 

'TJe information passed 

on about the Egyptian econ- 
omy was not really secret, 

b K 1 fact * e matter is 
ffiat he agreed to cooperate 
with Israeli agents," accord- 
ing to the charge sheet. 

As many as 20 Israeli spy 
networks have been disman- 
tled since Egypt signed 
Jewish state 



Swedish royal 
palace guard fires 
on colleagues 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A- 
Swedish soldier Fired on 
his colleagues outside. 
Stockholm's royal palace 
and wounded two soldiers 
with the same bullet, 
police said. The shooting 
occurred moments before 
the changing of the 
palace guard, a ceremony 
usually^ popular with 
tourists, but freezing tem- 
peratures meant that only 
a few people were pre- 
sent. Witnesses said they 
saw the soldier aim his 
A5 automatic rifle from 
the palace down over 
ramparts towards a group 
of soldiers approaching 
for the ceremony. A 
police spokesman said the’ 
soldier had been arrested 
and neither of the two 
injured men — an army 
captain and a national 
service soldier — had 
suffered life-threatening 
injuries. The captain was 
hit in the buttock by the 
bullet. which passed 
through his body and hit 
the other soldier standing 
nearby in the foot. 


Killer freed 
to attend opera 
he wrote in jail 


EDINBURGH (R) — A 
man serving a life sen- 
tence for raping and mur- 
dering his girl friend on a 
Valentine's Day date is 
being freed to attend the 
premiere of an opera he 
wrote in jail. David Price 
wrote “Odyssey" in 
Edinburgh’s Saughton 
prison after being con- 
victed of killing Michelle 
Slater with a sliver of 
glass from a broken pic- 
ture of his estranged wife 
in 1984. Prison service 
officials said Price, 34. 
would be accompanied by 
warders for the premiere 
on Tuesday at the demar- 
co European Arts Centre: 
He would not be hand- 
cuffed and would be free 
to mix with cast and audi- 
ence. Price will also be 
allowed to attend the final 
performance on 

Wednesday. Many of the 
50-strong Odyssey cast 
are music students and 
the orchestra is from;, 
Edinburgh University, 


French homeless ~£ 
occupy train station 


PARIS (R) — Several- 
hundred homeless people 
and charity workers occu- 
pied the main hall of the 
St Lazare railway station 
in central Paris demand- 
ing that French authori- 
ties requisition empty 
flats for the homeless. 
Witnesses said the 
■demonstrators laid out 
sleeping bags in the ball 
while others took over a 
train, preventing it from 
leaving. Police brought 
up reinforcements but 
took no immediate action 
against the demonstra- 
tors. 


Looters rob 
sunken galleons off 
Honduras 


TEGUCIGALPA. 
Honduras (R) — Looters 
are robbing treasure from 
Spanish galleons that 
sank off the coast of hon- 
duras centuries ago, 
Culture Minister Rodolfo 
Pastor said. “We’ve seen 
the treasures of these 
galleons looted because 
we don’t have the capaci- 
ty to install navy watches 
in the 20 or 25 places 
were galleons exist." he 
said. "They have been 
looted for several years 
and they will continue to 
pe looted because don't 
nave the patrol hoats to 
prevent this from happen- 
ln £;" galleons, which 
sank off Honduras* 

i -™ 1C CouM in 

i-^OOs. were carrying 
treasure back to Spain. 
Pastor told reporters. He 
estimated they contain 
about billion wonh. 
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